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Paleolithic Politics - Barry Cooper 2020-04-30

Using his background in political theory and philosophical anthropology,
Barry Cooper is the first political scientist to propose new interpretations
of some of the most famous extant Paleolithic art and artifacts in
Paleolithic Politics. This book is inspired by Eric Voegelin, one of the
major political scientists of the last century, who developed an interest in
the very early symbolism associated with the caves and rock shelters of
the Upper Paleolithic, but never finished his analysis. Cooper, who has
written extensively on Voegelin’s theories, takes up the enterprise of
applying Voegelin’s approach to an analysis of portable and cave art. He
specifically applies Voegelin’s philosophy of consciousness, his concept
of the compactness and differentiation of consciousness, his argument
regarding the experience and symbolizations of reality, and his notion of
the primary experience of the cosmos to images previously regarded as
pedestrian. Cooper demonstrates the political significance of the earliest
expressions of human existence and is among the first to argue that
political life began not with the Greeks, but 25,000 years before them.
Archaeologists, prehistorians, and political scientists will all benefit from
this original and provocative work.

About Time - Adam Frank 2012-09-11

Offers an explanation for the origin of the universe with new theories
from cosmology, including time with no beginning, parallel universes,
and eternal inflation.

Images of Power - J. David Lewis-Williams 1989

Inside the Neolithic Mind: Consciousness, Cosmos, and the Realm
of the Gods - David Lewis-Williams 2005-10-01

An exploration of how brain structure and cultural content interacted in
the Neolithic period 10,000 years ago to produce unique life patterns and
belief systems. What do the headless figures found in the famous
paintings at Catalhoyuk in Turkey have in common with the monumental
tombs at Newgrange and Knowth in Ireland? How can the concepts of
"birth," "death," and "wild" cast light on the archaeological enigma of the
domestication of cattle? What generated the revolutionary social change
that ended the Upper Palaeolithic? David Lewis-Williams's previous book,
The Mind in the Cave, dealt with the remarkable Upper Palaeolithic
paintings, carvings, and engravings of western Europe. Here Dr. Lewis-
Williams and David Pearce examine the intricate web of belief, myth, and
society in the succeeding Neolithic period, arguably the most significant
turning point in all human history, when agriculture became a way of life
and the fractious society that we know today was born. The authors focus
on two contrasting times and places: the beginnings in the Near East,
with its mud-brick and stone houses each piled on top of the ruins of
another, and western Europe, with its massive stone monuments more
ancient than the Egyptian pyramids. They argue that neurological
patterns hardwired into the brain help explain the art and society that
Neolithic people produced. Drawing on the latest research, the authors
skillfully link material on human consciousness, imagery, and religious
concepts to propose provocative new theories about the causes of an
ancient revolution in cosmology and the origins of social complexity. In
doing so they create a fascinating neurological bridge to the mysterious
thought-lives of the past and reveal the essence of a momentous period
in human history. 100 illustrations, 20 in color.

The Oxford Handbook of the European Bronze Age - Anthony
Harding 2013-06-27

The Oxford Handbook of the European Bronze Age is a wide-ranging
survey of a crucial period in prehistory during which many social,
economic, and technological changes took place. Written by expert
specialists in the field, the book provides coverage both of the themes
that characterize the period, and of the specific developments that took
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place in the various countries of Europe. After an introduction and a
discussion of chronology, successive chapters deal with settlement
studies, burial analysis, hoards and hoarding, monumentality, rock art,
cosmology, gender, and trade, as well as a series of articles on specific
technologies and crafts (such as transport, metals, glass, salt, textiles,
and weighing). The second half of the book covers each country in turn.
From Ireland to Russia, Scandinavia to Sicily, every area is considered,
and up to date information on important recent finds is discussed in
detail. The book is the first to consider the whole of the European Bronze
Age in both geographical and thematic terms, and will be the standard
book on the subject for the foreseeable future.

Astrobiology, Discovery, and Societal Impact - Steven ]. Dick
2018-05-03

Examines humanistic aspects of astrobiology, exploring approaches,
critical issues, and implications of the discovery of extraterrestrial life.
Understanding the Neolithic - Julian Thomas 2002-02-07

First published in 1999. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.

The Human Cosmos - Jo Marchant 2020-09-01

A Best Book of 2020 NPR A Best Book of 2020 The Economist A Top Ten
Best Science Book of 2020 Smithsonian A Best Science & Technology
Book of 2020 Library Journal A Must-Read Book to Escape the Chaos of
2020 Newsweek Starred review Booklist Starred review Publishers
Weekly An historically unprecedented disconnect between humanity and
the heavens has opened. Jo Marchant's book can begin to heal it. For at
least 20,000 years, we have led not just an earthly existence but a cosmic
one. Celestial cycles drove every aspect of our daily lives. Our innate
relationship with the stars shaped who we are--our art, religious beliefs,
social status, scientific advances, and even our biology. But over the last
few centuries we have separated ourselves from the universe that
surrounds us. It's a disconnect with a dire cost. Our relationship to the
stars and planets has moved from one of awe, wonder and superstition to
one where technology is king--the cosmos is now explored through data
on our screens, not by the naked eye observing the natural world.
Indeed, in most countries modern light pollution obscures much of the
night sky from view. Jo Marchant's spellbinding parade of the ways
different cultures celebrated the majesty and mysteries of the night sky
is a journey to the most awe inspiring view you can ever see--looking up
on a clear dark night. That experience and the thoughts it has
engendered have radically shaped human civilization across millennia.
The cosmos is the source of our greatest creativity in art, in science, in
life. To show us how, Jo Marchant takes us to the Hall of the Bulls in the
caves at Lascaux in France, and to the summer solstice at a 5,000-year-
old tomb at New Grange in Ireland. We discover Chumash cosmology
and visit medieval monks grappling with the nature of time and Tahitian
sailors navigating by the stars. We discover how light reveals the
chemical composition of the sun, and we are with Einstein as he works
out that space and time are one and the same. A four-billion-year-old
meteor inspires a search for extraterrestrial life. The cosmically
liberating, summary revelation is that star-gazing made us human.

The "God" Part of the Brain - Matthew Alper 2008-09-01

Is Man the product of a God...or is "God" the product of human
evolution? From the dawn of our species, every human culture-no matter
how isolated-has believed in some form of a spiritual realm. According to
author Matthew Alper, this is no mere coincidence but rather due to the
fact that humans, as a species, are genetically predisposed to believe in
the universal concepts of a god, a soul and an afterlife. This instinct to
believe is the result of an evolutionary adaptation-a coping mechanism-
that emerged in our species to help us survive our unique and otherwise
debilitating awareness of death. Spiritual seekers and atheists alike will
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be compelled and transformed by Matthew Alper's classic study of
science and religion. The 'God' Part of the Brain has gained critical
acclaim from some of the world's leading scientists, secular humanists,
and theologians, and is as a must read for anyone who has pondered the
question of God's existence, as well as the meaning of our own. Praise for
The "God" Part of the Brain "This cult classic in many ways parallels
Rene Descartes' search for reliable and certain knowledge...Drawing on
such disciplines as philosophy, psychology, and biology, Alper argues
that belief in a spiritual realm is an evolutionary coping method that
developed to help humankind deal with the fear of death...Highly
recommended."— Library Journal "I very much enjoyed the account of
your spiritual journey and believe it would make excellent reading for
every college student - the resultant residence-hall debates would be the
best part of their education. It often occurs to me that if, against all odds,
there is a judgmental God and heaven, it will come to pass that when the
pearly gates open, those who had the valor to think for themselves will
be escorted to the head of the line, garlanded, and given their own
personal audience." — Edward O. Wilson, two-time Pulitzer Prize-Winner
"This is an essential book for those in search of a scientific
understanding of man's spiritual nature. Matthew Alper navigates the
reader through a labyrinth of intriguing questions and then offers
undoubtedly clear answers that lead to a better understanding of our
objective reality." — Elena Rusyn, MD, PhD; Gray Laboratory; Harvard
Medical School "What a wonderful book you have written. It was not only
brilliant and provocative but also revolutionary in its approach to
spirituality as an inherited trait."— Arnold Sadwin, MD, former chief of
Neuropsychiatry at the University of Pennsylvania "A lively
manifesto...For the discipline's specific application to the matter at hand,
I've seen nothing that matches the fury of The 'God' Part of the Brain,
which perhaps explains why it's earned something of a cult following." —
Salon.com "All 6 billion plus inhabitants of Earth should be in possession
of this book. Alper's tome should be placed in the sacred writings' section
of libraries, bookstores, and dwellings throughout the world. Matthew
Alper is the new Galileo...Immensely important...Defines in a clear and
concise manner what each of us already knew but were afraid to admit
and exclaim."— John Scoggins, PhD "Vibrant ... vivacious. An
entertaining and provocative introduction to speculations concerning the
neural basis of spirituality."— Free Inquiry Magazine

Exploring Sexuality and Spirituality - 2020-10-20

Exploring Spirituality and Sexuality: An Introduction to an
Interdisciplinary Field is a collection of scholarly essays which focuses on
the multiple interrelations of spirituality and sexuality, including such
facets as intimate relationships, inner cultivation, gender empowerment,
gender empowerment, sex education, eroticism, and ecstasy
embodiments.

Forgotten Peoples of the Ancient World - Philip Matyszak 2020-08-18

A chronicle of forty forgotten ancient civilizations which highlights the
important contributions that each has made to modern society. The
ancient world of the Mediterranean and the Near East saw the birth and
collapse of great civilizations. While several of these are well known, for
all those that have been recorded, many have been unjustly forgotten.
Our history is overflowing with different cultures that have all evolved
over time, sometimes dissolving or reforming, though ultimately shaping
the way we continue to live. But for every culture that has been
remembered, what have we forgotten? This thorough guide explores
those civilizations that have faded from the pages of our textbooks but
played a significant role in the development of modern society. Forgotten
Peoples of the Ancient World covers the Hyksos to the Hephthalites and
everyone in between, providing a unique overview of humanity’s history
from approximately 3000 BCE-550 CE. A wide range of illustrated
artifacts and artworks, as well as specially drawn maps, help to tell the
stories of forty lost peoples and allow readers to take a direct look into
the past. Each entry exposes a diverse culture, highlighting their
important contributions and committing their achievements to paper.
Forgotten Peoples of the Ancient World is an immersive, thought-
provoking, and entertaining book for anyone interested in ancient
history.

The Shape of the Turtle - Sarah Allan 1991-02-21

Many Chinese philosophic concepts derive from an ancient cosmology.
This work is the first reconstructions of the mythic thought of the Shang
Dynasty (ca. 1700- 1100 B.C.) which laid the foundation for later Chinese
patterns of thought. Allan regards the myth, cosmology, divination,
sacrificial ritual, and art of the Shang as different manifestations of a
common religious system and each is examined in turn, building up a
coherent and consistent picture. Although primarily concerned with the
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Shang, this work also describes the manner in which Shang thought was
transformed in the later textual tradition. Sarah Allan is Lecturer in
Chinese at the School of Oriental and African Studies, London University.
Her previous books include The Heir and the Sage: Dynastic Legend in
Early China; Legend, Lore and Religion in China: Essays in Honor of
Wolfram Eberhard on his Seventieth Birthday (edited with Alvin P.
Cohen), and Oracle Bone Collections in Great Britain (with Li Xueqin and
Qi Wenxin).

Awakening Earth - Duane Elgin 1993

Balances science with spirituality in a study of human evolution, from the
appearance of reflective consciousness to modern communications, and
proposes three additional stages to be realized

Inside the Neolithic Mind - J. David Lewis-Williams 2005

The Spiritual Technology of Ancient Egypt - Edward F. Malkowski
2007-10-03

How ancient Egyptians understood quantum theory ¢ Investigates the
history of how modern religion and the Age of Science were inspired by
the sacred science of the ancients ¢ Examines how quantum theory
explains that the cosmos arises from consciousness * Reveals the
unanimity between Schwaller de Lubicz’s “sacred science” and the
science of a cosmos governed by quantum mechanics Since the dawn of
the Age of Science humankind has been engaged in a methodical quest
to understand the cosmos. With the development of quantum mechanics,
the notion that everything is solid matter is being replaced with the idea
that information or “thought” may be the true source of physical reality.
Such scientific inquiry has led to a growing interest in the brain’s unique
and mysterious ability to create perception, possibly through quantum
interactions. Consciousness is now being considered as much a
fundamental part of reality as the three dimensions we are so familiar
with. Although this direction in scientific thought is seen as a new
approach, the secret wisdom of the ancients presented just such a view
thousands of years ago. Building on René A. Schwaller de Lubicz’s
systematic study of Luxor’s Temple of Amun-Mut-Khonsu during the
1940s and '50s, Edward Malkowski shows that the ancient Egyptians'
worldview was not based on superstition or the invention of myth but
was the result of direct observation using critical faculties attuned to the
quantum manifestation of the universe. This understanding of reality as a
product of human consciousness provided the inspiration for the sacred
science of the ancients--precisely the philosophy modern science is
embracing today. In the philosophical tradition of Schwaller de Lubicz,
The Spiritual Technology of Ancient Egypt investigates the technical and
religious legacy of ancient Egypt to reveal its congruence with today’s
“New Science.”

The Upright Thinkers - Leonard Mlodinow 2016-04-19

How did a near-extinct species, eking out a meager existence with stone
axes, become the dominant power on earth, able to harness a knowledge
of nature ranging from tiny atoms to the vast structures of the universe?
Leonard Mlodinow takes us on an enthralling tour of the history of
human progress, from our time on the African savannah through the
invention of written language, all the way to modern quantum physics.
Along the way, he explores the colorful personalities of the great
philosophers, scientists, and thinkers, and traces the cultural
conditions—and the elements of chance—that influenced scientific
discovery. Deeply informed, accessible, and infused with the author’s
trademark humor and insight, The Upright Thinkers is a stunning tribute
to humanity’s intellectual curiosity and an important book for any reader
with an interest in the scientific issues of our day.

Actual Archaeology - Ayse Tatar 2016-05-31

Sacred place, temple, garden of heaven, ritual area or none of them... is
it possible for Gobekli Tepe to tell the story of the dawn of civilization?
According to recent research, Gobekli Tepe is an important keystone for
us during an important phase of civilization."

The Mind in the Cave - David Lewis-Williams 2011-07-01

The art created in the caves of western Europe in the Ice Age provokes
awe and wonder. What do these symbols on the walls of Lascaux and
Altamira, tell us about the nature of ancestral minds? How did these
images spring into the human story? This book, a masterful piece of
detective work, puts forward the most plausible explanation yet.

The Neolithic Revolution - Susan Meyer 2016-07-15

The dawn of the Neolithic Era ushered in major changes in the way
people lived. In fact, these changes were so sweeping that the transition
from the Mesolithic Era to the Neolithic Era is referred to as the
Neolithic Revolution. The beginnings of agriculture and the
domestication of animals both date from this period. These changes to
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the food supply led people to settle in permanent communities, which, in
turn, led to organized societies and social hierarchy. This book examines
the factors that could have led to this revolution and the archaeological
evidence of which changes happened where and when.

Scripturalectics - Vincent L. Wimbush 2017-05-04

In this book ,Vincent Wimbush seeks to problematize what we call
"scriptures," a word first used to refer simply to "things written," the
registration of basic information. In the modern world the word came to
be associated almost exclusively with the center- and power-defining
"sacred" texts of "world religions." Wimbush argues that this narrowing
of the valence of the term was a decisive development for western
culture. His purpose is to reconsider the initially broad and politically
charged use of the term. "Scriptures" are excavated not merely as texts
to be read but understood as discourse: as mimetic rituals and practices,
as ideologically-charged orientations to and prescribed behaviors in the
world, as structures of relationships and social formations, as forms of
communication. Wimbush is naming and constructing a new
transdisciplinary critical project, which uses the historical and modern
experiences of the Black Atlantic as resources for framing,
categorization, and analysis. Using Chinua Achebe's novel Things Fall
Apart as a touchstone, each chapter offers a close reading and analysis of
a representative moment in the formation of the Black Atlantic, regarded
as part of a history of modern human consciousness and conscientization.
Such a history, Wimbush says, is reflected in the major turns in what he
calls scripturalectics, part of the construction of the modern world,
defined as efforts to manage or control knowledge and meaning.

Admiral Gorshkov - Norman Polmar 2019-03-15

" Admiral of the Fleet of the Soviet Union Sergei G. Gorshkov was the
product of a tradition unlike those of his Western contemporaries. He
had a unique background of revolution, civil war, world wars, and the
forceful implementation of an all-controlling communist dictatorship. Out
of this background of violence and overwhelming transformation came a
man with a vivid appreciation of the role and value of navies, but with his
own unique ideas about the kind of navy that the Soviet Union required
and the role that navy should play in Soviet military and national
strategy. Western naval observers have persisted in attempting to define
Admiral Gorshkov in Western naval terms. Many of these observers have
been baffled when they found that the man and his actions simply did not
fit conventional narratives. This book lays out the tradition, background,
experiences, and thinking of the man as they relate to the development
of the Soviet Navy that Gorshkov commanded for almost three decades
and that was able to directly challenge the maritime dominance of the
United States—a traditional sea power. His influence persists to this day,
as the Russian Navy that is at sea in the twenty-first century is, to a
significant degree, based on the fleet that Admiral Gorshkov built. "

The Rock Art of Southern Africa - J. David Lewis-Williams 1983-11-03

The Neolithic Revolution - In60learning 2018-09-16

Smarter in sixty minutes. Get smarter in just 60 minutes with
in60Learning. Concise and elegantly written non-fiction books and
audiobooks help you learn the core subject matter in 20% of the time
that it takes to read a typical book. Life is short, so explore a multitude of
fascinating historical, biographical, scientific, political, and financial
topics in only an hour each. The shift from the Paleolithic to Neolithic
periods represents a watershed moment in human history. While many
may consider the humans of both stone ages to be unintelligent
barbarians, this brief history proves that the humans of yesteryear were
just as smart as we are today. Between 10,000 BCE and 2000 BCE, they
instituted revolutionary changes in human life. All over the globe,
formerly nomadic people began settling into villages, farming, and
creating hi-tech stone inventions. Thanks to new research tools, exciting
discoveries are popping up all over the world, revealing more about the
mysterious early humans behind such wonders as Stonehenge.

Inside the Neolithic Mind - David Lewis-Williams 2011-07-01

Drawing on the latest research, this brilliantly argued, elegantly written
book examines belief, myth and society in the Neolithic period, arguably
the most significant turning point in human history, when the society we
know was born. Linking consciousness, imagery and belief systems the
authors create a bridge to the thought-lives of the past.

Entangled - Ian Hodder 2012-05-08

A powerful and innovative argument that explores the complexity of the
human relationship with material things, demonstrating how humans and
societies are entrapped into the maintenance and sustaining of material
worlds Argues that the interrelationship of humans and things is a
defining characteristic of human history and culture Offers a nuanced
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argument that values the physical processes of things without
succumbing to materialism Discusses historical and modern examples,
using evolutionary theory to show how long-standing entanglements are
irreversible and increase in scale and complexity over time Integrates
aspects of a diverse array of contemporary theories in archaeology and
related natural and biological sciences Provides a critical review of many
of the key contemporary perspectives from materiality, material culture
studies and phenomenology to evolutionary theory, behavioral
archaeology, cognitive archaeology, human behavioral ecology, Actor
Network Theory and complexity theory

The Neolithic Revolution - Ruben Ygua 2019-05-08

Traditional methods of studying the past have always given greater
importance to nationalist, religious and moral interests, which
subordinated the historical fact to the System point of view. That's how
we have been educated.The time has come to simplify and show respect
for our ancestors, striving to know what really happened in the past, and
not just what they want to inform us about.After so many years of
studying History, I came to the conclusion that the best study system is
through an impartial, objective Chronology that just put each event in its
exact place in time, revealing History without manipulation.This
Chronology contains not only purely political facts, such as the
foundation of cities, the birth of kingdoms and empires, scientific and
geographical discoveries, natural disasters and epidemics; it also
includes information on the most different fields of human activity:
chemistry, astronomy, geography, mathematics, and so on. In parallel,
the chronology is complemented by data that do not belong to a specific
date, but to an entire epoch, they are each society generalities,
curiosities, customs, the religion of each civilization, inventions or
discoveries that cannot be placed in an exact date, etc. The result of all
this set is one of the most complete chronologies within its reach,
periodically updated with the latest archaeological and scientific
discoveries, and that transforms the reader into an eyewitness of the
past, understanding the relation of geographically distant facts to each
other, but closely connected in time and influencing unexpected
consequences. This is something that traditional history has generally
ignored when it was not usable. A work of this magnitude could not be
published in a single book, so I have divided it into several collections,
and the Spanish originals are being translated into French, English,
[talian and Portuguese. The chronology goes from prehistory to the
present day year by year, as far as possible.For those who prefer a
deeper and more detailed study, I have prepared a second chronology,
day by day, which for now covers from 1789 to 1946, divided into five
collections.

Northern Archaeology and Cosmology - Vesa-Pekka Herva
2019-06-28

In its analysis of the archaeologies and histories of the northern fringe of
Europe, this book provides a focus on animistic-shamanistic cosmologies
and the associated human-environment relations from the Neolithic to
modern times. The North has fascinated Europeans throughout history,
as an enchanted world of natural and supernatural marvels: a land of
light and dark, of northern lights and the midnight sun, of witches and
magic and of riches ranging from amber to oil. Northern lands conflate
fantasies and realities. Rich archaeological, historical, ethnographic and
folkloric materials combine in this book with cutting-edge theoretical
perspectives drawn from relational ontologies and epistemologies,
producing a fresh approach to the prehistory and history of a region that
is pivotal to understanding Europe-wide processes, such as
Neolithization and modernization. This book examines the mythical and
actual northern worlds, with northern relational modes of perceiving and
engaging with the world on the one hand and the ‘place’ of the North in
European culture on the other. This book is an indispensable read for
scholars of archaeology, anthropology, cultural studies and folklore in
northern Europe, as well as researchers interested in how the North is
intertwined with developments in the broader European and Eurasian
world. It provides a deep-time understanding of globally topical issues
and conflicting interests, as expressed by debates and controversies
around Arctic resources, nature preservation and indigenous rights.
Religion in the Emergence of Civilization - Ian Hodder 2010-08-30
This book presents an interdisciplinary study of the role of spirituality
and religious ritual in the emergence of complex societies. Involving an
eminent group of natural scientists, archaeologists, anthropologists,
philosophers, and theologians, this volume examines Catalhoyuk as a
case study. A nine-thousand-year old town in central Turkey, Catalhoyuk
was first excavated in the 1960s and has since become integral to
understanding the symbolic and ritual worlds of the early farmers and
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village-dwellers in the Middle East. It is thus an ideal location for
exploring theories about the role of religion in early settled life. This
book provides a unique overview of current debates concerning religion
and its historical variations. Through exploration of themes including the
integration of the spiritual and the material, the role of belief in religion,
the cognitive bases for religion, and religion's social roles, this book
situates the results from Catalhoyuk within a broader understanding of
the Neolithic in the Middle East.

A Cosmos in Stone - David J. Lewis-Williams 2002-04-16

J. David Lewis-Williams is world renowned for his work on the rock art of
Southern Africa. In this volume, Lewis-Williams describes the key steps
in his evolving journey to understand these images painted on stone. He
describes the development of technical methods of interpreting rock
paintings of the 1970s, shows how a growing understanding of San
mythology, cosmology, and ethnography helped decode the complex
paintings, and traces the development of neuropsychological models for
understanding the relationship between belief systems and rock art. The
author then applies his theories to the famous rock paintings of
prehistoric Western Europe in an attempt to develop a comprehensive
theory of rock art. For students of rock art, archaeology, ethnography,
comparative religion, and art history, Lewis-Williams' book will be a
provocative read and an important reference.

Conceiving God: The Cognitive Origin and Evolution of Religion -
David Lewis-Williams 2010-03-01

A controversial exploration of the origin of religion in the neurology of
the human brain. In this book the noted cognitive archaeologist David
Lewis-Williams confronts a question that troubles many people in the
world today: Is there a supernatural realm that intervenes in the material
world of daily life and leads to the evolution of religions? Professor
Lewis-Williams first describes how science developed within the cocoon
of religion and then shows how the natural functioning of the human
brain creates experiences that can lead to belief in a supernatural realm,
beings, and interventions. Once people have these experiences, they
formulate beliefs about them, and thus creeds are born. Forty thousand
years ago, people were leaving traces in the archaeological record of
activities that we can label religious, and Lewis-Williams discusses in
detail the evidence preserved in the Volp Caves in France. He also shows
that mental imagery produced by the functioning of the human brain can
be detected in widely separated religious communities such as Hildegard
of Bingen’s in medieval Europe or the San hunters of southern Africa.
Deciphering Ancient Minds: The Mystery of San Bushmen Rock
Art - David Lewis-Williams 2011-06-01

Goes to the heart of contemporary arguments about the "primitive" and
the "modern" minds, and draws new social, anthropological, and
ethnographic conclusions about the nature of ancient societies. How did
ancient peoples—those living before written records—think? Were their
thinking patterns fundamentally different from ours today? Researchers
over the years have certainly believed so. Along with the Aborigines of
Australia, the indigenous San people of southern Africa—among the last
hunter-gatherer societies on Earth—became iconic representatives of all
our distant ancestors and were viewed as either irrational fantasists or
childlike, highly spiritual conservationists. Since the 1960s a new wave
of research among the San and their world-famous rock art has
overturned these misconceived ideas. Here, the great authority David
Lewis-Williams and his colleague Sam Challis reveal how analysis of the
rock paintings and engravings can be made to yield vital insights into
San beliefs and ways of thought. This is possible because we possess
comprehensive transcriptions, made in the nineteenth century, of
interviews with San informants who were shown copies of the art and
gave their interpretations of it. Using the analogy of the Rosetta Stone,
the authors move back and forth between these San texts and the rock
art, teasing out the subtle meanings behind both. The picture that
emerges is very different from past analysis: this art is not a naive
narrative of daily life but rather is imbued with power and religious
depth.

The Great Empires of the Ancient World - Thomas Harrison 2009
Presents a survey of the empires of Egypt, Rome, Babylonia, Persia,
India, and China between 1600 B.C and 500 A.D.

Prehistoric Rock Art - Paul G. Bahn 2010-06-21

Prehistoric rock art is the markings - paintings, engravings, or pecked
images - left on rocks or cave walls by ancient peoples. In this book, Paul
G. Bahn provides a richly illustrated overview of prehistoric rock art and
cave art from around the world. Summarizing the recent advances in our
understanding of this extraordinary visual record, he discusses new
discoveries, new approaches to recording and interpretation, and current
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problems in conservation. Bahn focuses in particular on current issues in
the interpretation of rock art, notably the "shamanic" interpretation that
has been influential in recent years and that he refutes. This book is
based on the Rhind Lectures that the author delivered for the Society of
Antiquaries of Scotland in 2006.

Religion, History, and Place in the Origin of Settled Life - Ian
Hodder 2018-07-02

This volume explores the role of religion and ritual in the origin of settled
life in the Middle East, focusing on the repetitive construction of houses
or cult buildings in the same place. Prominent archaeologists,
anthropologists, and scholars of religion working at several of the
region’s most important sites—such as Catalhoyuk, Gobekli Tepe, Kortik
Tepe, and Asikli Hoyuk—contend that religious factors significantly
affected the timing and stability of settled economic structures.
Contributors argue that the long-term social relationships characteristic
of delayed-return agricultural systems must be based on historical ties to
place and to ancestors. They define different forms of history-making,
including nondiscursive routinized practices as well as commemorative
memorialization. They consider the timing in the Neolithic of an
emerging concern with history-making in place in relation to the
adoption of farming and settled life in regional sequences. They explore
whether such correlations indicate the causal processes in which history-
making, ritual practices, agricultural intensification, population increase,
and social competition all played a role. Religion, History, and Place in
the Origin of Settled Life takes a major step forward in understanding
the adoption of farming and a settled way of life in the Middle East by
foregrounding the roles of history-making and religious ritual. This work
is relevant to students and scholars of Near Eastern archaeology, as well
as those interested in the origins of agriculture and social complexity or
the social role of religion in the past. Contributors: Kurt W. Alt, Mark R.
Anspach, Marion Benz, Lee Clare, Anna Belfer-Cohen, Morris Cohen,
Oliver Dietrich, Gines Duru, Yilmaz S. Erdal, Nigel Goring-Morris, Ian
Hodder, Rosemary A. Joyce, Nicola Lercari, Wendy Matthews, Jens
Notroff, Vecihi Ozkaya, Feridun S. Sahin, F. Leron Shults, Devrim
Sonmez, Christina Tsoraki, Wesley Wildman

Gods, Voices, and the Bicameral Mind - Marcel Kuijsten 2021-04-08
Does consciousness inevitably arise in any sufficiently complex brain?
Although widely accepted, this view inherited from Darwin's theory of
evolution is supported by surprisingly little evidence. Offering an
alternate view of the history of the human mind, Julian Jaynes's ideas
challenge our preconceptions of not only the origin of the modern mind,
but the origin of gods and religion, the nature of mental illness, and the
future potential of consciousness. The tremendous explanatory power of
Jaynes's ideas force us to reevaluate much of what we thought we knew
about human history.Gods, Voices, and the Bicameral Mind both explains
Julian Jaynes's theory and explores a wide range of related topics such as
the ancient Dark Age, the nature of dreams and the birth of Greek
tragedy, poetic inspiration, the significance of hearing voices in both the
ancient and modern world, the development of consciousness in children,
vestiges of bicameralism and the transition to consciousness in early
Tibet, the relationship of consciousness and metaphorical language, and
how Jaynes's ideas compare to those of other thinkers.

Visionary - Graham Hancock 2022-04-04

"With the original unabridged text of Supernatural, I offer the reader an
investigation that explores the human experience with psychedelics from
the Stone Age to the Space Age and the role of these extraordinary plant
medicines as tools to investigate the nature of reality itself."—Graham
Hancock Discover the pathway to the gods. Less than 50,000 years ago
mankind had no art, no religion, no sophisticated symbolism, no
innovative thinking. Then, in a dramatic and electrifying change,
described by scientists as "the greatest riddle in human history," all the
skills and qualities that we value most highly in ourselves appeared
already fully formed, as though bestowed on us by hidden powers. In
Visionary, Graham Hancock sets out to investigate this mysterious
"before-and-after moment" and to discover the truth about the influences
that gave birth to modern human mind. His quest takes him on a journey
of adventure and detection from the stunningly beautiful painted caves of
prehistoric France, Spain, and Italy to remote rock shelters in the
mountains of South Africa, where he finds a treasure trove of
extraordinary Stone Age art. Hancock uncovers clues that lead him to
travel to the depths of the Amazon rainforest to drink the powerful plant
hallucinogen ayahuasca with Indian shamans, whose paintings contain
images of "supernatural beings" identical to the animal-human hybrids
depicted in prehistoric caves and rock shelters. Hallucinogens such as
mescaline also produce visionary encounters with exactly the same
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beings. Scientists at the cutting edge of consciousness research have
begun to consider the possibility that such hallucinations may be real
perceptions of other "dimensions." Could the "supernaturals" first
depicted in the painted caves and rock shelters be the ancient teachers
of mankind? Could it be that human evolution is not just the "blind,"
"meaningless" process that Darwin identified, but something more
purposive and intelligent, something that we have barely even begun to
understand? Previously published as Supernatural, this definitive edition
includes a new Introduction by Graham Hancock as well as restored
chapters that were omitted from the original paperback release.

Man and His Symbols - Carl G. Jung 1968-08-15

The landmark text about the inner workings of the unconscious
mind—from the symbolism that unlocks the meaning of our dreams to
their effect on our waking lives and artistic impulses—featuring more
than a hundred images that break down Carl Jung’s revolutionary ideas
“What emerges with great clarity from the book is that Jung has done
immense service both to psychology as a science and to our general
understanding of man in society.”—The Guardian “Our psyche is part of
nature, and its enigma is limitless.” Since our inception, humanity has
looked to dreams for guidance. But what are they? How can we
understand them? And how can we use them to shape our lives? There is
perhaps no one more equipped to answer these questions than the
legendary psychologist Carl G. Jung. It is in his life’s work that the
unconscious mind comes to be understood as an expansive, rich world
just as vital and true a part of the mind as the conscious, and it is in our
dreams—those personal, integral expressions of our deepest selves—that
it communicates itself to us. A seminal text written explicitly for the
general reader, Man and His Symbolsis a guide to understanding the
symbols in our dreams and using that knowledge to build fuller, more
receptive lives. Full of fascinating case studies and examples pulled from
philosophy, history, myth, fairy tales, and more, this groundbreaking
work—profusely illustrated with hundreds of visual examples—offers
invaluable insight into the symbols we dream that demand
understanding, why we seek meaning at all, and how these very symbols
affect our lives. By illuminating the means to examine our prejudices,
interpret psychological meanings, break free of our influences, and
recenter our individuality, Man and His Symbols proves to be—decades
after its conception—a revelatory, absorbing, and relevant experience.
The Minoan Epiphany - A Bronze Age Visionary Culture - Bruce
Rimell 2021-01-02

The art and iconography of the Minoan civilisation of Bronze Age Crete is

inside-the-neolithic-mind-consciousness-cosmos-and-the-realm-of-the-gods

rightly described as having a refreshing vitality with a fortunate
combination of stylisation and spontaneity in which the artist is able to
transform conventional imagery into a personal expression. The
dynamism, torsion and naturalism evident in Minoan art stands in stark
contrast to the hieratic rigidity of other ancient civilisations, and
nowhere is this more apparent than in the iconography of the Minoan
Epiphany, a set of mainly glyptic (rings, seals, and seal impression)
images which appear to depict religious celebrants experiencing direct
and seemingly ecstatic encounters with deities. This collection of essays
explores this central aspect of Minoan religion, taking a strongly
archaeological focus to allow the artefacts to speak for themselves, and
moving from traditional ‘representational’ interpretations into
‘embodied’ perspectives in which the ecstatic capabilities of the human
body throw new light on Aegean Bronze Age ritual practices. Such ideas
challenge rather passive assumptions modern Western observers hold
about the nature of religious feelings and experiences, in particular the
depictions of altered states of consciousness in ancient art, and the
visionary potential of dance gestures. Speculative asides on the potential
for a Minoan origin for Classical Greek humanism, and hints in the
imagery on ancient Cretan conceptions of the cosmos, are set against
sound archaeological theories to explain this lively and dynamic corpus
of images. Beautifully illustrated with images and sketches of the
relevant artefacts, this wide-ranging volume will stimulate audiences
with archaeological, prehistorical and spiritual interests, as well as
historians of religion and art. ‘The Minoan Epiphany’ also represents an
influential antecendent to the Visionary Humanist philosophy which
forms the majority of Bruce’s current independent research interests.
Ancient Rome - David Potter 2014

The new Second Edition of the definitive history of Rome—from its
beginnings to the Arab conquest, and beyond.

Ancestral Geographies of the Neolithic - Mark Edmonds 2002-01-04
Archaeological evidence suggests that Neolithic sites had many different,
frequently contradictory functions, and there may have been other uses
for which no evidence survives. How can archaeologists present an
effective interpetation, with the consciousness that both their own
subjectivity, and the variety of conflicting views will determine their
approach. Because these sites have become a focus for so much
controversy, the problem of presenting them to the public assumes a
critical importance. The authors do not seek to provide a comprehensive
review of the archaeology of all these causewayed sites in Britain; rather
they use them as case studies in the development of an archaeological
interpetation.
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