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"When the Morning Stars Sang" - Scott C. Jones
2017-11-07
During a moment of exponential growth and
change in the fields of biblical and ancient Near
Eastern studies, it is an opportune time to take
stock of the state wisdom and wisdom literature
with twenty-three essays honoring the
consummate Weisheitslehrer, Professor Choon
Leong Seow, Vanderbilt, Buffington, Cupples
Chair in Divinity and Distinguished Professor of
Hebrew Bible at Vanderbilt University. This
Festschrift is tightly focused around wisdom
themes, and all of the essays are written by
senior scholars in the field. They represent not
only the great diversity of approaches in the
field of wisdom and wisdom literature, but also
the remarkable range of interests and methods
that have characterized Professor Seow's own
work throughout the decades, including the
theology of the wisdom literature, the social
world of Ecclesiastes, the history of
consequences of the book of Job, the poetry of
the Psalms, and Northwest Semitic Inscriptions,
just to name a few.
The End of Empires - Michael Gehler
2022-12-26
The articles of this comprehensive edited volume
offer a multidisciplinary, global and comparative
approach to the history of empires. They analyze
their ends over a long spectrum of humankind’s
history, ranging from Ancient History through
Modern Times. As the main guiding question,
every author of this volume scrutinizes the
reasons for the decline, the erosion, and the
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implosion of individual empires. All contributions
locate and highlight different factors that
triggered or at least supported the ending or the
implosion of empires. This overall question
makes all the contributions to this volume
comparable and allows to detect similarities,
differences as well as inconsistencies of
historical processes.
Sennacherib, King of Assyria - Josette Elayi
2018-09-14
A critical resource for students and scholars of
the ancient Near East and the Bible Josette
Elayi’s Sennacherib, King of Assyria is the only
biography of Sargon II’s famous son. Elayi traces
the reign of Sennacherib in context in order to
illuminate more fully the life and contributions of
this warlord, builder, innovator, and social
reformer—a unique figure among the Assyrian
kings. Elayi offers both an evaluation of this
royal figure and an assessment of the Assyrian
Empire by interpreting the historical information
surrounding the decisive events of his reign.
Features: Exploration of why Sennacherib did
not seize Jerusalem or remove Hezekiah from
the throne An extensive investigation of annals,
royal inscriptions, letters, palace reliefs, clay
tablets, and excavation reports Maps and tables
Escape from Rome - Walter Scheidel 2021-03-16
The gripping story of how the end of the Roman
Empire was the beginning of the modern world
The fall of the Roman Empire has long been
considered one of the greatest disasters in
history. But in this groundbreaking book, Walter
Scheidel argues that Rome's dramatic collapse
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was actually the best thing that ever happened,
clearing the path for Europe's economic rise and
the creation of the modern age. Ranging across
the entire premodern world, Escape from Rome
offers new answers to some of the biggest
questions in history: Why did the Roman Empire
appear? Why did nothing like it ever return to
Europe? And, above all, why did Europeans
come to dominate the world? In an absorbing
narrative that begins with ancient Rome but
stretches far beyond it, from Byzantium to China
and from Genghis Khan to Napoleon, Scheidel
shows how the demise of Rome and the enduring
failure of empire-building on European soil
launched an economic transformation that
changed the continent and ultimately the world.
Exemplars of Kingship - Melissa Eppihimer 2019
Expansion and revision of the author's thesis
(doctoral)--Harvard University, 2009, under the
title: The visual legacy of Akkadian kingship.
Fighting for the King and the Gods - Charlie
Trimm 2017-10-30
The most up-to-date sourcebook on warfare in
the ancient Near East Fighting for the King and
the Gods provides an introduction to the topic of
war and the variety of texts concerning many
aspects of warfare in the ancient Near East.
These texts illustrate various viewpoints of war
and show how warfare was an integral part of
life. Trimm examines not only the victors and the
famous battles, but also the hardship that war
brought to many. While several of these texts
treated here are well known (i.e., Ramses II's
battle against the Hittites at Qadesh), others are
known only to specialists. This work will allow a
broader audience to access and appreciate these
important texts as they relate to the history and
ideology of warfare. Features References to
recent secondary literature for further study
Early Greek and Chinese illustrative texts for
comparisons with other cultures Indices to help
guide the reader
The Age of Agade - Benjamin R. Foster
2015-10-19
The Age of Agade is the first book-length study
of the Akkadian period of Mesopotamian history,
which saw the rise and fall of the world's first
empire during more than a century of
extraordinary political, social, and cultural
innovation. It draws together more than 40 years
of research by one of the world's leading experts
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in Assyriology to offer an exhaustive survey of
the Akkadian empire. Addressing all aspects of
the empire, including its statecraft and military,
territory and cities, arts, religion, economy, and
production, The Age of Agadeconsiders what can
be said of Akkadian political and social history,
material culture, and daily life. A final chapter
also explores how the empire has been
presented in modern historiography, from the
decipherment of cuneiform to the present,
including the extensive research of Soviet
historians, summarized here in English for the
first time. Drawing on contemporaneous written
and artifactual sources, as well as relevant
materials from succeeding generations, Foster
introduces the reader to the wealth of evidence
available. Accessibly written by a specialist in
the field, this book is an engaging examination of
a critical era in the history of early
Mesopotamia.
The Sumerians - Paul Collins 2021-03-22
The Sumerians are widely believed to have
created the world’s earliest civilization on the
fertile floodplains of southern Iraq from about
3500 to 2000 BCE. They have been credited with
the invention of nothing less than cities, writing,
and the wheel, and therefore hold an ancient
mirror to our own urban, literate world. But is
this picture correct? Paul Collins reveals how the
idea of a Sumerian people was assembled from
the archaeological and textual evidence
uncovered in Iraq and Syria over the last one
hundred fifty years. Reconstructed through the
biases of those who unearthed them, the
Sumerians were never simply lost and found, but
reinvented a number of times, both in antiquity
and in the more recent past.
The Making of Empire in Bronze Age
Anatolia - Claudia Glatz 2020-11-12
In this book, Claudia Glatz reconsiders the
concept of empire and the processes of imperial
making and undoing of the Hittite network in
Late Bronze Age Anatolia. Using an array of
archaeological, iconographic, and textual
sources, she offers a fresh account of one of the
earliest, well-attested imperialist polities of the
ancient Near East. Glatz critically examines the
complexity and ever – transforming nature of
imperial relationships, and the practices through
which Hittite elites and administrators aimed to
bind disparate communities and achieve a
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measure of sovereignty in particular places and
landscapes. She also tracks the ambiguities
inherent in these practices -- what they did or
did not achieve, how they were resisted, and
how they were subtly negotiated in different
regional and cultural contexts.
Sacred Kingship in World History - A. Azfar
Moin 2022-05-10
Sacred kingship has been the core political form,
in small-scale societies and in vast empires, for
much of world history. This collaborative and
interdisciplinary book recasts the relationship
between religion and politics by exploring this
institution in long-term and global comparative
perspective. Editors A. Azfar Moin and Alan
Strathern present a theoretical framework for
understanding sacred kingship, which leading
scholars reflect on and respond to in a series of
essays. They distinguish between two separate
but complementary religious tendencies,
immanentism and transcendentalism, which
mold kings into divinized or righteous rulers,
respectively. Whereas immanence demands
priestly and cosmic rites from kings to sustain
the flourishing of life, transcendence turns the
focus to salvation and subordinates rulers to
higher ethical objectives. Secular modernity
does not end the struggle between immanence
and transcendence—flourishing and
righteousness—but only displaces it from kings
onto nations and individuals. After an essay by
Marshall Sahlins that ranges from the Pacific to
the Arctic, the book contains chapters on
religion and kingship in settings as far-flung as
ancient Egypt, classical Greece, medieval Islam,
Mughal India, modern European drama, and
ISIS. Sacred Kingship in World History sheds
new light on how religion has constructed
rulership, with implications spanning global
history, religious studies, political theory, and
anthropology.
Migration and Colonialism in Late Second
Millennium BCE Levant and Its Environs - Pekka
Pitkänen 2019-10-01
This book examines migration and colonialism in
the ancient Near East in the late second
millennium BCE, with a focus on the Levant. It
explores how the area was shaped by these
movements of people, especially in forming the
new Iron Age societies. The book utilises recent
sociological studies on group identity, violence,
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migration, colonialism and settler colonialism in
its reconstruction of related social and political
changes. Prime examples of migrations that are
addressed include those involving the Sea
Peoples and Philistines, ancient Israelites and
ancient Arameans. The final chapter sets the
developments in the ancient Near East in the
context of recent world history from a
typological perspective and in terms of the
legacy of the ancient world for Judaism and
Christianity. Altogether, the book contributes
towards an enhanced understanding of
migration, colonialism and violence in human
history. In addition to academics, this book will
be of particular interest to students of this
period in the Ancient Near East, as well anyone
working on migration and colonialism in the
ancient world. The book is also suitable to the
general public interested in world history.
The Invention of Enterprise - David S. Landes
2012-02-26
Whether hailed as heroes or cast as threats to
social order, entrepreneurs--and their
innovations--have had an enormous influence on
the growth and prosperity of nations. The
Invention of Enterprise gathers together, for the
first time, leading economic historians to explore
the entrepreneur's role in society from antiquity
to the present. Addressing social and
institutional influences from a historical context,
each chapter examines entrepreneurship during
a particular period and in an important
geographic location. The book chronicles the
sweeping history of enterprise in Mesopotamia
and Neo-Babylon; carries the reader through the
Islamic Middle East; offers insights into the
entrepreneurial history of China, Japan, and
Colonial India; and describes the crucial role of
the entrepreneur in innovative activity in Europe
and the United States, from the medieval period
to today. In considering the critical contributions
of entrepreneurship, the authors discuss why
entrepreneurial activities are not always
productive and may even sabotage prosperity.
They examine the institutions and restrictions
that have enabled or impeded innovation, and
the incentives for the adoption and
dissemination of inventions. They also describe
the wide variations in global entrepreneurial
activity during different historical periods and
the similarities in development, as well as
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entrepreneurship's role in economic growth. The
book is filled with past examples and events that
provide lessons for promoting and successfully
pursuing contemporary entrepreneurship as a
means of contributing to the welfare of society.
The Invention of Enterprise lays out a definitive
picture for all who seek an understanding of
innovation's central place in our world.
Multilingualism in Ancient Contexts - Louis C.
Jonker 2021-05-03
Multilingualism remains a thorny issue in many
contexts, be it cultural, political, or educational.
Debates and discourses on this issue in contexts
of diversity (particularly in multicultural
societies, but also in immigration situations) are
often conducted with present-day
communicational and educational needs in mind,
or with political and identity agendas. This is
nothing new. There are a vast number of
witnesses from the ancient West-Asian and
Mediterranean world attesting to the same
debates in long past societies. Could an
investigation into the linguistic landscapes of
ancient societies shed any light on our presentday debates and discourses? This volume
suggests that this is indeed the case. In fourteen
chapters, written and visual sources of the
ancient world are investigated and explored by
scholars, specialising in those fields of study, to
engage in an interdisciplinary discourse with
modern-day debates about multilingualism. A
final chapter – by an expert in language in
education – responds critically to the
contributions in the book to open avenues for
further interdisciplinary engagement – together
with contemporary linguists and educationists –
on the matter of multilingualism.
The World of the Oxus Civilization - Bertille
Lyonnet 2020-11-18
This collection of essays presents a synthesis of
current research on the Oxus Civilization, which
rose and developed at the turn of the 3rd to 2nd
millennia BC in Central Asia. First discovered in
the 1970s, the Oxus Civilization, or the
Bactria–Margiana Archaeological Complex
(BMAC), has engendered many different
interpretations, which are explored in this
volume by an international group of
archaeologists and researchers. Contributors
cover all aspects of this fascinating Bronze Age
culture: architecture; material culture; grave
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goods; religion; migrations; and trade and
interactions with neighboring civilizations, from
Mesopotamia to the Indus, and the Gulf to the
northern steppes. Chapters also examine the
Oxus Civilization’s roots in previous local
cultures, explore its environmental and
chronological context, or the possibly coveted
metal sources, and look into the reasons for its
decline. The World of the Oxus Civilization offers
a broad and fascinating examination of this
society, and provides an invaluable updated
resource for anyone working on the culture,
history, and archaeology of this region and on
the multiple interactions at work at that time in
the ancient Near East.
Everyday Life in Ancient Mesopotamia - Jean
Bott?ro 2001-09-05
Fifteen articles on the history of ancient
Mesopotamia explore such topics as women's
rights, architecture, myth, sexuality, and cuisine.
The First Great Powers - Arthur Cotterell
2019-11-01
The rediscovery of Babylon and Assyria in the
1840s transformed Western views on the origins
of civilisation. The excavation of Nineveh proved
that even the Greeks, Romans and Egyptians
together did not constitute the ancient world.
These peoples had nothing to do with the
beginnings of civilisation on Earth. It was in
Mesopotamia that humanity took the first steps
on its path towards the society we know today.
The Sumerians inaugurated civilisation itself,
but it was the Babylonians and then the
Assyrians who fulfilled its potential. Their early
experiments in state formation remain
fascinating to us today: just like our
governments, for a thousand years Babylon and
Assyria grappled with the challenges of
organising central power, administering distant
territories, and engineering social harmony in
empires and their cities. These achievements
form one of the momentous episodes in human
history; the Mesopotamian invention of writing
revolutionised our minds and increased our
intellectual possibilities a hundredfold. The First
Great Powers is a revelation: of kingship,
warfare, society and religion. Here at last we
can discover what it meant to be an ancient
Mesopotamian living in such an extraordinary
world.
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C. M. C. Green 2007
The sanctuary dedicated to Diana at Aricia
flourished from the Bronze age to the second
century CE. From its archaic beginnings in the
wooded crater beside the lake known as the
'mirror of Dianea' it grew into a grand
Hellenistic-style complex that attracted crowds
of pilgrims and the sick. Diana was also believed
to confer power on leaders. This book examines
the history of Diana's cult and healing sanctuary,
which remained a significant and wealthy
religious center for more than a thousand years.
It sheds new light on Diana herself, on the use of
rational as well as ritual healing in the
sanctuary, on the subtle distinctions between
Latin religious sensibility and the more austere
Roman practice, and on the interpenetration of
cult and politics in Latin and Roman history.
Assyria - Mario Liverani 2022-04-15
This is an examination, in 30 chapters, of all
aspects of the ancient Assyrian empire and its
relationship to "empire theory" and the study of
empires in general, explicating Assyria as the
first of the genuine empires. The discussion also
examines how ancient empires contribute to our
understanding, despite differences, of modern
empires.
The Politics of the Past: The Representation
of the Ancient Empires by Iran’s Modern
States - Maryam Dezhamkhooy 2018-12-31
This book examines the highly problematic
politics of the past surrounding the archaeology
of ancient empires in Iran. Discussing their
personal and professional experiences, the
authors exemplify the real, ethical dilemmas that
archaeologists confront in the Middle East,
calling for reflectivity and awareness among the
archaeologists of the region
Ancient Near Eastern History and Culture William H. Stiebing Jr. 2016-07-01
This introduction to the Ancient Near East
includes coverage of Egypt and a balance of
political, social, and cultural coverage.
Organized by the periods, kingdoms, and
empires generally used in Near Eastern political
history, the text interlaces social and cultural
history with the political narrative. This
combination allows students to get a rounded
introduction to the subject of Ancient Near
Eastern history. An emphasis on problems and
areas of uncertainty helps students understand
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how evidence is used to create interpretations
and allows them to realize that several different
interpretations of the same evidence are
possible.This introduction to the Ancient Near
East includes coverage of Egypt and a balance of
political, social, and cultural coverage.
A Short History of Babylon - Karen Radner
2020-02-20
Much of our perception of Babylon in the West is
filtered through the poignant echoes of loss and
longing that resonate in the Hebrew Bible. The
lamenting exiles of Judah craved a return to
their lost homeland after the sack of Jerusalem
in 587 BC and their forcible removal by
Nebuchadnezzar to the alien floodlands of the
Euphrates. But to see Babylon only as an adjunct
to Old Testament history is misleading. A Short
History of Babylon explores the ever-changing
city that shaped world history for two millennia.
The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East - D.
T. Potts 2020
"The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East
offers a comprehensive and fully illustrated
survey of the history of Egypt and Western Asia
(Levant, Anatolia, Mesopotamia and Iran) in five
volumes, from the emergence of complex states
to the conquest of Alexander of Great. The
authors represent a highly international mix of
leading academics whose expertise brings alive
the people, places and times of the remote past.
The emphasis lies firmly on the political and
social histories of the states and communities
under investigation. The individual chapters
present the key textual and material sources
underpinning the historical reconstruction,
giving special attention to the most recent
archaeological finds and how they have
impacted our interpretation. The first volume
covers the long period from the mid-tenth
millennium to the late third millennium BC and
presents the history of the Near East in ten
chapters "From the Beginnings to Old Kingdom
Egypt and the Dynasty of Akkad". Key topics
include the domestication of animals and plants,
the first permanent settlements, the subjugation
and appropriation of the natural environment,
the emergence of complex states and belief
systems, the invention of the earliest writing
systems and the wide-ranging trade networks
that linked diverse population groups across
deserts, mountains and oceans"-5/10
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Women's Writing of Ancient Mesopotamia Charles Halton 2018
This anthology translates and discusses texts
authored by women of ancient Mesopotamia.
Civilizations of Ancient Iraq - Benjamin R.
Foster 2021-06-08
In Civilizations of Ancient Iraq, Benjamin and
Karen Foster tell the fascinating story of ancient
Mesopotamia from the earliest settlements ten
thousand years ago to the Arab conquest in the
seventh century. Accessible and concise, this is
the most up-to-date and authoritative book on
the subject. With illustrations of important works
of art and architecture in every chapter, the
narrative traces the rise and fall of successive
civilizations and peoples in Iraq over the course
of millennia--from the Sumerians, Babylonians,
and Assyrians to the Persians, Seleucids,
Parthians, and Sassanians. Ancient Iraq was
home to remarkable achievements. One of the
birthplaces of civilization, it saw the world's
earliest cities and empires, writing and
literature, science and mathematics,
monumental art, and innumerable other
innovations. Civilizations of Ancient Iraq gives
special attention to these milestones, as well as
to political, social, and economic history. And
because archaeology is the source of almost
everything we know about ancient Iraq, the book
includes an epilogue on the discovery and fate of
its antiquities. Compelling and timely,
Civilizations of Ancient Iraq is an essential guide
to understanding Mesopotamia's central role in
the development of human culture.
The Sumerian World - Harriet Crawford
2013-08-29
The Sumerian World explores the archaeology,
history and art of southern Mesopotamia and its
relationships with its neighbours from c.3,000 2,000BC. Including material hitherto
unpublished from recent excavations, the
articles are organised thematically using
evidence from archaeology, texts and the natural
sciences. This broad treatment will also make
the volume of interest to students looking for
comparative data in allied subjects such as
ancient literature and early religions. Providing
an authoritative, comprehensive and up to date
overview of the Sumerian period written by
some of the best qualified scholars in the field,
The Sumerian World will satisfy students,
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researchers, academics, and the knowledgeable
layperson wishing to understand the world of
southern Mesopotamia in the third millennium.
Scribal Education in the Sargonic Period Nicholas L. Kraus 2020-10-12
Scribal Education in the Sargonic Period
presents an in-depth analysis of scribal
education during the period of Sargonic
hegemony in ancient Mesopotamia (c.
2335-2150 BCE).
Where War Began - Arthur Cotterell
2022-09-01
Bloody fighting between rival tribes and clans
has existed since the dawn of Homo sapiens, but
war as we knew it began to take the more
organized forms we recognize today in the
ancient Near East, starting in the vital region
near the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers (modern
Iraq) and ultimately extending west to the
Mediterranean Sea through what became the
Holy Land of the Bible, a region eventually
contested by Egypt, the Roman Empire, and
others, and extending north and east into the
mountains of Persia (modern Iran). In this
informed and accessible history, Arthur Cotterell
tells the story of how the story of the
development of civilization is also the story of
the development of organized warfare This story
begins around 4,000 to 3,000 BC with the
Sumerians, one of the first dominant civilizations
of fertile Mesopotamia, and their wars with their
neighbors. The Sumerians eventually gave way
to the Babylonians, whose period of dominance
saw rudimentary “great power” rivalries begin
to form with the likes of Egypt and the Hittites
and the Battle of Kadesh (1274 BC). This period
resolved with the fall of Babylon and the rise of
other powers, ultimately the Persian Empire of
Cyrus and Darius, one of the great ancient
dynasties, which battled the Greeks directly (as
chronicled in Herodotus) and indirectly as rival
Persian factions battled each other (e.g., as
chronicled in Xenophon’s account of the storied
Ten Thousand). In the period that followed, the
Near East was dominated by Alexander the
Great, whose legendary campaigns conquered
Persia and ventured east into modern India. This
era saw the refinement of the Greek hoplite
tactics that remained standard for many
hundreds of years. After Alexander the Great,
and the rise of the Seleucids and Parthians
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where Persians once reigned, the Roman Empire
began to exert its power in the region, especially
at its colonies in Judea and Syria. Spanning
some 4,000 years and drawing anecdotes and
quotations from ancient sources, Where War
Began is a lively narrative of the origins of war
in a region that is still afflicted by war and that
still shapes global politics.
A History of Babylon, 2200 BC - AD 75 Paul-Alain Beaulieu 2018-02-05
Provides a new narrative history of the ancient
world, from the beginnings of civilization in the
ancient Near East and Egypt to the fall of
Constantinople Written by an expert in the field,
this book presents a narrative history of Babylon
from the time of its First Dynasty (1880-1595)
until the last centuries of the city’s existence
during the Hellenistic and Parthian periods (ca.
331-75 AD). Unlike other texts on Ancient Near
Eastern and Mesopotamian history, it offers a
unique focus on Babylon and Babylonia, while
still providing readers with an awareness of the
interaction with other states and peoples.
Organized chronologically, it places the various
socio-economic and cultural developments and
institutions in their historical context. The book
also gives religious and intellectual
developments more respectable coverage than
books that have come before it. A History of
Babylon, 2200 BC – AD 75 teaches readers about
the most important phase in the development of
Mesopotamian culture. The book offers in-depth
chapter coverage on the Sumero-Addadian
Background, the rise of Babylon, the decline of
the first dynasty, Kassite ascendancy, the second
dynasty of Isin, Arameans and Chaldeans, the
Assyrian century, the imperial heyday, and
Babylon under foreign rule. Focuses on Babylon
and Babylonia Written by a highly regarded
Assyriologist Part of the very successful
Histories of the Ancient World series An
excellent resource for students, instructors, and
scholars A History of Babylon, 2200 BC - AD 75
is a profound text that will be ideal for upperlevel undergraduate and graduate courses on
Ancient Near Eastern and Mesopotamian history
and scholars of the subject.
The Great Leveler - Walter Scheidel
2018-09-18
"Are mass violence and catastrophes the only
forces that can seriously decrease economic
the-age-of-agade-inventing-empire-in-ancient-mesopotamia

inequality? To judge by thousands of years of
history, the answer is yes. Tracing the global
history of inequality from the Stone Age to
today, Walter Scheidel shows that inequality
never dies peacefully. Inequality declines when
carnage and disaster strike and increases when
peace and stability return. The Great Leveler is
the first book to chart the crucial role of violent
shocks in reducing inequality over the full sweep
of human history around the world. Ever since
humans began to farm, herd livestock, and pass
on their assets to future generations, economic
inequality has been a defining feature of
civilization. Over thousands of years, only violent
events have significantly lessened inequality.
The "Four Horsemen" of leveling--massmobilization warfare, transformative revolutions,
state collapse, and catastrophic plagues--have
repeatedly destroyed the fortunes of the rich.
Scheidel identifies and examines these
processes, from the crises of the earliest
civilizations to the cataclysmic world wars and
communist revolutions of the twentieth century.
Today, the violence that reduced inequality in
the past seems to have diminished, and that is a
good thing. But it casts serious doubt on the
prospects for a more equal future. An essential
contribution to the debate about inequality, The
Great Leveler provides important new insights
about why inequality is so persistent--and why it
is unlikely to decline anytime soon."-Much Ado about Marduk - Jennifer Finn
2017-05-22
Studies in Ancient Near Eastern Records
(SANER) is a peer-reviewed series devoted to
the publication of monographs pertaining to all
aspects of the history, culture, literature,
religion, art, and archaeology of the Ancient
Near East, from the earliest historical periods to
Late Antiquity. The aim of this series is to
present in-depth studies of the written and
material records left by the civilizations and
cultures that populated the various areas of the
Ancient Near East: Anatolia, Arabia, Egypt, Iran,
the Levant, Mesopotamia, and Syria. Thus,
SANER is open to all sorts of works that have
something new to contribute and which are
relevant to scholars and students within the
continuum of regions, disciplines, and periods
that constitute the field of Ancient Near Eastern
studies, as well as to those in neighboring
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disciplines, including Biblical Studies, Classics,
and Ancient History in general.
King Hammurabi of Babylon - Marc Van De
Mieroop 2008-04-30
This is the first biography in English of King
Hammurabi, who ruled Babylon from 1792 to
1750 BC and presents a rounded view of his
accomplishments. Describes how Hammurabi
dealt with powerful rivals and extended his
kingdom. Draws on the King’s own writings and
on diplomatic correspondence that has only
recently become available. Explores the
administration of the kingdom and the legacies
of his rule, especially his legal code.
Demonstrates how Hammurabi’s conquests
irrevocably changed the political organization of
the Near East, so that he was long remembered
as one of the great kings of the past. Written to
be accessible to a general audience.
Understanding Collapse - Guy D. Middleton
2017-06-26
Understanding Collapse explores the collapse of
ancient civilisations, such as the Roman Empire,
the Maya, and Easter Island. In this lively
survey, Guy D. Middleton critically examines our
ideas about collapse - how we explain it and how
we have constructed potentially misleading
myths around collapses - showing how and why
collapse of societies was a much more complex
phenomenon than is often admitted. Rather than
positing a single explanatory model of collapse economic, social, or environmental - Middleton
gives full consideration to the overlooked
resilience in communities of ancient peoples and
the choices that they made. He offers a fresh
interpretation of collapse that will be accessible
to both students and scholars. The book is an
engaging, introductory-level survey of collapse
in the archaeology/history literature, which will
be ideal for use in courses on the collapse of
civilizations, sustainability, and climate change.
It includes up-to-date case studies of famous and
less well-known examples of collapses, and is
illustrated with 25 black and white illustrations,
3 line drawings, 16 tables and 18 maps.
A Companion to Assyria - Eckart Frahm
2017-03-24
A Companion to Assyria is a collection of original
essays on ancient Assyria written by key
international scholars. These new scholarly
contributions have substantially reshaped
the-age-of-agade-inventing-empire-in-ancient-mesopotamia

contemporary understanding of society and life
in this ancient civilization. The only detailed upto-date introduction providing a scholarly
overview of ancient Assyria in English within the
last fifty years Original essays written and edited
by a team of respected Assyriology scholars from
around the world An in-depth exploration of
Assyrian society and life, including the latest
thought on cities, art, religion, literature,
economy, and technology, and political and
military history
The Uruk World System - Guillermo Algaze 2005
Most archaeologists and historians of the
ancient Near East have focused on the internal
transformations that led to the emergence of
early cities and states. In The Uruk World
System, Guillermo Algaze concentrates on the
unprecedented and wide-ranging process of
external expansion that coincided with the rapid
initial crystallization of Mesopotamian
civilization. In this extensive study, he contends
that the rise of early Sumerian polities cannot be
understood without also taking into account the
developments in surrounding peripheral areas.
This new edition includes a substantial new
chapter that explores recent data and
interpretations of the expansion of Uruk
settlements across Syro-Mesopotamia.
The Age of Agade - Benjamin R. Foster
2015-12-14
The Age of Agade is the first book-length study
of the Akkadian period of Mesopotamian history,
which saw the rise and fall of the world’s first
empire during more than a century of
extraordinary political, social, and cultural
innovation. It draws together more than 40 years
of research by one of the world’s leading experts
in Assyriology to offer an exhaustive survey of
the Akkadian empire. Addressing all aspects of
the empire, including its statecraft and military,
territory and cities, arts, religion, economy, and
production, The Age of Agade considers what
can be said of Akkadian political and social
history, material culture, and daily life. A final
chapter also explores how the empire has been
presented in modern historiography, from the
decipherment of cuneiform to the present,
including the extensive research of Soviet
historians, summarized here in English for the
first time. Drawing on contemporaneous written
and artifactual sources, as well as relevant
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materials from succeeding generations, Foster
introduces the reader to the wealth of evidence
available. Accessibly written by a specialist in
the field, this book is an engaging examination of
a critical era in the history of early
Mesopotamia.
The Oxford World History of Empire - Peter
Fibiger Bang 2020-12-02
This is the first world history of empire, reaching
from the third millennium BCE to the present.
By combining synthetic surveys, thematic
comparative essays, and numerous chapters on
specific empires, its two volumes provide
unparalleled coverage of imperialism throughout
history and across continents, from Asia to
Europe and from Africa to the Americas. Only a
few decades ago empire was believed to be a
thing of the past; now it is clear that it has been
and remains one of the most enduring forms of
political organization and power. We cannot
understand the dynamics and resilience of
empire without moving decisively beyond the
study of individual cases or particular periods,
such as the relatively short age of European
colonialism. The history of empire, as these
volumes amply demonstrate, needs to be drawn
on the much broader canvas of global history.
Volume Two: The History of Empires tracks the
protean history of political domination from the
very beginnings of state formation in the Bronze
Age up to the present. Case studies deal with the
full range of the historical experience of empire,
from the realms of the Achaemenids and Asoka
to the empires of Mali and Songhay, and from
ancient Rome and China to the Mughals,
American settler colonialism, and the Soviet
Union. Forty-five chapters detailing the history
of individual empires are tied together by a set
of global synthesizing surveys that structure the
world history of empire into eight chronological
phases.
The Neo-Assyrian Empire in the Southwest Avraham Faust 2021-01-18
The Neo-Assyrian empire — the first large
empire of the ancient world — has attracted a
great deal of public attention ever since the
spectacular discoveries of its impressive remains
in the 19th century. The southwestern part of
this empire, located in the lands of the Bible, is
archaeologically speaking the best known region
in the world, and its history is described in a
the-age-of-agade-inventing-empire-in-ancient-mesopotamia

plethora of texts, including the Hebrew Bible.
Using a bottom-up approach, Avraham Faust
utilises this unparalleled information to
reconstruct the outcomes of the Assyrian
conquest of the region and how it impacted the
diverse political units and ecological zones that
comprised it. In doing so, he draws close
attention to the transformations the imperial
take-over brought in its wake. His analysis
reveals the marginality of the annexed
territories in the southwest as the empire
focused its activities in small border areas facing
its prospering clients. A comparison of this
surprising picture to the information available
from other parts of the empire suggests that the
distance of these provinces from the imperial
core is responsible for their fate. This sheds new
light on factors influencing imperial expansion,
the considerations leading to annexation, and
the imperial methods of control, challenging old
conventions about the development of the
Assyrian empire and its rule. Faust also
examines the Assyrian empire within the
broader context of ancient Near Eastern
imperialism to answer larger questions on the
nature of Assyrian domination, the reasons for
its harsh treatment of the distant provinces, and
the factors influencing the limits of its reach. His
findings highlight the historical development of
imperial control in antiquity and the ways in
which later empires were able to overcome
similar limitations, paving the way to much
larger and longer-lasting polities.
Short-term Empires in World History Robert Rollinger 2020-06-04
The volume will focus on a comparative level on
a specific group of states that are commonly
labelled as “empires” and that we encounter
through all historical periods. Although they are
very successful at the very beginning, like most
empires are, this success is very ephemeral and
transient. The era of conquest is never followed
by a period of consolidation. Collapse and/or
reduction to much smaller dimension run as fast
as the process of wide-ranging conquest and
expansion. The volume singles out a series of
such “short-term empires” and aims to provide a
methodologically clearly structured as well as a
uniform and consistent approach by developing
a general set of questions that guarantee the
possibility to compare and distinguish. This way
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it intends to examine not only already well
established empires but also to illuminate
forgotten ones.
A History of the World with the Women Put
Back In - Kerstin Lücker 2019-09-16
‘Who says that daughters cannot be heroic?’
Once upon a time, history was written by men,
for men and about men. Women were deemed
less important, their letters destroyed, their
stories ignored. Not any more. This is the story
of women who went to war, women who stopped
war and women who stayed at home. The rulers.
The fighters. The activists. The writers. This is
the story of Wu Zetian, who as ‘Chinese
Emperor’ helped to spread Buddhism in China.
This is the story of Genghis Khan’s powerful
daughters, who ruled his empire for him. This is
the story of Christine de Pizan, one of the
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earliest feminist writers. This is the story of
Victoria Woodhull, who ran for president before
she could even vote for one. This is the story of
the world – with the women put back in.
Imagining God - Humberto Casanova
2020-02-05
An ever-growing number of Christians are
becoming more and more uncomfortable with
the tenets of the church, the stories of the Bible,
and the church’s worldview. Statistics show that
these feelings easily escalate into a crisis of
faith, and for now their predicament is being
resolved by leaving the church. This book will
certainly help dealing with the crisis by showing
that the language of faith is built by a web of
metaphors taken from the Ancient Near East.
We do not need to take biblical language
literally, but as parables for human values in
need to be assessed critically.
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