Pagan Religions Of The Ancient British Isles Their Nature And
Legacy
As recognized, adventure as capably as experience about lesson, amusement, as well as treaty can be gotten by just checking out a book Pagan
Religions Of The Ancient British Isles Their Nature And Legacy as a consequence it is not directly done, you could bow to even more going on
for this life, not far off from the world.
We have enough money you this proper as skillfully as simple artifice to get those all. We pay for Pagan Religions Of The Ancient British Isles Their
Nature And Legacy and numerous ebook collections from fictions to scientific research in any way. in the course of them is this Pagan Religions Of
The Ancient British Isles Their Nature And Legacy that can be your partner.

The Rise and Fall of Merry England - Ronald Hutton 1996
Highly readable and entertaining, Ronald Hutton's acclaimed work is the
first comprehensive account of the religious and secular rituals of late
medieval and early modern England.
Pagans and Christians in Late Antique Rome - Michele Renee
Salzman 2016
This book sheds new light on the religious and consequently social
changes taking place in late antique Rome. The essays in this volume
argue that the once-dominant notion of pagan-Christian religious conflict
cannot fully explain the texts and artifacts, as well as the social,
religious, and political realities of late antique Rome. Together, the
essays demonstrate that the fourth-century city was a more fluid, vibrant,
and complex place than was previously thought. Competition between
diverse groups in Roman society - be it pagans with Christians,
Christians with Christians, or pagans with pagans - did create tensions
and hostility, but it also allowed for coexistence and reduced the
likelihood of overt violent, physical conflict. Competition and coexistence,
along with conflict, emerge as still central paradigms for those who seek
to understand the transformations of Rome from the age of Constantine

through the early fifth century.
The Flaming Circle - Robin Artisson 2008-06
"A Regeneration of the Pre-Christian Spiritual Worldviews and Religious
Practices of the Holy Isles." This book is very different from anything
Robin Artisson has written so far, for a very special reason: it is written
in the tone of a father to his children. This book is a gift for his children,
full of things he would want them to know and things he would want to
tell them, to help them through their lives. The book is closer, more
intimate, and warmer than most of his work. But it includes massive
amounts of material regarding native British Isles (Britain and Ireland)
traditional Paganism and spiritual ecology, and native Gods and
Goddesses. Tons of scholarly backing and personal inspiration, as well as
a wide and complete selection of traditional Pagan philosophical "points
of guidance" are offered, as a father would want to offer his most beloved
offspring. A full working reconstruction of the pre-Christian polytheistic
religious perspectives and practices of Pagan Britain and Ireland is
"taught" in its pages, like a guidebook and a long letter/narrative being
sent from father to children. There is a long occult tradition of such
exchanges. All are invited to listen in on a man telling the most important
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things he can tell his children, and hoping that they remember these
things when he is gone and they have children of their own. A very
personal project, but one he has wanted to create and write for years,
and it deals with years worth of material he has collected.
Signals of Belief in Early England - M. O. H. Carver 2010
This volume attempts to throw new light on the mentality of the earliest
English - the way they thought, the way they viewed nature and the
supernatural. Previous approaches have regarded the English as
adherents of two consecutive religions, paganism and Christianity.
Paganism held sway among the Anglo-Saxon settlers from the 4th to the
6th century, but Christianity superseded it from the 7th to the 10th
century. Of the two Christianity documented itself thoroughly. Paganism
failed to do so, and thereby laid itself open to centuries of abuse,
conjecture or mindless admiration. Although archaeology does not
provide direct access to the mind, it can reveal a great deal about pagan
mentalities through analysis of the signals of belief left in material
culture. Scrutinising a range of material from locations across northern
Europe in Scandinavia as well as England the authors of the current
volume demonstrate that beliefs varied from place to place. The
conclusion of this volume is that `paganism' does not refer to a specific
set of religious beliefs with geographically widespread rules and
institutions. Instead `paganism' is a loose term for a variety of local
world views and practices. Anglo-Saxon Christianity also appears in a
similar light as a source on which communities in different localities
drew selectively. Overall the volume offers a new perspective on the
preoccupations and anxieties of a crucial age.
The Triumph of the Moon - Ronald Hutton 2001-02-15
Ronald Hutton is known for his colourful and provocative writings on
original subjects. This work is no exception: for the first full-scale
scholarly study of the only religion England has ever given the world;
that of modern pagan witchcraft, which has now spread from English
shores across four continents. Hutton examines the nature of that
religion and its development, and offers a microhistory of attitudes to
paganism, witchcraft, and magic in British society since 1800. Its pages

reveal village cunning folk, Victorian ritual magicians, classicists and
archaeologists, leaders of woodcraft and scouting movements,
Freemasons, and members of rural secret societies. We also find some of
the leading of figures of English literature, from the Romantic poets to
W.B. Yeats, D.H. Lawrence, and Robert Graves, as well as the main
personalities who have represented pagan witchcraft to the world since
1950. Densely researched, Triumph of the Moon presents an
authoritative insight into a hitherto little-known aspect of modern social
history.
Pagan Holidays - Todd D Bennett 2012-09-28
This book examines traditional religious holidays in the light of the
Scriptural Appointed Times, often erroneously referred to as Jewish
Holidays. This book reveals that many popular religious holidays actually
derive from Babylonian sun worship. The reader is encouraged to
understand and recognize how the Appointed Times are relevant and
critical to anyone desirous of entering into a Covenant relationship with
the Creator. It also examines the proper calendar in which those
Appointed Times occur. This book is a part of the Walk in the Light series
and an invaluable companion to The Appointed Times. This book, and the
entire series, is intended for those seeking Scriptural truth amidst
Christian and Jewish tradition.
The Reformation of the Landscape - Alexandra Walsham 2011-02-17
The Reformation of the Landscape is a richly detailed and original study
of the relationship between the landscape of Britain and Ireland and the
tumultuous religious changes of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Pagan Theology - Michael York 2005-04
In Pagan Theology, Michael York provides an introduction to, and
expansion of, the concept of Paganism and provides an overview of its
theological perspective and practice. He demonstrates it to be a viable
and distinguishable spiritual perspective found today in such forms as
Chinese folk religion, Shinto, tribal religions, and neo-Paganism in the
West. While adherents of many of these traditions do not use the word
"pagan" to describe their beliefs or practices, York contends that there is
an identifiable position possessing characteristics and understandings in
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common for which the label "pagan" is appropriate. He outlines these
characteristics and also explores paganism as a general form of religious
behavior which may be found in other religions which are not themselves
pagan. In the course of examining such behavior, York provides
descriptions of religions in action, including Buddhism and Hinduism.
Blood & Mistletoe - Ronald Hutton 2009-05-26
The acclaimed author of Witches, Druids, and King Arthur presents a
“lucid, open-minded” cultural history of the Druids as part of British
identity (Terry Jones). Crushed by the Romans in the first century A.D.,
the ancient Druids of Britain left almost no reliable evidence behind.
Historian Ronald Hutton shows how this lack of definite information has
allowed succeeding British generations to reimagine, reinterpret, and
reinvent the Druids. Hutton’s captivating book is the first to encompass
two thousand years of Druid history and to explore the evolution of
English, Scottish, and Welsh attitudes toward the forever ambiguous
figures of the ancient Celtic world. Druids have been remembered at
different times as patriots, scientists, philosophers, or priests. Sometimes
portrayed as corrupt, bloodthirsty, or ignorant, they were also seen as
fomenters of rebellion. Hutton charts how the Druids have been written
in and out of history, archaeology, and the public consciousness for some
500 years, with particular focus on the romantic period, when Druids
completely dominated notions of British prehistory. Sparkling with
legends and images, filled with new perspectives on ancient and modern
times, this fascinating cultural study reveals Druids as catalysts in British
history.
Angels & Goddesses - Michael Howard 1994
Traces the history & development of Celtic Paganism & Christianity
specifically in Wales, but also in relation to the rest of the British Isles
including Ireland, from the Iron Age to the present. A study of the
transition between the pagan religions & Christianity & how the early
Church, in the Celtic countries struggled with & later absorbed the
earlier forms of spirituality, clearly seen in the development of Celtic
Christianity when pagan & Christian beliefs co-existed, albeit in an
uneasy & sometimes violent relationship. Also covers how the Roman

Catholic version of Christianity arrived in England at the end of the 6th
century & its affect on the Celtic Church; how Celtic Christianity was
suppressed & the effect this was to have on the history & theology of the
Church in the Middle Ages. The influence of Celtic Christianity on the
Arthurian legends & the Grail romances is explored, as is the resurgence
of interest in Celtic Christianity today.
Pagan Celtic Britain - Anne Ross 1996
Although some aspects of pre-Roman and pre-Christian beliefs remain
shrouded in mystery, the author of this comprehensive, profusely
illustrated volume contends that neither the Roman invasion of Britain
nor the coming of Christianity eliminated pagan religious practice. Dr.
Anne Ross writes from wide experience of living in Celtic-speaking
communities where she has traced vernacular tradition. She employs
archaeological and anthropoligical evidence, as well as folklore, to
provide broad insight into the early Celtic world.
The Cambridge Companion to New Religious Movements - Olav Hammer
2012-08-30
This volume addresses the key features of new religions, such as
Scientology, the Moonies and Jihadist movements, from a systematic,
comparative perspective.
Modern Paganism in World Cultures - Michael Strmiska 2005
The most comprehensive study available of neo-pagan religious
movements in North America and Europe. * Photographs of neo-pagan
leaders, practitioners, and rituals, along with maps of areas where
various religions are practiced * Contributions from an international
team of scholars provides insight into belief systems and cultural
influences
A History of Pagan Europe - Prudence Jones 2013-10-11
The first comprehensive study of its kind, this fully illustrated book
establishes Paganism as a persistent force in European history with a
profound influence on modern thinking. From the serpent goddesses of
ancient Crete to modern nature-worship and the restoration of the
indigenous religions of eastern Europe, this wide-ranging book offers a
rewarding new perspective of European history. In this definitive study,
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Prudence Jones and Nigel Pennick draw together the fragmented sources
of Europe's native religions and establish the coherence and continuity of
the Pagan world vision. Exploring Paganism as it developed from the
ancient world through the Celtic and Germanic periods, the authors
finally appraise modern Paganism and its apparent causes as well as
addressing feminist spirituality, the heritage movement, nature-worship
and `deep' ecology This innovative and comprehensive history of
European Paganism will provide a stimulating, reliable guide to this
popular dimension of religious culture for the academic and the general
reader alike.
Trials of the Moon - Ben Whitmore 2010
The 'creation myths' of modern witchcraft and Paganism were decisively
toppled at the turn of this century in Ronald Hutton's celebrated book,
Triumph of the Moon. But did Hutton topple more than just myths? Are
some truths also hidden in the rubble? Did paganism really die out
centuries ago? Was witchcraft really no more than a fantasy? Were the
Gods of Wicca really born out of the Romantic movement? Did Gerald
Gardner lie about his initiation into witchcraft? Ben Whitmore has
retraced many of Hutton's steps, critically evaluating the evidence, and
he now suggests that the truth may be quite different and even more
fascinating. Drawing on a wealth of scholarly material, Whitmore
demonstrates that the field of Pagan history is anything but barren
ground - it is rich and fertile, and we have barely begun to cultivate it.
The Handbook of Religions in Ancient Europe - Lisbeth Bredholt
Christensen 2014-09-11
"The Handbook of Religions in Ancient Europe" surveys the major
religious currents of Europe before Christianity - the first continental
religion with hegemonic ambition - wiped out most local religions. The
evidence - whether archaeological or written - is notoriously difficult to
interpret, and the variety of religions documented by the sources and the
range of languages used are bewildering. The "Handbook" brings
together leading authorities on pre-Christian religious history to provide
a state-of-the-art survey. The first section of the book covers the
Prehistoric period, from the Paleolithic to the Bronze Age. The second

section covers the period since writing systems began. Ranging across
the Mediterranean and Northern, Celtic and Slavic Europe, the essays
assess the archaeological and textual evidence. Dispersed archaeological
remains and biased outside sources constitute our main sources of
information, so the complex task of interpreting these traces is explained
for each case. The "Handbook" also aims to highlight the plurality of
religion in ancient Europe: the many ways in which it is expressed,
notably in discourse, action, organization, and material culture; how it is
produced and maintained by different people with different interests;
how communities always connect with or disassociate from adjunct
communities and how their beliefs and rituals are shaped by these
relationships. The "Handbook" will be invaluable to anyone interested in
ancient History and also to scholars and students of Religion,
Anthropology, Archaeology, and Classical Studies.
The Pagan Religions of the Ancient British Isles - Ronald Hutton
1993-12-08
This is the first survey of religious beliefs in the British Isles from the Old
Stone Age to the coming of Christianity, one of the least familiar periods
in Britain's history. Ronald Hutton draws upon a wealth of new data,
much of it archaeological, that has transformed interpretation over the
past decade. Giving more or less equal weight to all periods, from the
Neolithic to the Middle Ages, he examines a fascinating range of
evidence for Celtic and Romano-British paganism, from burial sites,
cairns, megaliths and causeways, to carvings, figurines, jewellery,
weapons, votive objects, literary texts and folklore.
Paganism in the Roman Empire - Ramsay MacMullen 1981-01-01
"MacMullen...has published several books in recent years which
establish him, rightfully, as a leading social historian of the Roman
Empire. The current volume exhibits many of the characteristics of its
predecessors: the presentation of novel, revisionist points of view...;
discrete set pieces of trenchant argument which do not necessarily
conform to the boundaries of traditional history; and an impressive,
authoritative, and up-to-date documentation, especially rich in primary
sources...A stimulating and provocative discourse on Roman paganism as
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a phenomenon worthy of synthetic investigation in its own right and as
the fundamental context for the rise of Christianity.”--Richard Brilliant,
History "MacMullen’s latest work represents many features of paganism
in its social context more vividly and clearly than ever before.”--Fergus
Millar, American Historical Review "The major cults...are examined from
a social and cultural perspective and with the aid of many recently
published specialized studies...Students of the Roman Empire...should
read this book.”--Robert J, Penella, Classical World "A distinguished book
with much exact observation...An indispensable mine of erudition on a
grand theme.” Henry Chadwick, Times Literary Supplement Ramsay
MacMullen is Dunham Professor of History and Classics at Yale
University and the author of Roman Government’s Response to Crisis,
A.D. 235-337 and Roman Social Relations, 50 B.C. to A.D. 284
Pagan Portals - The Cailleach - Rachel Patterson 2016-07-29
The Cailleach - goddess of the ancestors, wisdom that comes with age,
the weather, time, shape-shifting and winter. Within the pages of this
book Rachel Patterson gives the reader an introduction to the mysteries,
myths, legends and magic of the ancient hag goddess The Cailleach,
drawing upon ancient legends, stories told and her own experiences.
The Isles of the Many Gods - David Rankine 2007-01
"An A-Z of the pagan gods & goddesses worshipped in ancient Britain
during the first millennium CE through to the Middle Ages"--Cover.
Christians and Pagans in Roman Britain (Routledge Revivals) - Dorothy
Watts 2014-03-18
In Christians and Pagans in Roman Britain, first published in 1991,
Professor Dorothy Watts sets out to distinguish possible Pagan features
in Romano-British Christianity in the period leading up to and
immediately following the withdrawal of Roman forces in AD 410. Watts
argues that British Christianity at the time contained many Pagan
influences, suggesting that the former, although it had been present in
the British Isles for some two centuries, was not nearly as firmly
established as in other parts of the Empire. Building on recent
developments in the archaeology of Roman Britain, and utilising a
nuanced method for deciphering the significance of objects with

ambiguous religious identities, Christians and Pagans in Roman Britain
will be of interest to classicists, students of the history of the British
Isles, Church historians, and also to those generally interested in the
place of Christianity during the twilight of the Western Roman Empire.
Religions of the Ancient World - Sarah Iles Johnston 2004-11-30
Presents the beliefs, cults, gods, and ritual practices that developed in
Mediterranean region countries such as Egypt, Anatolia, Mesopotamia,
Iran, Greece, and Rome from the the third millenium B.C. up to the
fourth century A.D.
The Ancient Gods Speak - Donald B. Redford 2002
It is the guide for the student, the scholar, and the general reader."-BOOK JACKET.
The Pagan Middle Ages - Ludovicus Milis 1998
The Pagan Middle Ages sets out to show that paganism remained a force
to be reckoned with, although concealed beneath a veneer of
Christianity, well into the Middle Ages.
Book of Shadows - Gerald Gardner 2014-08-04
A Book of Shadows is a book containing religious texts and instructions
for magical rituals found within the Neo-pagan religion of Wicca. The
first Book of Shadows was created by Gerald B. Gardner, (an author as
well as an amateur archaeologist and anthropologist), in the late 1940's
or early 1950's, which he used in his Bricket Wood coven and then in
later covens which he founded. The concept was adopted by other
traditions. The current Book of Shadows is a compilation of manuscripts
found in his museum after his death.
Stations of the Sun - Ronald Hutton 2001-02-15
Comprehensive and engaging, this colourful study covers the whole
sweep of ritual history from the earliest written records to the present
day. From May Day revels and Midsummer fires, to Harvest Home and
Hallowe'en, to the twelve days of Christmas, Ronald Hutton takes us on a
fascinating journey through the ritual year in Britain. He challenges
many common assumptions about the customs of the past, and debunks
many myths surrounding festivals of the present, to illuminate the history
of the calendar year we live by today.
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The Witch - Ronald Hutton 2017-08-01
This “magisterial account” explores the fear of witchcraft across the
globe from the ancient world to the notorious witch trials of early
modern Europe (The Guardian, UK). The witch came to prominence—and
often a painful death—in early modern Europe, yet her origins are much
more geographically diverse and historically deep. In The Witch,
historian Ronald Hutton sets the European witch trials in the widest and
deepest possible perspective and traces the major historiographical
developments of witchcraft. Hutton, a renowned expert on ancient,
medieval, and modern paganism and witchcraft beliefs, combines AngloAmerican and continental scholarly approaches to examine attitudes on
witchcraft and the treatment of suspected witches across the world,
including in Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, Australia, and the
Americas, and from ancient pagan times to current interpretations. His
fresh anthropological and ethnographical approach focuses on cultural
inheritance and change while considering shamanism, folk religion, the
range of witch trials, and how the fear of witchcraft might be eradicated.
“[A] panoptic, penetrating book.”—Malcolm Gaskill, London Review of
Books
Pagan Britain - Ronald Hutton 2015-02-06
Britain's pagan past, with its astonishing number and variety of
mysterious monuments, atmospheric sites, enigmatic artefacts,
bloodthirsty legends and cryptic inscriptions, has always enthralled and

perplexed us. 'Pagan Britain' is a history of religious beliefs from the Old
Stone Age to the coming of Christianity. This ambitious book integrates
the latest evidence to survey our transformed - and transforming understanding of early religious behaviour; and, also, the way in which
that behaviour has been interpreted in recent times, as a mirror for
modern dreams and fears. From the Palaeolithic era to the coming of
Christianity and beyond, Hutton reveals the long development, rapid
suppression and enduring cultural significance of paganism. Woven into
the chronological narrative are numerous case studies of sacred sites
both well-known - Stonehenge, Avebury, Seahenge and Maiden Castle and more unusual far-flung locations across the mainland and coastal
islands.
Modern Pagan and Native Faith Movements in Central and Eastern
Europe - Kaarina Aitamurto 2014-10-20
The resurgence of religiosity in post-communist Europe has been widely
noted, but the full spectrum of religious practice in the diverse countries
of Central and Eastern Europe has been effectively hidden behind the
region's range of languages and cultures. This volume presents an
overview of one of the most notable developments in the region, the rise
of Pagan and "Native Faith" movements. Modern Pagan and Native Faith
Movements in Central and Eastern Europe brings together scholars from
across the region to present both systematic country overviews - of
Armenia, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Poland, Romania, Russia, Slovenia, and Ukraine - as well as essays
exploring specific themes such as racism and the internet. The volume
will be of interest to scholars of new religious movements especially
those looking for a more comprehensive picture of contemporary
paganism beyond the English-speaking world.
Talking to the Spirits - Kenaz Filan 2013-02-22
A guide to direct communication with the spirits and the Gods • Offers
practices for seekers and groups to learn to hear and respond to the
spirits and the Gods as well as what to do (and not do) if you receive a
message • Explains how to authenticate spiritual messages with
divination • Discusses how to avoid theological conflicts when someone’s
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Witches, Druids and King Arthur - Ronald Hutton 2006-09-15
In Stations of the Sun and The Triumph of the Moon Ronald Hutton
established himself as a leading authority on the historian of Paganism.
His wealth of unusual knowledge, complemented by a deep and
sympathetic understanding of past and present beliefs that are often
dismissed as strange or marginal, and an ability to write lucidly and
wittily, gives his work a unique flavour. The essays which make up
Witches, Druids and King Arthur cover elegantly and entertainingly a
wide range of beliefs, myths and practices.
The Sacred Ring - Michael Howard 1995
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personal gnosis differs from that of their Pagan group For our ancestors
the whole world was alive with spirits. The Gods bubbled forth from
rivers and springs and whispered in the breezes that rustled through
cities and farms. The ground underfoot, the stones, the fire that cooked
the food and drove off the darkness, these all had spirits--not just spirits
in some other dimension, but spirits in them who could be spoken to and
allied with. In today’s world we are led to believe that the spirits long
ago went silent and that spiritual wisdom can only be gained through
established religious doctrine. Providing a guide for opening two-way
conversation with the spirits of daily life as well as direct communication
with the Gods, Kenaz Filan and Raven Kaldera explore how to enrich
your spiritual path with personal gnosis--asking your Guides for
assistance or teachings and receiving a response. They explain how to
develop your sensitivity to the voices of the Divine, discern genuine
spiritual messages from the projection of internal psychodrama, and
what to do (and not do) with the messages you receive. Confirming their
own personal gnosis with Northern Tradition Pagan beliefs and GrecoRoman, Celtic, Egyptian, and indigenous hunter-gatherer lore, the
authors discuss how to avoid theological conflicts when someone’s
personal gnosis differs from that of their Pagan group as well as how to
authenticate messages with individual and group divination. Offering
practices and principles for seekers and groups, they reveal that the
spirits never went silent, we simply forgot how to hear them.
Pagan Celtic Britain - Anne Ross (Ph. D.) 1967
Twilight of the Celtic Gods - David Clarke 1996
Twilight of the Celtic Gods is a fascinating account of Britain's surviving
Celtic tradition. This ground-breaking book - based on the authors'
combined research in the field - reveals for the first time clear evidence
that many ancient traditions and customs are still kept alive today in the
heart of twentieth-century Britain. Combining first-hand accounts with
folklore, mythology and archeology, David Clarke and Andy Roberts have
uncovered the last traces of a Celtic legacy which is in imminent danger
of extinction. Their quest combines beliefs about the natural and

supernatural worlds with the awesome forces locked in the landscape
and in the mind. Illustrated throughout with colour and black and white
photographs, line drawings and maps, this book is an important
collection of the last remnants of our ancient past.
One God - Stephen Mitchell 2010-04-29
Graeco-Roman religion in its classic form was polytheistic; on the other
hand, monotheistic ideas enjoyed wide currency in ancient philosophy.
This contradiction provides a challenge for our understanding of ancient
pagan religion. Certain forms of cult activity, including acclamations of
'one god' and the worship of theos hypsistos, the highest god, have
sometimes been interpreted as evidence for pagan monotheism. This
book discusses pagan monotheism in its philosophical and intellectual
context, traces the evolution of new religious ideas in the time of the
Roman empire, and evaluates the usefulness of the term 'monotheism' as
a way of understanding these developments in later antiquity outside the
context of Judaism and Christianity. In doing so, it establishes a
framework for understanding the relationship between polytheistic and
monotheistic religious cultures between the first and fourth centuries
AD.
Pagan Book - Nancy Pennick 1992-09-01
A guide to the festivals, traditions, and sacred days of the year.
Gods, Heroes, & Kings - Christopher R. Fee 2004-03-18
The islands of Britain have been a crossroads of gods, heroes, and kingsthose of flesh as well as those of myth-for thousands of years. Successive
waves of invasion brought distinctive legends, rites, and beliefs. The
ancient Celts displaced earlier indigenous peoples, only to find
themselves displaced in turn by the Romans, who then abandoned the
islands to Germanic tribes, a people themselves nearly overcome in time
by an influx of Scandinavians. With each wave of invaders came a battle
for the mythic mind of the Isles as the newcomer's belief system met with
the existing systems of gods, legends, and myths. In Gods, Heroes, and
Kings, medievalist Christopher Fee and veteran myth scholar David
Leeming unearth the layers of the British Isles' unique folkloric tradition
to discover how this body of seemingly disparate tales developed. The
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authors find a virtual battlefield of myths in which pagan and JudeoChristian beliefs fought for dominance, and classical, Anglo-Saxon,
Germanic, and Celtic narrative threads became tangled together. The
resulting body of legends became a strange but coherent hybrid, so that
by the time Chaucer wrote "The Wife of Bath's Tale" in the fourteenth
century, a Christian theme of redemption fought for prominence with a
tripartite Celtic goddess and the Arthurian legends of Sir Gawain-itself a
hybrid mythology. Without a guide, the corpus of British mythology can
seem impenetrable. Taking advantage of the latest research, Fee and
Leeming employ a unique comparative approach to map the origins and
development of one of the richest folkloric traditions. Copiously
illustrated with excerpts in translation from the original sources,Gods,
Heroes, and Kings provides a fascinating and accessible new perspective
on the history of British mythology.
The Witch - Ronald Hutton 2017-01-01
This book sets the notorious European witch trials in the widest and
deepest possible perspective and traces the major historiographical
developments of witchcraft
Pagan Britain - Ronald Hutton 2014-05-13
Britain's pagan past, with its mysterious monuments, atmospheric sites,
enigmatic artifacts, bloodthirsty legends, and cryptic inscriptions, is both
enthralling and perplexing to a resident of the twenty-first century. In
this ambitious and thoroughly up-to-date book, Ronald Hutton reveals
the long development, rapid suppression, and enduring cultural
significance of paganism, from the Paleolithic Era to the coming of
Christianity. He draws on an array of recently discovered evidence and
shows how new findings have radically transformed understandings of
belief and ritual in Britain before the arrival of organized religion.

Setting forth a chronological narrative, Hutton along the way makes side
visits to explore specific locations of ancient pagan activity. He includes
the well-known sacred sites—Stonehenge, Avebury, Seahenge, Maiden
Castle, Anglesey—as well as more obscure locations across the mainland
and coastal islands. In tireless pursuit of the elusive “why” of pagan
behavior, Hutton astonishes with the breadth of his understanding of
Britain’s deep past and inspires with the originality of his insights.
Miracles of Our Own Making - Liz Williams 2020-05-11
“An absolute must for anyone interested in the development of paganism
in the modern world. I cannot recommend this book enough.”—Janet
Farrar, coauthor of A Witches’ Bible “At last, we have a history of British
Paganism written from the inside, by somebody who not only has a good
knowledge of the sources, but explicitly understands how Pagans and
magicians think.”—Ronald Hutton, author of The Triumph of the Moon
and The Witch What do we mean by “paganism”—druids, witches, and
occult rituals? Healing charms and forbidden knowledge? Miracles of
Our Own Making is a historical overview of pagan magic in the British
Isles, from the ancient peoples of Britain to the rich and cosmopolitan
landscape of contemporary paganism. Exploring the beliefs of the druids,
Anglo-Saxons, and Vikings, as well as Elizabethan Court alchemy and
witch trials, we encounter grimoires, ceremonial magic, and the
Romantic revival of arcane deities. The influential and well-known—the
Golden Dawn, Wicca, and figures such as Aleister Crowley—are
considered alongside the everyday “cunning folk” who formed the
magical fabric of previous centuries. Ranging widely across literature,
art, science, and beyond, Liz Williams debunks many of the prevailing
myths surrounding magical practice, past and present, while offering a
rigorously researched and highly accessible account of what it means to
be a pagan today.
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