The Origins Of Creativity
If you ally habit such a referred The Origins Of Creativity books that will manage to pay for you
worth, acquire the unquestionably best seller from us currently from several preferred authors. If
you desire to hilarious books, lots of novels, tale, jokes, and more fictions collections are moreover
launched, from best seller to one of the most current released.
You may not be perplexed to enjoy all ebook collections The Origins Of Creativity that we will
unconditionally offer. It is not on the order of the costs. Its virtually what you need currently. This
The Origins Of Creativity , as one of the most enthusiastic sellers here will very be accompanied by
the best options to review.

Biophilia - Edward O. WILSON 2009-06-30
The Creative Explosion - John E. Pfeiffer 1952
Creative Cognition - Ronald A. Finke 1996-01-05
Creative Cognition combines original
experiments with existing work in cognitive
psychology to provide the first explicit account
of the cognitive processes and structures that
contribute to creative thinking and discovery.
Creative Cognition combines original
experiments with existing work in cognitive
psychology to provide the first explicit account
of the cognitive processes and structures that
contribute to creative thinking and discovery. In
separate chapters, the authors take up
visualization, concept formation, categorization,
memory retrieval, and problem solving. They
describe novel experimental methods for
studying creative cognitive processes under
controlled laboratory conditions, along with
techniques that can be used to generate many
different types of inventions and concepts.
Unlike traditional approaches, Creative
Cognition considers creativity as a product of
numerous cognitive processes, each of which
helps to set the stage for insight and discovery.
It identifies many of these processes as well as
general principles of creative cognition that can
be applied across a variety of different domains,
with examples in artificial intelligence,
engineering design, product development,
architecture, education, and the visual arts.
Following a summary of previous approaches to
creativity, the authors present a theoretical
model of the creative process. They review
the-origins-of-creativity

research involving an innovative imagery
recombination technique, developed by Finke,
that clearly demonstrates that creative
inventions can be induced in the laboratory.
They then describe experiments in category
learning that support the provocative claim that
the factors constraining category formation
similarly constrain imagination and illustrate the
role of various memory processes and other
strategies in creative problem solving.
The Runaway Species - David Eagleman
2017-10-10
“The authors look at art and science together to
examine how innovations—from Picasso’s
initially offensive paintings to Steve Jobs’s
startling iPhone—build on what already exists
and rely on three brain operations: bending,
breaking and blending. This manifesto . . . shows
how both disciplines foster creativity.” —The
Wall Street Journal The Runaway Species is a
deep dive into the creative mind, a celebration of
the human spirit, and a vision of how we can
improve our future by understanding and
embracing our ability to innovate. David
Eagleman and Anthony Brandt seek to answer
the question: what lies at the heart of humanity’s
ability—and drive—to create? Our ability to
remake our world is unique among all living
things. But where does our creativity come from,
how does it work, and how can we harness it to
improve our lives, schools, businesses, and
institutions? Eagleman and Brandt examine
hundreds of examples of human creativity
through dramatic storytelling and stunning
images in this beautiful, full–color volume. By
drawing out what creative acts have in common
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and viewing them through the lens of
cutting–edge neuroscience, they uncover the
essential elements of this critical human ability,
and encourage a more creative future for all of
us. “The Runaway Species approach[es]
creativity scientifically but sensitively, feeling its
roots without pulling them out.” —The
Economist
Consilience - E. O. Wilson 2014-11-26
"A dazzling journey across the sciences and
humanities in search of deep laws to unite
them." --The Wall Street Journal One of our
greatest living scientists--and the winner of two
Pulitzer Prizes for On Human Nature and The
Ants--gives us a work of visionary importance
that may be the crowning achievement of his
career. In Consilience (a word that originally
meant "jumping together"), Edward O. Wilson
renews the Enlightenment's search for a unified
theory of knowledge in disciplines that range
from physics to biology, the social sciences and
the humanities. Using the natural sciences as his
model, Wilson forges dramatic links between
fields. He explores the chemistry of the mind
and the genetic bases of culture. He postulates
the biological principles underlying works of art
from cave-drawings to Lolita. Presenting the
latest findings in prose of wonderful clarity and
oratorical eloquence, and synthesizing it into a
dazzling whole, Consilience is science in the
path-clearing traditions of Newton, Einstein, and
Richard Feynman.
The Value of Creativity - John Hope Mason
2017-09-08
In the middle of the 19th century a new value
began to appear in Western Europe - the belief
that (in the words of Matthew Arnold) 'the
exercise of a creative activity is the true function
of man'. This book gives an account of the stages
by which, and the reasons why, this development
occurred at that time. In so doing it reveals a
historical puzzle, for the main factors which can
be seen to have given rise to the new value mainly scientific, technological, economic and
political - were not reflected in the value itself,
for that was applied almost exclusively to artistic
and cultural activity. John Hope Mason sets out
to explain this puzzle by showing how
throughout European history there have been
two radically different views of the creative
attribute. An early example of one view was the
the-origins-of-creativity

character of Prometheus in Greek mythology;
influential examples of the second were the
figures of God the Creator in Judaeo-Christian
theology and the neo-Platonic One in Hellenistic
philosophy. The book shows how the contrast
represented by those figures informed
discussions of genius in the 18th century and
indicates why the notion of creativity which
came to prevail then assimilated it with purely
aesthetic and moral concerns. Combining a
broad perspective with a close analysis of key
figures - from Adam Smith, Rousseau and Kant,
to Arnold, Marx and Nietzsche - this book casts a
new light on a central value of the modern
world.
The Origins of Creativity - Edward O Wilson
2017-10-03
An eloquent exploration of creativity, The
Origins of Creativity grapples with the question
of how this uniquely human expression—so
central to our identity as individuals and,
collectively, as a species—came about and how it
has manifested itself throughout the history of
our species. In this profound and lyrical book,
one of our most celebrated biologists offers a
sweeping examination of the relationship
between the humanities and the sciences: what
they offer to each other, how they can be united,
and where they still fall short. Both endeavours,
Edward O. Wilson reveals, have their roots in
human creativity—the defining trait of our
species. Reflecting on the deepest origins of
language, storytelling, and art, Wilson
demonstrates how creativity began not ten
thousand years ago, as we have long assumed,
but over one hundred thousand years ago in the
Paleolithic age. Chronicling this evolution of
creativity from primate ancestors to humans,
The Origins of Creativity shows how the
humanities, spurred on by the invention of
language, have played a largely unexamined role
in defining our species. And in doing so, Wilson
explores what we can learn about human nature
from a surprising range of creative
endeavors—the instinct to create gardens, the
use of metaphors and irony in speech, and the
power of music and song. Our achievements in
science and the humanities, Wilson notes, make
us uniquely advanced as a species, but also give
us the potential to be supremely dangerous,
most worryingly in our abuse of the planet. The
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humanities in particular suffer from a kind of
anthropomorphism, encumbered by a belief that
we are the only species among millions that
seem to matter, yet Wilson optimistically reveals
how researchers will have to address this
parlous situation by pushing further into the
realm of science, especially fields such as
evolutionary biology, neuroscience, and
anthropology. With eloquence and humanity,
Wilson calls for a transformational "Third
Enlightenment," in which the blending of these
endeavors will give us a deeper understanding of
the human condition and our crucial relationship
with the natural world.
Cities and Creativity from the Renaissance
to the Present - Ilja Van Damme 2017-09-18
This volume critically challenges the current
creative city debate from a historical
perspective. In the last two decades, urban
studies has been engulfed by a creative city
narrative in which concepts like the creative
economy, the creative class or creative
industries proclaim the status of the city as the
primary site of human creativity and innovation.
So far, however, nobody has challenged the core
premise underlying this narrative, asking why
we automatically have to look at cities as being
the agents of change and innovation. What
processes have been at work historically before
the predominance of cities in nurturing
creativity and innovation was established? In
order to tackle this question, the editors of this
volume have collected case studies ranging from
Renaissance Firenze and sixteenth-century
Antwerp to early modern Naples, Amsterdam,
Bologna, Paris, to industrializing Sheffield and
nineteenth-and twentieth century cities covering
Scandinavian port towns, Venice, and London,
up to the French techno-industrial city Grenoble.
Jointly, these case studies show that a creative
city is not an objective or ontological reality, but
rather a complex and heterogenic "assemblage,"
in which material, infrastructural and spatial
elements become historically entangled with
power-laden discourses, narratives and
imaginaries about the city and urban actor
groups.
How Art Made the World - Nigel Spivey
2006-11-27
In the late nineteenth century, the first
discoveries of prehistoric painting were greeted
the-origins-of-creativity

with incredulity. How could there have been
such deft and skillful artists in the world over
30,000 years ago? Noted art historian Nigel
Spivey begins with this puzzle to explore the
record of humanity's artistic endeavors and their
impact on our own development. Embarking
with the motto, “Everyone is an artist,” Spivey
takes us on a quest to find out when and how we
humans began to explore the deepest questions
of life, using visual artforms. With the help of
vivid color illustrations of some of the world's
most moving and enduring works of art, Spivey
shows how that art has been used as a means of
mass persuasion, essential to the creation of
hierarchical societies, and finally, the extent to
which art has served as a mode of terror
management in the face of our inevitable death.
Packed with new insights into ancient wonders
and fascinating stories from all around the
globe, How Art Made the World is a compelling
account of how humans made art and how art
makes us human.
Creativity Without Frontiers - Roy Sharples
2021-05-27
Origins of Human Innovation and Creativity
- Scott Elias 2012-12-31
Innovation and creativity are two of the key
characteristics that distinguish cultural
transmission from biological transmission. This
book explores a number of questions concerning
the nature and timing of the origins of human
creativity. What were the driving factors in the
development of new technologies? What caused
the stasis in stone tool technological innovation
in the Early Pleistocene? Were there specific
regions and episodes of enhanced technological
development, or did it occur at a steady pace
where ancestral humans lived? The authors are
archaeologists who address these questions,
armed with data from ancient artefacts such as
shell beads used as jewelry, primitive musical
instruments, and sophisticated techniques
required to fashion certain kinds of stone into
tools. Providing ‘state of art’ discussions that
step back from the usual archaeological
publications that focus mainly on individual site
discoveries, this book presents the full picture
on how and why creativity in Middle to Late
Pleistocene archeology/anthropology evolved.
Gives a full, original and multidisciplinary
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perspective on how and why creativity evolved in
the Middle to Late Pleistocene Enhances our
understanding of the big leaps forward in
creativity at certain times Assesses the
intellectual creativity of Homo erectus, H.
neanderthalensis, and H. sapiens via their
artefacts
Life Finds a Way - Andreas Wagner 2019-06-11
How the principles of biological innovation can
help us overcome creative challenges in art,
business, and science In Life Finds a Way,
biologist Andreas Wagner reveals the deep
symmetry between innovation in biological
evolution and human cultural creativity. Rarely
is either a linear climb to perfection--instead,
"progress" is typically marked by a sequence of
peaks, plateaus, and pitfalls. For instance, in
Picasso's forty-some iterations of Guernica, we
see the same combination of small steps,
incessant reshuffling, and large, almost reckless,
leaps that characterize the way evolution
transformed a dinosaur's grasping claw into a
condor's soaring wing. By understanding these
principles, we can also better realize our own
creative potential to find new solutions to
adversity. Ultimately, Life Finds a Way offers a
new framework for the nature of creativity,
enabling us to better adapt, grow, and change in
art, business, or science--that is, in life.
Creativity - Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi 2009-10-13
“Although the benefits of this study to scholars
are obvious, this thought-provoking mixture of
scholarly and colloquial will enlighten inquisitive
general readers, too.” — Library Journal (starred
review) The classic study of the creative process
from the bestselling author of Flow. Creativity is
about capturing those moments that make life
worth living. Legendary psychologist Mihaly
Csikszentmihalyi (“The leading researcher into
‘flow states.’” — Newsweek) reveals what leads
to these moments—be it the excitement of the
artist at the easel or the scientist in the lab—so
that this knowledge can be used to enrich
people's lives. Drawing on nearly one hundred
interviews with exceptional people, from
biologists and physicists, to politicians and
business leaders, to poets and artists, as well as
his thirty years of research on the subject,
Csikszentmihalyi uses his famous flow theory to
explore the creative process. He discusses such
ideas as why creative individuals are often seen
the-origins-of-creativity

as selfish and arrogant, and why the "tortured
genius" is largely a myth. Most important, he
explains why creativity needs to be cultivated
and is necessary for the future of our country, if
not the world.
Creative Confidence - Tom Kelley 2013-10-15
IDEO founder and Stanford d.school creator
David Kelley and his brother Tom Kelley, IDEO
partner and the author of the bestselling The Art
of Innovation, have written a powerful and
compelling book on unleashing the creativity
that lies within each and every one of us. Too
often, companies and individuals assume that
creativity and innovation are the domain of the
"creative types." But two of the leading experts
in innovation, design, and creativity on the
planet show us that each and every one of us is
creative. In an incredibly entertaining and
inspiring narrative that draws on countless
stories from their work at IDEO, the Stanford
d.school, and with many of the world's top
companies, David and Tom Kelley identify the
principles and strategies that will allow us to tap
into our creative potential in our work lives, and
in our personal lives, and allow us to innovate in
terms of how we approach and solve problems.
It is a book that will help each of us be more
productive and successful in our lives and in our
careers.
The Age of Insight - Eric Kandel 2012-03-27
A brilliant book by Nobel Prize winner Eric R.
Kandel, The Age of Insight takes us to Vienna
1900, where leaders in science, medicine, and
art began a revolution that changed forever how
we think about the human mind—our conscious
and unconscious thoughts and emotions—and
how mind and brain relate to art. At the turn of
the century, Vienna was the cultural capital of
Europe. Artists and scientists met in glittering
salons, where they freely exchanged ideas that
led to revolutionary breakthroughs in
psychology, brain science, literature, and art.
Kandel takes us into the world of Vienna to
trace, in rich and rewarding detail, the ideas and
advances made then, and their enduring
influence today. The Vienna School of Medicine
led the way with its realization that truth lies
hidden beneath the surface. That principle
infused Viennese culture and strongly influenced
the other pioneers of Vienna 1900. Sigmund
Freud shocked the world with his insights into
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how our everyday unconscious aggressive and
erotic desires are repressed and disguised in
symbols, dreams, and behavior. Arthur
Schnitzler revealed women’s unconscious
sexuality in his novels through his innovative use
of the interior monologue. Gustav Klimt, Oscar
Kokoschka, and Egon Schiele created startlingly
evocative and honest portraits that expressed
unconscious lust, desire, anxiety, and the fear of
death. Kandel tells the story of how these
pioneers—Freud, Schnitzler, Klimt, Kokoschka,
and Schiele—inspired by the Vienna School of
Medicine, in turn influenced the founders of the
Vienna School of Art History to ask pivotal
questions such as What does the viewer bring to
a work of art? How does the beholder respond to
it? These questions prompted new and ongoing
discoveries in psychology and brain biology,
leading to revelations about how we see and
perceive, how we think and feel, and how we
respond to and create works of art. Kandel, one
of the leading scientific thinkers of our time,
places these five innovators in the context of
today’s cutting-edge science and gives us a new
understanding of the modernist art of Klimt,
Kokoschka, and Schiele, as well as the school of
thought of Freud and Schnitzler. Reinvigorating
the intellectual enquiry that began in Vienna
1900, The Age of Insight is a wonderfully
written, superbly researched, and beautifully
illustrated book that also provides a foundation
for future work in neuroscience and the
humanities. It is an extraordinary book from an
international leader in neuroscience and
intellectual history.
Creativity in Human Evolution and Prehistory Steven Mithen 2005-08-10
The book examines how our understanding of
human creativity can be extended by exploring
this phenomenon during human evolution and
prehistory.
Inspired - Matt Richtel 2022-04-19
"Remarkable. This profound volume informs and
inspires." —PW, STARRED review From the
Pulitzer Prize–winning New York Times science
reporter acclaimed for “bring[ing] scientific
concepts to life” (Bill Gates), a pathbreaking new
investigation into the mysteries of human
creativity How does creativity work? Where does
inspiration come from? What are the secrets of
our most revered creators? How can we
the-origins-of-creativity

maximize our creative potential? THIS IS THE
STORY OF HOW WE CREATE. Creativity defines
the human experience. It sparks achievement
and innovation in art, science, technology,
business, sports, and virtually every activity. It
has fueled human progress on a global level, but
it equally is the source of profound personal
satisfaction for individual creators. And yet the
origins of creative inspiration and the methods
by which great creators tap into it have long
been a source of mystery, spoken of in esoteric
terms, our rational understanding shrouded in
complex jargon. Until now. Inspired is a book
about the science of creativity, distilling an
explosion of exciting new research from across
the world. Through narrative storytelling,
Richtel marries these findings with timeless
insight from some of the world’s great creators
as he deconstructs the authentic nature of
creativity, its biological and evolutionary origins,
its deep connection to religion and spirituality,
the way it bubbles in each of us, urgent and
essential, waiting to be tapped. Many of the
questions Richtel addresses are practical: What
are the traits of successful creators? Under
which conditions does creativity thrive? How can
we move past creative blocks? The ultimate
message of Inspired is that creativity is more
accessible than many might imagine, as
necessary, beautiful, and fulfilling as any
essential part of human nature.
The Origins of Creativity - Edward O. Wilson
2017-10-03
“Brimming with ideas. . . . The Origins of
Creativity approach[es] creativity scientifically
but sensitively, feeling its roots without pulling
them out.”—Economist In a stirring exploration
of human nature recalling his foundational work
Consilience, Edward O. Wilson offers a
“luminous” (Kirkus Reviews) reflection on the
humanities and their integral relationship to
science. Both endeavors, Wilson argues, have
their roots in human creativity—the defining
trait of our species. By studying fields as diverse
as paleontology, evolution, and neurobiology,
Wilson demonstrates that creative expression
began not 10,000 years ago, as we have long
assumed, but more than 100,000 years ago in
the Paleolithic Age. A provocative investigation
into what it means to be human, The Origins of
Creativity reveals how the humanities have
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played an unexamined role in defining our
species. With the eloquence, optimism, and
pioneering inquiry we have come to expect from
our leading biologist, Wilson proposes a
transformational “Third Enlightenment” in
which the blending of science and humanities
will enable a deeper understanding of our
human condition, and how it ultimately
originated.
Handbook of Creativity - Robert J. Sternberg
1999
The goal of the Handbook of Creativity is to
provide the most comprehensive, definitive, and
authoritative single-volume review available in
the field of creativity. To this end, the book
contains 22 chapters covering a wide range of
issues and topics in the field of creativity, all
written by distinguished leaders in the field. The
chapters have been written to be accessible to
all educated readers with an interest in creative
thinking. Although the authors are leading
behavioral scientists, people in all disciplines
will find the coverage of creativity divided in the
arts and sciences to be of interest. The volume is
divided into six parts. Part I, the Introduction,
sets out the major themes and reviews the
history of thinking about creativity. Subsequent
parts deal with methods, origins, self and
environment, special topics and conclusions.
Big Brain - Gary Lynch 2008-03-04
Our big brains, our language ability, and our
intelligence make us uniquely human. But barely
10,000 years ago (a mere blip in evolutionary
time) human-like creatures called "Boskops"
flourished in South Africa. They possessed
extraordinary features: forebrains roughly 50%
larger than ours, and estimated IQs to match--far
surpassing our own. Many of these huge fossil
skulls have been discovered over the last
century, but most of us have never heard of this
scientific marvel. Prominent neuroscientists
Gary Lynch and Richard Granger compare the
contents of the Boskop brain and our own brains
today, and arrive at startling conclusions about
our intelligence and creativity. Connecting
cutting-edge theories of genetics, evolution,
language, memory, learning, and intelligence,
Lynch and Granger show the implications of
large brains for a broad array of fields, from the
current state of the art in Alzheimer's and other
brain disorders, to new advances in brain-based
the-origins-of-creativity

robots that see and converse with us, and the
means by which neural prosthetics-replacement parts for the brain--are being
designed and tested. The authors demystify the
complexities of our brains in this fascinating and
accessible book, and give us tantalizing insights
into our humanity--its past, and its future.
The Beginning of Infinity - David Deutsch
2011-03-31
A bold and all-embracing exploration of the
nature and progress of knowledge from one of
today's great thinkers. Throughout history,
mankind has struggled to understand life's
mysteries, from the mundane to the seemingly
miraculous. In this important new book, David
Deutsch, an award-winning pioneer in the field
of quantum computation, argues that
explanations have a fundamental place in the
universe. They have unlimited scope and power
to cause change, and the quest to improve them
is the basic regulating principle not only of
science but of all successful human endeavor.
This stream of ever improving explanations has
infinite reach, according to Deutsch: we are
subject only to the laws of physics, and they
impose no upper boundary to what we can
eventually understand, control, and achieve. In
his previous book, The Fabric of Reality, Deutsch
describe the four deepest strands of existing
knowledge-the theories of evolution, quantum
physics, knowledge, and computation-arguing
jointly they reveal a unified fabric of reality. In
this new book, he applies that worldview to a
wide range of issues and unsolved problems,
from creativity and free will to the origin and
future of the human species. Filled with startling
new conclusions about human choice, optimism,
scientific explanation, and the evolution of
culture, The Beginning of Infinity is a
groundbreaking book that will become a classic
of its kind.
The Origins of Creativity - Bruce Adolphe
2001
After Newton died in 1727, a monument was
erected in the Scientist's Corner of Westminster
Abbey. It was decorated with a pile of four books
and adorned with cherubs holding a prism, a
telescope and newly minted coins. The
implication is clear. Newton's towering intellect
and god-given giftfor creative thinking was the
origin of his inspiration. Not far away, at the
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front of the monument to Newton, is the tomb of
Charles Darwin, who published On the Origin of
Species, which first discussed the evolution of
man. The proximity of the monuments is telling.
If we are to define thesingle, most unique human
attribute evolution has produced, it must be our
ability to think creatively. Thinking is the
ultimate human resource. Breaking through the
barriers posed by dogma, and reaching beyond
the limits of established patterns of thinking to
discover what is new and useful isthe engine
that drives society. This book, which had its
genesis in a conference organized by Karl
Pfenninger, and held at Aspen, Colorado,
entitled 'Higher brain function, art and science:
an interdisciplinary examination of the creative
process', brings together articles by thirteen
contributorsfrom the fields of science, art and
music. Two of the contributors have been
awarded Nobel prizes, and all are distinguished
representatives of their fields. The Origins of
Creativity is organized around four central
themes of creativity: the creative experience in
art and science; the biologicalbasis of
imagination, emotion and reason; creative
powers and the environment; and the mind's
perception of patterns. The views of artists, who
couch their ideas in more metaphorical
language, mingle with the analytical thoughts of
scientists who strive to understand how the
brain generates imagesand ideas. The voices of
creators - artist, scientist, mathematician - and
of those who study creative activity neuroscientist, psychologist, philosopher generate a broad spectrum of views on creativity
whose integration offers new insights and
becomes a creative act in itself. This bookoffers
insights into the origins of human creativity to
scientists, artists, and general readers. Its interdisciplinary authorship presents a uniquely
broad perspective on current research, and the
style throughout is accessible and engaging.
The Meaning of Human Existence - Edward O.
Wilson 2014-10-06
National Book Award Finalist. How did humanity
originate and why does a species like ours exist
on this planet? Do we have a special place, even
a destiny in the universe? Where are we going,
and perhaps, the most difficult question of all,
"Why?" In The Meaning of Human Existence, his
most philosophical work to date, Pulitzer
the-origins-of-creativity

Prize–winning biologist Edward O. Wilson
grapples with these and other existential
questions, examining what makes human beings
supremely different from all other species.
Searching for meaning in what Nietzsche once
called "the rainbow colors" around the outer
edges of knowledge and imagination, Wilson
takes his readers on a journey, in the process
bridging science and philosophy to create a
twenty-first-century treatise on human
existence—from our earliest inception to a
provocative look at what the future of mankind
portends. Continuing his groundbreaking
examination of our "Anthropocene Epoch,"
which he began with The Social Conquest of
Earth, described by the New York Times as "a
sweeping account of the human rise to
domination of the biosphere," here Wilson posits
that we, as a species, now know enough about
the universe and ourselves that we can begin to
approach questions about our place in the
cosmos and the meaning of intelligent life in a
systematic, indeed, in a testable way. Once
criticized for a purely mechanistic view of
human life and an overreliance on genetic
predetermination, Wilson presents in The
Meaning of Human Existence his most expansive
and advanced theories on the sovereignty of
human life, recognizing that, even though the
human and the spider evolved similarly, the
poet's sonnet is wholly different from the
spider's web. Whether attempting to explicate
"The Riddle of the Human Species," "Free Will,"
or "Religion"; warning of "The Collapse of
Biodiversity"; or even creating a plausible
"Portrait of E.T.," Wilson does indeed believe
that humanity holds a special position in the
known universe. The human epoch that began in
biological evolution and passed into pre-, then
recorded, history is now more than ever before
in our hands. Yet alarmed that we are about to
abandon natural selection by redesigning
biology and human nature as we wish them,
Wilson soberly concludes that advances in
science and technology bring us our greatest
moral dilemma since God stayed the hand of
Abraham.
Tales from the Ant World - Edward O. Wilson
2020-08-25
“In Mr. Wilson ants have found not only their
Darwin but also their Homer.” —Economist In
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Tales from the Ant World, two-time Pulitzer
Prize winner Edward O. Wilson takes us on a
thrilling myrmecological tour across continents
and through time, inviting us into his decadeslong scientific obsession with ants. Animating his
observations with personal stories, Wilson hones
in on twenty-five ant species to explain how
these creatures talk, smell, taste, and crucially,
how they fight to determine dominance. Richly
illustrated throughout with depictions of ant
species and photos from Wilson’s own
expeditions, Tales from the Ant World is a
fascinating personal account from one of our
greatest scientists—and a necessary volume for
any lover of the natural world.
The Origin of Ideas - Mark Turner 2014-03
Humans are unique among all other species in
having one cognitive attribute-the ability, almost
without conscious effort, to engage in blending.
This is the first book that brings the theory of
blending to a wide audience and shows how
blending is at the heart of the origin of ideas.
Creativity - Elkhonon Goldberg PhD, ABPP
2018-01-02
What is the nature of human creativity? What
are the brain processes behind its mystique?
What are the evolutionary roots of creativity?
How does culture help shape individual
creativity? Creativity: The Human Brain in the
Age of Innovation by Elkhonon Goldberg is
arguably the first ever book to address these and
other questions in a way that is both rigorous
and engaging, demystifying human creativity for
the general public. The synthesis of
neuroscience and the humanities is a unique
feature of the book, making it of interest to an
unusually broad range of readership. Drawing
on a number of cutting-edge discoveries from
brain research as well as on his own insights as
a neuroscientist and neuropsychologist,
Goldberg integrates them with a wide-ranging
discussion of history, culture, and evolution to
arrive at an original, compelling, and at times
provocative understanding of the nature of
human creativity. To make his argument,
Goldberg discusses the origins of language, the
nature of several neurological disorders, animal
cognition, virtual reality, and even artificial
intelligence. In the process, he takes the reader
to different times and places, from antiquity to
the future, and from Western Europe to Souththe-origins-of-creativity

East Asia. He makes bold predictions about the
future directions of creativity and innovation in
society, their multiple biological and cultural
roots and expressions, about how they will shape
society for generations to come, and even how
they will change the ways the human brain
develops and ages.
The Origins of Musicality - Henkjan Honing
2019-08-20
Interdisciplinary perspectives on the capacity to
perceive, appreciate, and make music. Research
shows that all humans have a predisposition for
music, just as they do for language. All of us can
perceive and enjoy music, even if we can't carry
a tune and consider ourselves “unmusical.” This
volume offers interdisciplinary perspectives on
the capacity to perceive, appreciate, and make
music. Scholars from biology, musicology,
neurology, genetics, computer science,
anthropology, psychology, and other fields
consider what music is for and why every human
culture has it; whether musicality is a uniquely
human capacity; and what biological and
cognitive mechanisms underlie it. Contributors
outline a research program in musicality, and
discuss issues in studying the evolution of music;
consider principles, constraints, and theories of
origins; review musicality from cross-cultural,
cross-species, and cross-domain perspectives;
discuss the computational modeling of animal
song and creativity; and offer a historical context
for the study of musicality. The volume aims to
identify the basic neurocognitive mechanisms
that constitute musicality (and effective ways to
study these in human and nonhuman animals)
and to develop a method for analyzing musical
phenotypes that point to the biological basis of
musicality. Contributors Jorge L. Armony, Judith
Becker, Simon E. Fisher, W. Tecumseh Fitch,
Bruno Gingras, Jessica Grahn, Yuko Hattori,
Marisa Hoeschele, Henkjan Honing, David
Huron, Dieuwke Hupkes, Yukiko Kikuchi, Julia
Kursell, Marie-Élaine Lagrois, Hugo Merchant,
Björn Merker, Iain Morley, Aniruddh D. Patel,
Isabelle Peretz, Martin Rohrmeier, Constance
Scharff, Carel ten Cate, Laurel J. Trainor, Sandra
E. Trehub, Peter Tyack, Dominique Vuvan,
Geraint Wiggins, Willem Zuidema
The Origins of Creativity - Edward O Wilson
2018-11-27
“Brimming with ideas. . . . The Origins of
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Creativity approach[es] creativity scientifically
but sensitively, feeling its roots without pulling
them out.”—Economist In a stirring exploration
of human nature recalling his foundational work
Consilience, Edward O. Wilson offers a
“luminous” (Kirkus Reviews) reflection on the
humanities and their integral relationship to
science. Both endeavors, Wilson argues, have
their roots in human creativity—the defining
trait of our species. By studying fields as diverse
as paleontology, evolution, and neurobiology,
Wilson demonstrates that creative expression
began not 10,000 years ago, as we have long
assumed, but more than 100,000 years ago in
the Paleolithic Age. A provocative investigation
into what it means to be human, The Origins of
Creativity reveals how the humanities have
played an unexamined role in defining our
species. With the eloquence, optimism, and
pioneering inquiry we have come to expect from
our leading biologist, Wilson proposes a
transformational “Third Enlightenment” in
which the blending of science and humanities
will enable a deeper understanding of our
human condition, and how it ultimately
originated.
The Social Conquest of Earth - Edward O.
Wilson 2012-04-09
New York Times Bestseller From the most
celebrated heir to Darwin comes a
groundbreaking book on evolution, the summa
work of Edward O. Wilson's legendary career.
Sparking vigorous debate in the sciences, The
Social Conquest of Earth upends “the famous
theory that evolution naturally encourages
creatures to put family first” (Discover).
Refashioning the story of human evolution,
Wilson draws on his remarkable knowledge of
biology and social behavior to demonstrate that
group selection, not kin selection, is the premier
driving force of human evolution. In a work that
James D. Watson calls “a monumental
exploration of the biological origins of the
human condition,” Wilson explains how our
innate drive to belong to a group is both a “great
blessing and a terrible curse” (Smithsonian).
Demonstrating that the sources of morality,
religion, and the creative arts are fundamentally
biological in nature, the renowned Harvard
University biologist presents us with the clearest
explanation ever produced as to the origin of the
the-origins-of-creativity

human condition and why it resulted in our
domination of the Earth’s biosphere.
The Invention of Creativity - Andreas Reckwitz
2017-05-30
Contemporary society has seen an
unprecedented rise in both the demand and the
desire to be creative, to bring something new
into the world. Once the reserve of artistic
subcultures, creativity has now become a
universal model for culture and an imperative in
many parts of society. In this new book, cultural
sociologist Andreas Reckwitz investigates how
the ideal of creativity has grown into a major
social force, from the art of the avant-garde and
postmodernism to the ‘creative industries’ and
the innovation economy, the psychology of
creativity and self-growth, the media
representation of creative stars, and the urban
design of ‘creative cities’. Where creativity is
often assumed to be a force for good, Reckwitz
looks critically at how this imperative has
developed from the 1970s to the present day.
Though we may well perceive creativity as the
realization of some natural and innate potential
within us, it has rather to be understood within
the structures of a very specific culture of the
new in late modern society. The Invention of
Creativity is a bold and refreshing counter to
conventional wisdom that shows how our age is
defined by radical and restrictive processes of
social aestheticization. It will be of great interest
to those working in a variety of disciplines, from
cultural and social theory to art history and
aesthetics.
Origins of Genius - Dean Keith Simonton 1999
This groundbreaking book applies Darwin's
theory of natural selection to the creative
process and takes readers inside the mind of
genius. Line art.
The Myths of Creativity - David Burkus
2013-10-07
How to get past the most common myths about
creativity to design truly innovative strategies
We tend to think of creativity in terms
reminiscent of the ancient muses: divinelyinspired, unpredictable, and bestowed upon a
lucky few. But when our jobs challenge us to be
creative on demand, we must develop novel,
useful ideas that will keep our organizations
competitive. The Myths of Creativity demystifies
the processes that drive innovation. Based on
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the latest research into how creative individuals
and firms succeed, David Burkus highlights the
mistaken ideas that hold us back and shows us
how anyone can embrace a practical approach,
grounded in reality, to finding the best new
ideas, projects, processes, and programs.
Answers questions such as: What causes us to be
creative in one moment and void in the next?
What makes someone more or less creative than
his or her peers? Where do our flashes of
creative insight come from, and how can we
generate more of them? Debunks 10 common
myths, including: the Eureka Myth; the Lone
Creator Myth; the Incentive Myth; and The
Brainstorming Myth Written by David Burkus,
founder of popular leadership blog LDRLB For
anyone who struggles with creativity, or who
makes excuses for delaying the work of
innovation, The Myths of Creativity will help you
overcome your obstacles to finding new ideas.
The Philosophy of Creativity - Elliot Samuel Paul
2014-05
Creativity pervades human life. It is the mark of
individuality, the vehicle of self-expression, and
the engine of progress in every human endeavor.
It also raises a wealth of neglected and yet
evocative philosophical questions. The
Philosophy of Creativity takes up these questions
and, in doing so, illustrates the value of
interdisciplinary exchange.
Insight - Frédéric Vallée-Tourangeau 2018-03-19
Research on insight problem solving examines
how new ideas are generated to solve problems
that initially resist the application of prior
knowledge or analogue solutions. In the
laboratory, insight problems are designed to
create an impasse; overcoming the impasse is
sometimes accompanied by a distinctive
phenomenological experience, the so-called Aha!
moment. Insight: On the Origins of New Ideas
presents research that captures these episodes
of insight under laboratory conditions and
informs models that account for their
emergence. Descriptions and analyses of
episodes of discovery both in and out of the
laboratory are included to provide a general
overview of insight. Featuring contributions
from leading researchers, the volume debates
the relative importance of intelligence and
working memory, the development of an
alternative interpretation of the problem based
the-origins-of-creativity

on deliberate analyses and heuristics, and
unconscious inferences in the emergence of
insight. These discussions generate new testable
hypotheses to shed light on the cognitive
processes underpinning insight, along with
concrete methodological recommendations that,
together, map a productive programme of future
research. This book will be of interest to
students and researchers of thinking and
reasoning - specifically those interested in
insight and creative problem solving.
The Origins of Creativity - Edward O. Wilson
2017-10-03
'An intellectual hero ... A superb celebrator of
science in all its manifestations' Ian McEwan
'Darwin's great successor' Jeffrey Sachs The
legendary biologist Edward O. Wilson offers his
most philosophically probing work to date
'Creativity is the unique and defining trait of our
species; and its ultimate goal, selfunderstanding,' begins Edward Wilson's
sweeping examination of the humanities and
their relationship to the sciences. By studying
fields as diverse as paleontology, evolutionary
biology and neuroscience, Wilson demonstrates
that human creativity began not 10,000 years
ago, as we have long assumed, but over 100,000
years ago in the Paleolithic Age. Chronicling the
evolution of creativity from primates to humans,
Wilson shows how the humanities, in large part
spurred on by the invention of language, have
played a previously unexamined role in defining
our species. Exploring a surprising range of
creative endeavors - the instinct to create
gardens; the use of metaphors and irony in
speech; or the power of music and song - Wilson
proposes a transformational 'Third
Enlightenment' in which the blending of science
and the humanities will enable us to gain a
deeper understanding of the human condition,
and how it ultimately originated.
On the Origin of Stories - Brian Boyd
2009-05-30
Brian Boyd explains why we tell stories and how
our minds are shaped to understand them. After
considering art as adaptation, Boyd examines
Homer's Odyssey and Dr. Seuss's Horton Hears
a Who! demonstrating how an evolutionary lens
can offer new understanding and appreciation of
specific works. Published for the bicentenary of
Darwin's birth and the 150th anniversary of the
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publication of Origin of Species, Boyd's study
embraces a Darwinian view of human nature and
art, and offers a credo for a new humanism.
The Evolution of Imagination - Stephen T. Asma
2017-06-21
Consider Miles Davis, horn held high, sculpting
a powerful musical statement full of tonal
patterns, inside jokes, and thrilling climactic
phrases—all on the fly. Or think of a comedy
troupe riffing on a couple of cues from the
audience until the whole room is erupting with
laughter. Or maybe it’s a team of software
engineers brainstorming their way to the next
Google, or the Einsteins of the world codecracking the mysteries of nature. Maybe it’s
simply a child playing with her toys. What do all
of these activities share? With wisdom, humor,
and joy, philosopher Stephen T. Asma answers
that question in this book: imagination. And from
there he takes us on an extraordinary tour of the
human creative spirit. Guided by neuroscience,
animal behavior, evolution, philosophy, and
psychology, Asma burrows deep into the human
psyche to look right at the enigmatic but
powerful engine that is our improvisational
creativity—the source, he argues, of our
remarkable imaginational capacity. How is it, he
asks, that a story can evoke a whole world inside
of us? How are we able to rehearse a skill, a
speech, or even an entire scenario simply by
thinking about it? How does creativity go beyond
experience and help us make something
completely new? And how does our moral
imagination help us sculpt a better society? As
he shows, we live in a world that is only partly
happening in reality. Huge swaths of our
cognitive experiences are made up by “what-ifs,”
“almosts,” and “maybes,” an imagined terrain
that churns out one of the most overlooked but
necessary resources for our flourishing:
possibilities. Considering everything from how
imagination works in our physical bodies to the
ways we make images, from the mechanics of
language and our ability to tell stories to the
creative composition of self-consciousness, Asma
expands our personal and day-to-day forms of
imagination into a grand scale: as one of the
decisive evolutionary forces that has guided
human development from the Paleolithic era to
today. The result is an inspiring look at the rich
relationships among improvisation, imagination,
the-origins-of-creativity

and culture, and a privileged glimpse into the
unique nature of our evolved minds.
The Genesis of Creativity and the Origin of
the Human Mind - Ariela Fradkin Anati 2015
Genesis of Creativity and the Origin of the
Human Mind is a collective monograph which
comprises scientific studies written by foremost
world experts specialising on evolution of the
man, culture and art. Seen from the
interdisciplinary perspective, the monograph
aspires to describe, analyse and interpret the
nascence of artistic creativity and the
constitution of the anatomically modern man's
mind. It also focuses on the origins of art in the
Upper Paleolithic as well as on manifestations of
artistic creativity in pre-literary societies and
tribal cultures that have preserved until present,
e.g. in Southern Africa. The fact that the
monograph is a result of works by experts with
different specialisations enables us to compare
their different approaches to the topic and
accentuate the wide array of possible
approaches and interpretations of artistic
manifestations in a particular historic and
cultural context.
Genesis: The Deep Origin of Societies - Edward
O. Wilson 2019-03-19
Forming a twenty-first-century statement on
Darwinian evolution, one shorn of “religious and
political dogma,” Edward O. Wilson offers a bold
work of scientific thought and synthesis.
Asserting that religious creeds and philosophical
questions can be reduced to purely genetic and
evolutionary components, and that the human
body and mind have a physical base obedient to
the laws of physics and chemistry, Genesis
demonstrates that the only way for us to fully
understand human behavior is to study the
evolutionary histories of nonhuman species. Of
these, Wilson demonstrates that at least
seventeen—among them the African naked mole
rat and the sponge- dwelling shrimp—have been
found to have advanced societies based on
altruism and cooperation. Whether writing about
midges who “dance about like acrobats” or
schools of anchovies who protectively huddle “to
appear like a gigantic fish,” or proposing that
human society owes a debt of gratitude to
“postmenopausal grandmothers” and “childless
homosexuals,” Genesis is a pithy yet pathbreaking work of evolutionary theory, braiding
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twenty-first-century scientific theory with the
lyrical biological and humanistic observations for
which Wilson is known.
Cave Paintings and the Human Spirit - David S.
Whitley 2009-09-25
Whitley, one of the world's leading experts on

the-origins-of-creativity

cave paintings, rewrites the understanding of
shamanism and its connection with artistic
creativity, myth, and religion by interweaving
archaeological evidence with the latest findings
of cutting-edge neuroscience.
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