Sumer The History Of The Cities And Culture
That Established Ancient Mesopotamias First
Civilization
Recognizing the pretension ways to get this book Sumer The History Of The Cities And Culture
That Established Ancient Mesopotamias First Civilization is additionally useful. You have
remained in right site to begin getting this info. acquire the Sumer The History Of The Cities And
Culture That Established Ancient Mesopotamias First Civilization member that we provide here and
check out the link.
You could purchase lead Sumer The History Of The Cities And Culture That Established Ancient
Mesopotamias First Civilization or get it as soon as feasible. You could quickly download this Sumer
The History Of The Cities And Culture That Established Ancient Mesopotamias First Civilization
after getting deal. So, similar to you require the book swiftly, you can straight get it. Its in view of
that unconditionally easy and suitably fats, isnt it? You have to favor to in this aerate
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The Greatest Civilizations of Ancient
Mesopotamia - Charles River Charles River
Editors 2017-01-26
*Includes pictures *Includes primary sources
from ancient records about their cultures and
battles *Includes bibliographies for further
reading *Includes a table of contents Although
the Sumerians continue to get second or even
third billing compared to the Babylonians and
Assyrians, perhaps because they never built an
empire as great as the Assyrians or established a
city as enduring and great as Babylon, they were
the people who provided the template of
civilization that all later Mesopotamians built
upon. The Sumerians are credited with being the
first people to invent writing, libraries, cities,
and schools in Mesopotamia (Ziskind 1972, 34),
and many would argue that they were the first
people to create and do those things anywhere
in world. For a people so great it is unfortunate
that their accomplishments and contributions,
not only to Mesopotamian civilization but to

civilization in general, largely go unnoticed by
the majority of the public. Perhaps the
Sumerians were victims of their own success;
they gradually entered the historical record,
established a fine civilization, and then slowly
submerged into the cultural patchwork of their
surroundings. Among the many cities of the
ancient world, Rome and Athens may come to
mind first, but the city of Babylon in the land of
Mesopotamia was already an ancient, venerated
city when the others were still inconsequential
settlements. Today, Babylon has become a
byword for greed, excess, and licentiousness,
mostly due to its mention in the Bible, but a
closer examination reveals that Babylon was so
much more, and even perhaps the most
important city in the ancient world. Ancient
Babylon was home to great dynasties that
produced some of the world's most influential
leaders, most notably Hammurabi and
Nebuchadnezzar, and these rulers invoked their
wills on the entire ancient Near East and have
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been remembered as both progressive and cruel
all at the same time. Babylon was also the seat
of culture in ancient Mesopotamia and the place
where scholars made amazing scientific
advances that would not be eclipsed for several
centuries. An examination of ancient Babylon
demonstrates that it was truly the first great city
in the ancient world. Compared to some of their
contemporaries - including the Egyptians,
Assyrians, and Babylonians - the Hittites were
somewhat distant both culturally and
geographically. The Hittites were an IndoEuropean speaking in an ocean of Afro-Asiatic
and Semitic groups, their homeland was to the
north of Mesopotamia, and it contained no major
river like the Nile, Tigris, or Euphrates Rivers.
The Hittite empire was also far less enduring
than its neighbors, as it only existed from about
1800-1200 BCE (van de Mieroop 2007, 156),
which was considerably shorter than most of the
other major kingdoms of the Near East. With
that said, the influence of the Hittites on the

politics, economy, and overall situation of the
ancient Near East cannot be understated; the
Hittites were a force to be reckoned with while
they existed. Although the Biblical accounts of
the Assyrians are among the most interesting
and are often corroborated with other historical
sources, the Assyrians were much more than just
the enemies of the Israelites and brutal thugs. A
historical survey of ancient Assyrian culture
reveals that although they were the supreme
warriors of their time, they were also excellent
merchants, diplomats, and highly literate people
who recorded their history and religious rituals
and ideology in great detail. The Assyrians, like
their other neighbors in Mesopotamia, were
literate and developed their own dialect of the
Akkadian language that they used to write tens
of thousands of documents in the cuneiform
script. This book looks at all four of these highly
influential empires. Along with pictures
depicting important people, places, and events,
you will learn about the greatest civilizations of
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Ancient Mesopotamia like never before.
A history of Sumer and Akkad - Leonard W.
King 1994
A history of Sumer and Akkad. An account of the
early races of Babylonia from prehistoric times
to the foundation of the Babylonian monarchy.
Ur and Uruk - Charles River Charles River
Editors 2017-12-04
*Includes pictures *Examines the Sumerians'
culture, daily life at the cities, and architecture
*Includes ancient accounts describing the cities
*Includes a bibliography for further reading In
southern Iraq, a crushing silence hangs over the
dunes. For nearly 5,000 years, the sands of the
Iraqi desert have held the remains of the oldest
known civilization: the Sumerians. When
American archaeologists discovered a collection
of cuneiform tablets in Iraq in the late 19th
century, they were confronted with a language
and a people who were at the time only scarcely
known to even the most knowledgeable scholars
of ancient Mesopotamia. The exploits and

achievements of other Mesopotamian peoples,
such as the Assyrians and Babylonians, were
already known to a large segment of the
population through the Old Testament and the
nascent field of Near Eastern studies had
unraveled the enigma of the Akkadian language
that was widely used throughout the region in
ancient times, but the discovery of the Sumerian
tablets brought to light the existence of the
Sumerian culture, which was the oldest of all the
Mesopotamian cultures. Although the Sumerians
continue to get second or even third billing
compared to the Babylonians and Assyrians,
perhaps because they never built an empire as
great as the Assyrians or established a city as
enduring and great as Babylon, they were the
people who provided the template of civilization
that all later Mesopotamians built upon. The
Sumerians are credited with being the first
people to invent writing, libraries, cities, and
schools in Mesopotamia (Ziskind 1972, 34), and
many would argue that they were the first
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people to create and do those things anywhere
in world. No site better represents the
importance of the Sumerians than the city of
Uruk. Between the fourth and the third
millennium BCE, Uruk was one of several citystates in the land of Sumer, located in the
southern end of the Fertile Crescent, between
the two great rivers of the Tigris and the
Euphrates. Discovered in the late 19th century
by the British archaeologist William Loftus, it is
this site that has revealed much of what is now
known of the Sumerian, Akkadian, and NeoSumerian people. Although Uruk was not the
only city that the Sumerians built during the
Uruk period, it was by far the greatest and also
the source of most of the archeological and
written evidence concerning early Sumerian
culture (Kuhrt 2010, 1:23). Uruk went from
being the world's first major city to the most
important political and cultural center in the
ancient Near East in relatively quick fashion.
Long before Alexandria was a city and even

before Memphis and Babylon had attained
greatness, the ancient Mesopotamian city of Ur
stood foremost among ancient Near Eastern
cities. Today, the greatness and cultural
influence of Ur has been largely forgotten by
most people, partially because its monuments
have not stood the test of time the way other
ancient culture's monuments have. For instance,
the monuments of Egypt were made of stone
while those of Ur and most other Mesopotamian
cities were made of mud brick and as will be
discussed in this report, mud-brick may be an
easier material to work with than stone but it
also decays much quicker. The same is true to a
certain extent for the written documents that
were produced at Ur. At its height Ur was the
center of a great dynasty that controlled most of
Mesopotamia directly through a well maintained
army and bureaucracy and the areas that were
not under its direct control were influenced by
Ur's diplomats and religious ideas. Ur was also a
truly resilient city because it survived the
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downfall of the Sumerians, outright destruction
at the hands of the Elamites, and later
occupations by numerous other peoples, which
included Saddam Hussein more recently.
The Sumerians - Charles River Charles River
Editors 2017-01-11
*Includes pictures *Includes links to online
sources like the Epic of Gilgamesh and more
*Includes primary sources written by the ancient
Sumerians *Includes a bibliography for further
reading *Includes a table of contents When
American archaeologists discovered a collection
of cuneiform tablets in Iraq in the late 19th
century, they were confronted with a language
and a people who were at the time only scarcely
known to even the most knowledgeable scholars
of ancient Mesopotamia: the Sumerians. The
exploits and achievements of other
Mesopotamian peoples, such as the Assyrians
and Babylonians, were already known to a large
segment of the population through the Old
Testament and the nascent field of Near Eastern

studies had unraveled the enigma of the
Akkadian language that was widely used
throughout the region in ancient times, but the
discovery of the Sumerian tablets brought to
light the existence of the Sumerian culture,
which was the oldest of all the Mesopotamian
cultures. Although the Sumerians continue to
get second or even third billing compared to the
Babylonians and Assyrians, perhaps because
they never built an empire as great as the
Assyrians or established a city as enduring and
great as Babylon, they were the people who
provided the template of civilization that all later
Mesopotamians built upon. The Sumerians are
credited with being the first people to invent
writing, libraries, cities, and schools in
Mesopotamia (Ziskind 1972, 34), and many
would argue that they were the first people to
create and do those things anywhere in world.
For a people so great it is unfortunate that their
accomplishments and contributions, not only to
Mesopotamian civilization but to civilization in
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general, largely go unnoticed by the majority of
the public. Perhaps the Sumerians were victims
of their own success; they gradually entered the
historical record, established a fine civilization,
and then slowly submerged into the cultural
patchwork of their surroundings. They also
never suffered a great and sudden collapse like
other peoples of the ancient Near East, such as
the Hittites, Assyrians and Neo-Babylonians did.
A close examination of Sumerian culture and
chronology reveals that the Sumerians set the
cultural tone in Mesopotamia for several
centuries in the realms of politics/governments,
arts, literature, and religion. The Sumerians
were truly a great people whose legacy
continued long after they were gone. The
Sumerians: The History and Legacy of the
Ancient Mesopotamian Empire that Established
Civilization traces the history and legacy of
Sumer across several centuries. Along with
pictures of important people, places, and events,
you will learn about the history of the Sumerians

like never before, in no time at all.
Nippur - Charles River 2017-03-28
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts of
Nippur *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading In southern
Iraq, a crushing silence hangs over the dunes.
For nearly 5,000 years, the sands of the Iraqi
desert have held the remains of the oldest
known civilization: the Sumerians. When
American archaeologists discovered a collection
of cuneiform tablets in Iraq in the late 19th
century, they were confronted with a language
and a people who were at the time only scarcely
known to even the most knowledgeable scholars
of ancient Mesopotamia. The exploits and
achievements of other Mesopotamian peoples,
such as the Assyrians and Babylonians, were
already known to a large segment of the
population through the Old Testament and the
nascent field of Near Eastern studies had
unraveled the enigma of the Akkadian language
that was widely used throughout the region in
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ancient times, but the discovery of the Sumerian
tablets brought to light the existence of the
Sumerian culture, which was the oldest of all the
Mesopotamian cultures. Although the Sumerians
continue to get second or even third billing
compared to the Babylonians and Assyrians,
perhaps because they never built an empire as
great as the Assyrians or established a city as
enduring and great as Babylon, they were the
people who provided the template of civilization
that all later Mesopotamians built upon. The
Sumerians are credited with being the first
people to invent writing, libraries, cities, and
schools in Mesopotamia (Ziskind 1972, 34), and
many would argue that they were the first
people to create and do those things anywhere
in world. For a people so great it is unfortunate
that their accomplishments and contributions,
not only to Mesopotamian civilization but to
civilization in general, largely go unnoticed by
the majority of the public. Perhaps the
Sumerians were victims of their own success;

they gradually entered the historical record,
established a fine civilization, and then slowly
submerged into the cultural patchwork of their
surroundings. They also never suffered a great
and sudden collapse like other peoples of the
ancient Near East, such as the Hittites,
Assyrians and Neo-Babylonians did. A close
examination of Sumerian culture and chronology
reveals that the Sumerians set the cultural tone
in Mesopotamia for several centuries in the
realms of politics/governments, arts, literature,
and religion. The Sumerians were truly a great
people whose legacy continued long after they
were gone. Located approximately 100 miles
southeast of present-day Baghdad, on the east
bank of the Euphrates River, are the remains of
a large complex of ruins known as Nippur, a
once great city with a history that stretches back
to the 5th millennium BCE. Nippur owed its
prestige through its status as a religious capital;
it was the main place of worship of the great
Sumerian god Enlil, considered to be the lord of
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the cosmos in the Mesopotamian pantheon. The
city contained the main sanctuary and temple of
Enlil, the Ekur (meaning -House-mountain- or House of Life-). This religious complex was
located in the heart of the city, and was believed
to be where the gods met together at assemblies
to decide upon the future of mankind.
Throughout history, the kings of Mesopotamia
and beyond traveled to Nippur to be consecrated
at the Ekur-a ceremony that would symbolize
their divine legitimacy as rulers. It was largely
for these reasons that the struggles for
possession of the city in the early days of the
Paleo-Babylonian Empire (approximately
1830-1531 BCE) were so intense. The political
situation in Nippur between the end of the Ur III
kingdom and the end of the rivalry between Isin,
Larsa, and Babylon was one of fierce
competition over the site's ownership, and while
it is likely that local authorities remained in
place to preserve continuity and stability, the
dominating rulers of Nippur changed frequently.

Everyday Life in Ancient Mesopotamia - Jean
Bott?ro 2001-09-05
Fifteen articles on the history of ancient
Mesopotamia explore such topics as women's
rights, architecture, myth, sexuality, and cuisine.
Ur - Charles River Editors 2015-12-04
*Includes pictures*Includes ancient passages
and accounts about Ur written by Babylonian
kings and others*Includes online resources and
a bibliography for further readingWhen
American archaeologists discovered a collection
of cuneiform tablets in Iraq in the late 19th
century, they were confronted with a language
and a people who were at the time only scarcely
known to even the most knowledgeable scholars
of ancient Mesopotamia: the Sumerians. The
exploits and achievements of other
Mesopotamian peoples, such as the Assyrians
and Babylonians, were already known to a large
segment of the population through the Old
Testament and the nascent field of Near Eastern
studies had unraveled the enigma of the
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Akkadian language that was widely used
throughout the region in ancient times, but the
discovery of the Sumerian tablets brought to
light the existence of the Sumerian culture,
which was the oldest of all the Mesopotamian
cultures. Long before Alexandria was a city and
even before Memphis and Babylon had attained
greatness, the ancient Mesopotamian city of Ur
stood foremost among ancient Near Eastern
cities. Today, the greatness and cultural
influence of Ur has been largely forgotten by
most people, partially because its monuments
have not stood the test of time the way other
ancient culture's monuments have. For instance,
the monuments of Egypt were made of stone
while those of Ur and most other Mesopotamian
cities were made of mud brick and as will be
discussed in this report, mud brick may be an
easier material to work with than stone but it
also decays much quicker. The same is true to a
certain extent for the written documents that
were produced at Ur. The people of

Mesopotamia, which Ur was part of, employed
the cuneiform system of writing; since cuneiform
was almost always written on clay tablets,
modern scholars have been forced with the
unfortunate problem that many of those tablets
have been broken and made unreadable
throughout the centuries. Despite the ephemeral
nature of its monuments and to some extent its
written texts, Ur proved to be an inspiration to
the Sumerians who built the city and also to
later cultures and dynasties that inhabited
Mesopotamia.An examination of primary sources
relating to Ur, as well as archaeological
excavations done in the ancient city reveal that
the city was a cultural beacon for thousands of
years. Ur began as a Sumerian city of secondary
importance but quickly grew to be the most
important Sumerian city. At its height Ur was
the center of a great dynasty that controlled
most of Mesopotamia directly through a well
maintained army and bureaucracy and the areas
that were not under its direct control were
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influenced by Ur's diplomats and religious ideas.
This study will also reveal that Ur was a truly
resilient city because it survived the downfall of
the Sumerians, outright destruction at the hands
of the Elamites, and later occupations by
numerous other peoples, which included
Saddam Hussein more recently. Ur inspired the
imaginations of ancient peoples, but it has also
enraptured the minds of moderns, who have
worked for over 150 years to unlock the city's
mysteries. Truly, when it comes to important
ancient cities, Ur should be counted among the
greatest.Ur: The History and Legacy of the
Ancient Sumerian Capital traces the history and
legacy of one of the most influential cities of
antiquity. Along with pictures of important
people, places, and events, you will learn about
the history of Ur like never before, in no time at
all.
Ancient Mesopotamia - A. Leo Oppenheim
2013-01-31
"This splendid work of scholarship . . . sums up

with economy and power all that the written
record so far deciphered has to tell about the
ancient and complementary civilizations of
Babylon and Assyria."—Edward B. Garside, New
York Times Book Review Ancient
Mesopotamia—the area now called Iraq—has
received less attention than ancient Egypt and
other long-extinct and more spectacular
civilizations. But numerous small clay tablets
buried in the desert soil for thousands of years
make it possible for us to know more about the
people of ancient Mesopotamia than any other
land in the early Near East. Professor
Oppenheim, who studied these tablets for more
than thirty years, used his intimate knowledge of
long-dead languages to put together a
distinctively personal picture of the
Mesopotamians of some three thousand years
ago. Following Oppenheim's death, Erica Reiner
used the author's outline to complete the
revisions he had begun. "To any serious student
of Mesopotamian civilization, this is one of the
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most valuable books ever written."—Leonard
Cottrell, Book Week "Leo Oppenheim has made
a bold, brave, pioneering attempt to present a
synthesis of the vast mass of philological and
archaeological data that have accumulated over
the past hundred years in the field of
Assyriological research."—Samuel Noah Kramer,
Archaeology A. Leo Oppenheim, one of the most
distinguished Assyriologists of our time, was
editor in charge of the Assyrian Dictionary of the
Oriental Institute and John A. Wilson Professor
of Oriental Studies at the University of Chicago.
Handbook to Life in Ancient Mesopotamia Stephen Bertman 2005-07-14
Modern-day archaeological discoveries in the
Near East continue to illuminate man's
understanding of the ancient world. This
illustrated handbook describes the culture,
history, and people of Mesopotamia, as well as
their struggle for survival and happiness.
Mesopotamia - Britannica Educational
Publishing 2010-04-01

Celebrated for numerous developments in the
areas of law, writing, religion, and mathematics,
Mesopotamia has been immortalized as the
cradle of civilization. Its fabled cities, including
Babylon and Nineveh, spawned new cultures,
traditions, and innovations in art and
architecture, some of which can still be seen in
present-day Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Turkey.
Readers will be captivated by this ancient
cultures rich history and breadth of
accomplishment, as they marvel at images of the
magnificent temples and artifacts left behind.
Uruk - Charles River Charles River Editors
2017-11-10
*Includes pictures *Describes the history,
architecture, and layout of Uruk *Includes online
resources and a bibliography for further reading
In southern Iraq, a crushing silence hangs over
the dunes. For nearly 5,000 years, the sands of
the Iraqi desert have held the remains of the
oldest known civilization: the Sumerians. When
American archaeologists discovered a collection
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of cuneiform tablets in Iraq in the late 19th
century, they were confronted with a language
and a people who were at the time only scarcely
known to even the most knowledgeable scholars
of ancient Mesopotamia. The exploits and
achievements of other Mesopotamian peoples,
such as the Assyrians and Babylonians, were
already known to a large segment of the
population through the Old Testament and the
nascent field of Near Eastern studies had
unraveled the enigma of the Akkadian language
that was widely used throughout the region in
ancient times, but the discovery of the Sumerian
tablets brought to light the existence of the
Sumerian culture, which was the oldest of all the
Mesopotamian cultures. Although the Sumerians
continue to get second or even third billing
compared to the Babylonians and Assyrians,
perhaps because they never built an empire as
great as the Assyrians or established a city as
enduring and great as Babylon, they were the
people who provided the template of civilization

that all later Mesopotamians built upon. The
Sumerians are credited with being the first
people to invent writing, libraries, cities, and
schools in Mesopotamia (Ziskind 1972, 34), and
many would argue that they were the first
people to create and do those things anywhere
in world. For a people so great it is unfortunate
that their accomplishments and contributions,
not only to Mesopotamian civilization but to
civilization in general, largely go unnoticed by
the majority of the public. Perhaps the
Sumerians were victims of their own success;
they gradually entered the historical record,
established a fine civilization, and then slowly
submerged into the cultural patchwork of their
surroundings. They also never suffered a great
and sudden collapse like other peoples of the
ancient Near East, such as the Hittites,
Assyrians and Neo-Babylonians did. A close
examination of Sumerian culture and chronology
reveals that the Sumerians set the cultural tone
in Mesopotamia for several centuries in the
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realms of politics/governments, arts, literature,
and religion. The Sumerians were truly a great
people whose legacy continued long after they
were gone. No site better represents the
importance of the Sumerians than the city of
Uruk. Between the fourth and the third
millennium BCE, Uruk was one of several citystates in the land of Sumer, located in the
southern end of the Fertile Crescent, between
the two great rivers of the Tigris and the
Euphrates. Discovered in the late 19th century
by the British archaeologist William Loftus, it is
this site that has revealed much of what is now
known of the Sumerian, Akkadian, and NeoSumerian people. Although Uruk was not the
only city that the Sumerians built during the
Uruk period, it was by far the greatest and also
the source of most of the archeological and
written evidence concerning early Sumerian
culture (Kuhrt 2010, 1:23). Uruk went from
being the world's first city to the most important
political and cultural center in the ancient Near

East in relatively quick fashion. Around 3200
BCE, the Sumerian Uruk culture began to
expand beyond the borders of Sumer, which
coincided with the emergence of writing (Kuhrt
2010, 1:23). The form of writing that the
Sumerians developed became known by its
Greek name, "cuneiform," for the wedge style
characters that it employed (van de Mieroop
2007, 28). Writing, like many other inventions
throughout world history, appears to have been
created because of necessity as the Uruk culture
grew.
Sumerians - Henry Freeman 2020-04-17
A legendary civilization vanished under the
Fertile Crescent and escaped a fate worse than
death until Sumerologists questioned widely
accepted truths. The Sumerians reemerged onto
the extraordinary timeline of human history.
Their tales of kings and gods, including the Epic
of Gilgamesh, and their fearless trade in distant
lands, during the remarkable Bronze Age,
centered in the world’s first city-states that
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chronicled ancient rivalries and their enduring
impact. Inside you will read about... ✓ How We
Know What We Know About Sumerians ✓ The
Bronze Age – Sumer And Its Contemporaries ✓
How Did The Sumerians Become Civilized? ✓
How Long Were They Around ✓ Primer Of
Impact Of Sumerian Ancient Civilization On Our
World ✓ What Did They Look Like? ✓ What
Shaped Their Worldview? And much more! Our
journey relies on excavated and historical
evidence to explore their productive fascinations
with order and man’s place in the universe.
Their application of impressive knowledge helps
us unfold their mysterious civilization.
Eridu - Charles River Charles River Editors
2017-01-26
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts
and legends about Eridu *Includes online
resources and a bibliography for further reading
*Includes a table of contents "After the kingship
descended from heaven, the kingship was in
Eridu." - Excerpt from the opening paragraph of

the Sumerian King List Emerging from the
desert flats of southern Iraq can be seen the
remains of a large mound, approximately 1750
feet x 1750 feet in size, surrounded by several
smaller mounds. Known today as Tell Abu
Shahrain or in the ancient world as Eridu, this
site contains some of best examples of the Ubaid
culture, and it was one of the first urban centers
of civilization in southern Mesopotamia, if not
the first itself. Many famous stories came from
the mythical landscapes of Iraq's deep south. In
the literature of ancient Sumer, Eridu was
regarded as the primordial city, the first urban
center, believed to have existed long before the
great mythical Flood that wiped out human
culture in the Book of Genesis and other earlier
traditions. It was to places like this that Western
explorers first came in the 19th century,
searching for the origins of the lands which the
Bible described as the cradle of the human race.
In doing so, they discovered that Eridu was also
a real place. The astonishing site is located
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about 8 miles southwest of the Sumerian city of
Ur, and when it was first excavated in the
mid-19th century, Western archaeologists were
confused as to how a city as large as this could
have existed in such a vast and waterless desert.
But Eridu is positioned on the edge of the great
alluvial plain of Sumer, a wild and beautiful
marshland where the Tigris and the Euphrates
meet. This was the Biblical "Garden of Eden," an
ancient landscape that was renowned for its
fertility in the past. To many Westerners, Iraq's
history and culture were a blank before 1991,
but ironically, as war engulfed the region, it
helped underscore the importance and influence
of the area on Western civilization. It was here,
in the ferocious landscape of south Iraq, old
Sumer, that the first laws, science, and cities
came into being. Eridu is a place of
extraordinary significance for the study of the
earliest stages of civilization in history, and it is
one of the best examples of cultural continuity in
Mesopotamia, from the earliest prehistoric

stages in which settlements emerged to the later
historic periods. Eridu had a special status, not
as the residence of a ruling dynasty of kings but
for its religious significance; a series of temples
were built there, devoted to the patron god of
the city, Enki. Each one was built upon the ruins
of its predecessor, and each one represents the
architectural, religious, and social changes that
occurred at the site throughout its history.
Eridu: The History and Legacy of the Oldest City
in Ancient Mesopotamia examines the
tumultuous history of one of the most important
cities of antiquity. Along with pictures depicting
important people, places, and events, you will
learn about Eridu like never before.
THE SUMERIANS THEIR HISTORY.
CULTURE, AND CHARACTER - SAMUEL
NOAH KRAMER 1963
Sumer - Time-Life Books 1993
Surveys what is known about the ancient
Babylonian civilization, looks at ruins and
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artifacts, and describes the work of
archaeologists in the region
The Sumerians - Innovating History 2019-03-29
These people, the Sumerians, influenced not
only all the other civilizations which arose in
Mesopotamia but virtually every other human
society which followed. Without the Sumerians,
the world today would be a very different place.
However, although we know a great deal about
these people, there are fundamental mysteries
about the Sumerians which have still not been
solved by historians or archaeologists. For
example, the Sumerians seemed to appear in
Mesopotamia with a complex and developed
society and skills and technologies which no
other culture possessed, yet there is no
agreement where they came from. They created
a complex language, but no-one knows what it
sounded like. There are striking examples of
similarities between the art of the civilization of
Sumer and the art of other ancient civilizations,
yet we know that these cultures had no contact

with each other. The Sumerians were able to
observe and record astronomical and celestial
phenomena in very advanced ways which are
still not understood. In this book you will about:
* Sumerian Culture * Sumerian Inventions * How
long were they around * What they looked like *
Fascinating insight into their everyday life
Forgotten Peoples of the Ancient World Philip Matyszak 2020-08-18
A chronicle of forty forgotten ancient
civilizations which highlights the important
contributions that each has made to modern
society. The ancient world of the Mediterranean
and the Near East saw the birth and collapse of
great civilizations. While several of these are
well known, for all those that have been
recorded, many have been unjustly forgotten.
Our history is overflowing with different cultures
that have all evolved over time, sometimes
dissolving or reforming, though ultimately
shaping the way we continue to live. But for
every culture that has been remembered, what
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have we forgotten? This thorough guide explores
those civilizations that have faded from the
pages of our textbooks but played a significant
role in the development of modern society.
Forgotten Peoples of the Ancient World covers
the Hyksos to the Hephthalites and everyone in
between, providing a unique overview of
humanity’s history from approximately 3000
BCE–550 CE. A wide range of illustrated
artifacts and artworks, as well as specially
drawn maps, help to tell the stories of forty lost
peoples and allow readers to take a direct look
into the past. Each entry exposes a diverse
culture, highlighting their important
contributions and committing their
achievements to paper. Forgotten Peoples of the
Ancient World is an immersive, thoughtprovoking, and entertaining book for anyone
interested in ancient history.
The Sumerians - Charles River Editors
2015-03-10
*Includes pictures *Includes links to online

sources like the Epic of Gilgamesh and more
*Includes primary sources written by the ancient
Sumerians *Includes a bibliography for further
reading *Includes a table of contents When
American archaeologists discovered a collection
of cuneiform tablets in Iraq in the late 19th
century, they were confronted with a language
and a people who were at the time only scarcely
known to even the most knowledgeable scholars
of ancient Mesopotamia: the Sumerians. The
exploits and achievements of other
Mesopotamian peoples, such as the Assyrians
and Babylonians, were already known to a large
segment of the population through the Old
Testament and the nascent field of Near Eastern
studies had unraveled the enigma of the
Akkadian language that was widely used
throughout the region in ancient times, but the
discovery of the Sumerian tablets brought to
light the existence of the Sumerian culture,
which was the oldest of all the Mesopotamian
cultures. Although the Sumerians continue to
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get second or even third billing compared to the
Babylonians and Assyrians, perhaps because
they never built an empire as great as the
Assyrians or established a city as enduring and
great as Babylon, they were the people who
provided the template of civilization that all later
Mesopotamians built upon. The Sumerians are
credited with being the first people to invent
writing, libraries, cities, and schools in
Mesopotamia (Ziskind 1972, 34), and many
would argue that they were the first people to
create and do those things anywhere in world.
For a people so great it is unfortunate that their
accomplishments and contributions, not only to
Mesopotamian civilization but to civilization in
general, largely go unnoticed by the majority of
the public. Perhaps the Sumerians were victims
of their own success; they gradually entered the
historical record, established a fine civilization,
and then slowly submerged into the cultural
patchwork of their surroundings. They also
never suffered a great and sudden collapse like

other peoples of the ancient Near East, such as
the Hittites, Assyrians and Neo-Babylonians did.
A close examination of Sumerian culture and
chronology reveals that the Sumerians set the
cultural tone in Mesopotamia for several
centuries in the realms of politics/governments,
arts, literature, and religion. The Sumerians
were truly a great people whose legacy
continued long after they were gone. The
Sumerians: The History and Legacy of the
Ancient Mesopotamian Empire that Established
Civilization traces the history and legacy of
Sumer across several centuries. Along with
pictures of important people, places, and events,
you will learn about the history of the Sumerians
like never before, in no time at all.
The Sumerians - Samuel Noah Kramer
2010-09-17
The Sumerians, the pragmatic and gifted people
who preceded the Semites in the land first
known as Sumer and later as Babylonia, created
what was probably the first high civilization in
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the history of man, spanning the fifth to the
second millenniums B.C. This book is an
unparalleled compendium of what is known
about them. Professor Kramer communicates his
enthusiasm for his subject as he outlines the
history of the Sumerian civilization and
describes their cities, religion, literature,
education, scientific achievements, social
structure, and psychology. Finally, he considers
the legacy of Sumer to the ancient and modern
world. "There are few scholars in the world
qualified to write such a book, and certainly
Kramer is one of them. . . . One of the most
valuable features of this book is the quantity of
texts and fragments which are published for the
first time in a form available to the general
reader. For the layman the book provides a
readable and up-to-date introduction to a most
fascinating culture. For the specialist it presents
a synthesis with which he may not agree but
from which he will nonetheless derive
stimulation."—American Journal of Archaeology

"An uncontested authority on the civilization of
Sumer, Professor Kramer writes with grace and
urbanity."—Library Journal
The Literature of Ancient Sumer - Jeremy A.
Black 2006
This anthology of Sumerian literature constitutes
the most comprehensive collection ever
published, and includes examples of most of the
different types of composition written in the
language, from narrative myths and lyrical
hymns to proverbs and love poetry. The
translations have benefited both from the work
of many scholars and from our ever-increasing
understanding of Sumerian. In addition to
reflecting the advances made by modern
scholarship, the translations are written in clear,
accessible English. An extensive introduction
discusses the literary qualities of the works, the
people who created and copied them in ancient
Iraq, and how the study of Sumerian literature
has evolved over the last 150 years.
The Sumerians - Paul Collins 2021-03-22
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The Sumerians are widely believed to have
created the world’s earliest civilization on the
fertile floodplains of southern Iraq from about
3500 to 2000 BCE. They have been credited with
the invention of nothing less than cities, writing,
and the wheel, and therefore hold an ancient
mirror to our own urban, literate world. But is
this picture correct? Paul Collins reveals how the
idea of a Sumerian people was assembled from
the archaeological and textual evidence
uncovered in Iraq and Syria over the last one
hundred fifty years. Reconstructed through the
biases of those who unearthed them, the
Sumerians were never simply lost and found, but
reinvented a number of times, both in antiquity
and in the more recent past.
Sumer - Charles River Charles River Editors
2018-03-26
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts
*Includes online resources and a bibliography
for further reading When American
archaeologists discovered a collection of

cuneiform tablets in Iraq in the late 19th
century, they were confronted with a language
and a people who were at the time only scarcely
known to even the most knowledgeable scholars
of ancient Mesopotamia: the Sumerians. The
exploits and achievements of other
Mesopotamian peoples, such as the Assyrians
and Babylonians, were already known to a large
segment of the population through the Old
Testament and the nascent field of Near Eastern
studies had unraveled the enigma of the
Akkadian language that was widely used
throughout the region in ancient times, but the
discovery of the Sumerian tablets brought to
light the existence of the Sumerian culture,
which was the oldest of all the Mesopotamian
cultures. Although the Sumerians continue to
get second or even third billing compared to the
Babylonians and Assyrians, perhaps because
they never built an empire as great as the
Assyrians or established a city as enduring and
great as Babylon, they were the people who
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provided the template of civilization that all later
Mesopotamians built upon. The Sumerians are
credited with being the first people to invent
writing, libraries, cities, and schools in
Mesopotamia (Ziskind 1972, 34), and many
would argue that they were the first people to
create and do those things anywhere in world.
For a people so great it is unfortunate that their
accomplishments and contributions, not only to
Mesopotamian civilization but to civilization in
general, largely go unnoticed by the majority of
the public. Perhaps the Sumerians were victims
of their own success; they gradually entered the
historical record, established a fine civilization,
and then slowly submerged into the cultural
patchwork of their surroundings. They also
never suffered a great and sudden collapse like
other peoples of the ancient Near East, such as
the Hittites, Assyrians and Neo-Babylonians did.
A close examination of Sumerian culture and
chronology reveals that the Sumerians set the
cultural tone in Mesopotamia for several

centuries in the realms of politics/governments,
arts, literature, and religion. Even today, the
world owes the Sumerians a tremendous
amount. When Western Europe was still in the
Stone Age, it was the Sumerians who invented
writing and the wheel, divided time into minutes
and seconds, tamed nature, and built gigantic
cities. They embraced culture and the arts, and
their caravans crossed the desert, opening up
the first trade routes. Their myths and legends
inspired various origin stories, and their memory
lives on in the Old Testament. They wrote the
history of the birth of mankind. The heritage of
the Sumerian civilization and their successors is
everywhere. Sumer: The History of the Cities
and Culture that Established Ancient
Mesopotamia's First Civilization chronicles the
most important people, places, and events that
took place across Sumer. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will
learn about Sumer like never before.
The Ancient City - Fustel de Coulanges 1874
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Mesopotamia - Gwendolyn Leick 2002-08-29
Situated in an area roughly corresponding to
present-day Iraq, Mesopotamia is one of the
great, ancient civilizations, though it is still
relatively unknown. Yet, over 7,000 years ago in
Mesopotamia, the very first cities were created.
This is the first book to reveal how life was lived
in ten Mesopotamian cities: from Eridu, the
Mesopotamian Eden, to that potent symbol of
decadence, Babylon - the first true metropolis:
multicultural, multi-ethnic, the last centre of a
dying civilization.
Uruk - Nicola Crüsemann 2019-11-05
This abundantly illustrated volume explores the
genesis and flourishing of Uruk, the first known
metropolis in the history of humankind. More
than one hundred years ago, discoveries from a
German archaeological dig at Uruk, roughly two
hundred miles south of present-day Baghdad,
sent shock waves through the scholarly world.
Founded at the end of the fifth millennium BCE,
Uruk was the main force for urbanization in

what has come to be called the Uruk period
(4000–3200 BCE), during which small,
agricultural villages gave way to a larger urban
center with a stratified society, complex
governmental bureaucracy, and monumental
architecture and art. It was here that protocuneiform script—the earliest known form of
writing—was developed around 3400 BCE. Uruk
is known too for the epic tale of its hero-king
Gilgamesh, among the earliest masterpieces of
world literature. Containing 480 images, this
volume represents the most comprehensive and
up-to-date assessment of the archaeological
evidence gathered at Uruk. More than sixty
essays by renowned scholars provide glimpses
into the life, culture, and art of the first great
city of the ancient world. This volume will be an
indispensable reference for readers interested in
the ancient Near East and the origins of
urbanism.
The Sumerians - Leonard Woolley 1929
In this book Professor Woolley, one of the
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world's foremost archaeologists, shows quite
clearly that when Egyptian civilization began the
civilization of the Sumerians had already
flourished for at least 2,000 years. The idea that
Egypt was the earliest civilization has been
entirely exploded. The Sumerians had reached a
very high level of culture by 3500 B.C.E., and
may be said with some justice to be the
forerunners of all the Old World civilizations of
Egypt, Assyria, Asia Minor, Crete, and Greece.
This book will appeal to everyone interested in
the early history of humankind.
The Sumerian World - Harriet Crawford
2013-08-29
The Sumerian World explores the archaeology,
history and art of southern Mesopotamia and its
relationships with its neighbours from c.3,000 2,000BC. Including material hitherto
unpublished from recent excavations, the
articles are organised thematically using
evidence from archaeology, texts and the natural
sciences. This broad treatment will also make

the volume of interest to students looking for
comparative data in allied subjects such as
ancient literature and early religions. Providing
an authoritative, comprehensive and up to date
overview of the Sumerian period written by
some of the best qualified scholars in the field,
The Sumerian World will satisfy students,
researchers, academics, and the knowledgeable
layperson wishing to understand the world of
southern Mesopotamia in the third millennium.
Lagash - Charles River Charles River Editors
2017-07-12
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts of
Lagash *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading In southern
Iraq, a crushing silence hangs over the dunes.
For nearly 5,000 years, the sands of the Iraqi
desert have held the remains of the oldest
known civilization: the Sumerians. When
American archaeologists discovered a collection
of cuneiform tablets in Iraq in the late 19th
century, they were confronted with a language
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and a people who were at the time only scarcely
known to even the most knowledgeable scholars
of ancient Mesopotamia. The exploits and
achievements of other Mesopotamian peoples,
such as the Assyrians and Babylonians, were
already known to a large segment of the
population through the Old Testament and the
nascent field of Near Eastern studies had
unraveled the enigma of the Akkadian language
that was widely used throughout the region in
ancient times, but the discovery of the Sumerian
tablets brought to light the existence of the
Sumerian culture, which was the oldest of all the
Mesopotamian cultures. For a people so great it
is unfortunate that their accomplishments and
contributions, not only to Mesopotamian
civilization but to civilization in general, largely
go unnoticed by the majority of the public.
Perhaps the Sumerians were victims of their
own success; they gradually entered the
historical record, established a fine civilization,
and then slowly submerged into the cultural

patchwork of their surroundings. They also
never suffered a great and sudden collapse like
other peoples of the ancient Near East, such as
the Hittites, Assyrians and Neo-Babylonians did.
A close examination of Sumerian culture and
chronology reveals that the Sumerians set the
cultural tone in Mesopotamia for several
centuries in the realms of politics/governments,
arts, literature, and religion. The Sumerians
were truly a great people whose legacy
continued long after they were gone. The ruined
Sumerian city of Lagash is located 15 miles east
of present-day Shatra in the province of Nasiriya
in southern Iraq. Also known as Tell al-Hiba, this
was one of the largest urban sites in the ancient
lands of southern Mesopotamia; at its height in
the Early Dynastic period, the city is believed to
have to occupied a total area of approximately
600 hectares. Based on the presence of so many
temples, Lagash clearly served as the religious
capital of the state. It is from the huge corpus of
documents that have been recovered from the
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city ruins that historians so much about the
ancient gods and goddesses that were worshiped
by the ancient Sumerians. The temple
architecture in the city is amongst the finest
found in any of the ancient settlements in
Mesopotamia. Lagash experienced a Golden Age
of prosperity and growth in the early 21st
century BCE during the reign of Gudea, a
contemporary of Urnammu, the founder of the
Third Dynasty of Ur. It is no wonder that Gudea
was worshipped as a god. Although Gudea was a
fine ruler, after his reign ended the city quickly
succumbed to invasion, and over time faded out
of popular knowledge. It is only because of
excavations carried out there from the 1950s
onwards that the questions regarding this site's
identity have been answered. Lagash: The
History and Legacy of the Ancient Sumerian City
looks at the remarkable site and its impact on
the region. Along with pictures depicting
important people, places, and events, you will
learn about Lagash like never before.

The 7 Great Cities of Ancient Mesopotamia Ancient History Books for Kids | Children's
Ancient History - Baby Professor 2017-05-15
Does your little one like ancient history? Then
this book should be added to your child’s
learning collection! This book discusses the 7
great cities of Ancient Mesopotamia. Learning
about ancient history will help improve your
child’s understanding of the past in order to
develop a better appreciation of the present.
Encourage your child to read a copy today!
The Epic of Gilgamish - R. Campbell Thompson
2017-08-18
The Sumerians: A History from Beginning to End
- Hourly History 2018-09-18
The Sumerians The Sumerians settled in the
area known as Mesopotamia, between the Tigris
and Euphrates Rivers, around five thousand
years ago. They produced many fundamental
changes to the way in which human societies
developed
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Babylon - Paul Kriwaczek 2012-03-27
Civilization was born eight thousand years ago,
between the floodplains of the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers, when migrants from the
surrounding mountains and deserts began to
create increasingly sophisticated urban
societies. In the cities that they built, half of
human history took place. In Babylon, Paul
Kriwaczek tells the story of Mesopotamia from
the earliest settlements seven thousand years
ago to the eclipse of Babylon in the sixth century
BCE. Bringing the people of this land to life in
vibrant detail, the author chronicles the rise and
fall of power during this period and explores the
political and social systems, as well as the
technical and cultural innovations, which made
this land extraordinary. At the heart of this book
is the story of Babylon, which rose to
prominence under the Amorite king Hammurabi
from about 1800 BCE. Even as Babylon's
fortunes waxed and waned, it never lost its
allure as the ancient world's greatest city.

Engaging and compelling, Babylon reveals the
splendor of the ancient world that laid the
foundation for civilization itself.
A History of Sumer and Akkad - Leonard William
King 1916
Mesopotamia - Captivating History 2019-12-14
The Ancient Sumerians In a Nutshell The History
of the Epic Get a sense of how Ur came to
existence, how it grew, reached its zenith, fell,
re-rose, and ultimately perished until it The
Assyrians Arrive in Mesopotamia: The Early
Assyrian Period The Land of the Babylonians
Who Are the Persians? The History of Human
Population in Iran
Daily Life in Ancient Sumer - Nick Hunter
2016-04-07
This book explores what life was really like for
everyday people in Ancient Sumer. Using
primary sources and information from
archeological discoveries, it uncovers some
fascinating insights and explodes some myths.
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Supported by timelines, maps and references to
important events and people, children will really
feel they are on a time-travelling journey when
reading this book.
World History - Eugene Berger 2016-09-30
World History: Cultures, States, and Societies to
1500 offers a comprehensive introduction to the
history of humankind from prehistory to 1500.
Authored by six USG faculty members with
advance degrees in History, this textbook offers
up-to-date original scholarship. It covers such
cultures, states, and societies as Ancient
Mesopotamia, Ancient Israel, Dynastic Egypt,
India's Classical Age, the Dynasties of China,
Archaic Greece, the Roman Empire, Islam,
Medieval Africa, the Americas, and the Khanates
of Central Asia. It includes 350 high-quality
images and maps, chronologies, and learning
questions to help guide student learning. Its
digital nature allows students to follow links to
applicable sources and videos, expanding their
educational experience beyond the textbook. It

provides a new and free alternative to traditional
textbooks, making World History an invaluable
resource in our modern age of technology and
advancement.
A History of Sumer and Akkad - L. W. King
2022-08-15
DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special
edition of "A History of Sumer and Akkad" (An
account of the early races of Babylonia from
prehistoric times to the foundation of the
Babylonian monarchy) by L. W. King. DigiCat
Publishing considers every written word to be a
legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has
been carefully reproduced for republishing in a
new modern format. The books are available in
print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will
treat this work with the acknowledgment and
passion it deserves as a classic of world
literature.
The Ancient Near East: A Very Short
Introduction - Amanda H. Podany 2014
This book explores the lands of the ancient Near
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East from around 3200 BCE to 539 BCE. The
earth-shaking changes that marked this era
include such fundamental inventions as the
wheel and the plow and intellectual feats such as
the inventions of astronomy, law, and diplomacy.
The Greatest Cities of Ancient Mesopotamia Charles River Charles River Editors 2018-02-14
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts of
the cities *Includes online resources and
bibliographies for further reading Long before
Alexandria was a city and even before Memphis
and Babylon had attained greatness, the ancient
Mesopotamian city of Ur stood foremost among
ancient Near Eastern cities. Today, the
greatness and cultural influence of Ur has been
largely forgotten by most people, partially
because its monuments have not stood the test
of time the way other ancient culture's
monuments have. For instance, the monuments
of Egypt were made of stone while those of Ur
and most other Mesopotamian cities were made
of mud brick and as will be discussed in this

report, mud-brick may be an easier material to
work with than stone but it also decays much
quicker. The same is true to a certain extent for
the written documents that were produced at
Ur. No site better represents the importance of
the Sumerians than the city of Uruk. Between
the fourth and the third millennium BCE, Uruk
was one of several city-states in the land of
Sumer, located in the southern end of the Fertile
Crescent, between the two great rivers of the
Tigris and the Euphrates. Discovered in the late
19th century by the British archaeologist
William Loftus, it is this site that has revealed
much of what is now known of the Sumerian,
Akkadian, and Neo-Sumerian people. Hattusa
was different from the other major cities of the
ancient Near East in one major respect: it was
landlocked and not located on a major river. At
first glance, such a situation may seem like a
liability, which it was in terms of trade, but for
the most part its central position meant that the
Hittites could move their armies more efficiently
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from one theater of operations to another
(Macqueen 2003, 56). As a landlocked capital,
Hattusa was also safe from naval attacks from
other kingdoms, so if the Hittites' enemies
wanted to invade their capital, they would have
to trek through the middle of the kingdom to get
there, which was most unlikely. As Hittite power
grew during the Old Kingdom, the royal city of
Hattusa became more important and even
wealthier. From his citadel overlooking Hattusa,
Hattusili I launched the first major Hittite
attacks into the Near East, first conquering the
cities between Hattusa and the Mediterranean
(Macqueen 2003, 36). Although the Biblical
accounts of the Assyrians are among the most
interesting and are often corroborated with
other historical sources, the Assyrians were
much more than just the enemies of the
Israelites and brutal thugs. Among all the cities
that thrived in the ancient Near East, few can
match the opulence and ostentatiousness of
Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire for

much of the seventh century BCE. During that
time it became known for its mighty citadels,
grand palaces, beautiful gardens, and even its
zoos. In fact, the beauty of Nineveh, especially
its gardens, impressed later writers so much
that they assigned its gardens as one of the
original Seven Wonders of the World, except
unfortunately for Nineveh's memory, the
location was placed in Babylon. The confusion
that assigned one of the Wonders of the World to
Babylon instead of Nineveh is in fact a large part
of Nineveh's history - it was a great city during
its time, but incessant warfare brought the
metropolis to oblivion and eventually its history
was forgotten or distorted. Today, Babylon has
become a byword for greed, excess, and
licentiousness, mostly due to its mention in the
Bible, but a closer examination reveals that
Babylon was so much more, and even perhaps
the most important city in the ancient world.
Ancient Babylon was home to great dynasties
that produced some of the world's most
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influential leaders, most notably Hammurabi and
Nebuchadnezzar.
The City of Rainbows - Karen Polinger Foster
1999

The sage and benevolent King Mer-kar, who
ruled Uruk in Mesopotamia about 2700 B.C. and
who was a royal ancestor of Gilgamesh,
triumphs over the foolish King Sukesh-danna of
Aratta.
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