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Egypt; David Ben-Gurion, the aging Zionist hero of Israel; Guy Mollet,
the bellicose French prime minister; and Dwight D. Eisenhower, the
American president, torn between an old world order and a new one in
the very same week that his own fate as president was to be decided by
the American people. This is a revelatory history of these dramatic
events and people, for the first time setting both crises in the context of
the global Cold War, the Arab-Israeli conflict, and the treacherous power
politics of imperialism and oil. Blood and Sand resonates strikingly with
the problems of oil control, religious fundamentalism, and international
unity that face the world today, and is essential reading for anyone
concerned with the state of the modern Middle East and Europe. Blood
and Sand includes 25-30 black-and-white photographs.
Empireland - Sathnam Sanghera 2021-01-28
WINNER OF THE 2022 BRITISH BOOK AWARD FOR NARRATIVE
NONFICTION ***THE BOOK THAT INSPIRED THE CHANNEL 4
DOCUMENTARY 'EMPIRE STATE OF MIND'*** THE SUNDAY TIMES
BESTSELLER 'The real remedy is education of the kind that Sanghera
has embraced - accepting, not ignoring, the past' Gerard deGroot, The
Times _____________________________________________________ EMPIRE
explains why there are millions of Britons living worldwide. EMPIRE
explains Brexit and the feeling that we are exceptional. EMPIRE explains
our distrust of cleverness. EMPIRE explains Britain's particular brand of
racism. Strangely hidden from view, the British Empire remains a subject
of both shame and glorification. In his bestselling book, Sathnam
Sanghera shows how our imperial past is everywhere: from how we live
and think to the foundation of the NHS and even our response to the
COVID-19 crisis. At a time of great division, when we are arguing about
what it means to be British, Empireland is a groundbreaking revelation a much-needed and enlightening portrait of contemporary British
society, shining a light on everything that usually gets left unsaid.
_______________________________________________________ 'Empireland takes
a perfectly-judged approach to its contentious but necessary subject'
Jonathan Coe 'I only wish this book has been around when I was at
school' Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London 'This remarkable book shines the
brightest of lights into some of the darkest and most misunderstood
corners of our shared history' James O'Brien
The Decline and Fall of the British Empire, 1781-1997 - Piers
Brendon 2010-02-09
A WASHINGTON POST BOOK WORLD NOTABLE BOOK After the
American Revolution, the British Empire appeared to be doomed. Yet it
grew to become the greatest, most diverse empire the world had seen.
Then, within a generation, the mighty structure collapsed, a rapid demise
that left an array of dependencies and a contested legacy: at best a
sporting spirit, a legal code and a near-universal language; at worst,
failed states and internecine strife. The Decline and Fall of the British
Empire covers a vast canvas, which Brendon fills with vivid particulars,
from brief lives to telling anecdotes to comic episodes to symbolic
moments.
Ending Empire in the Middle East - Simon C. Smith 2013-03-01
This book is a major and wide-ranging re-assessment of Anglo-American
relations in the Middle Eastern context. It analyses the process of ending
of empire in the Middle East from 1945 to the Yom Kippur War of 1973.
Based on original research into both British and American archival
sources, it covers all the key events of the period, including the
withdrawal from Palestine, the Anglo-American coup against the
Musaddiq regime in Iran, the Suez Crisis and its aftermath, the Iraqi and
Yemeni revolutions, and the Arab-Israeli conflicts. It demonstrates that,
far from experiencing a ‘loss of nerve’ or tamely acquiescing in a transfer
of power to the United States, British decision-makers robustly defended

Statebuilding and Counterinsurgency in Oman - James Worrall
2014-02-21
In the depths of the Cold War and in the wake of Britain's announcement
of its intention to withdraw 'East of Suez' by the end of 1971, Britain was
faced with the stark reality of a Marxist rebellion in the Dhofar province
of Oman. This rebellion, whose explicit aim was to 'liberate' the oil-rich
Gulf region, confronted the British with the challenge of securing a
political order in Oman conducive to protecting Britain's remaining
interests in the midst of its military withdrawal from the region. 'State
Building and Counter Insurgency in Oman' offers a nuanced picture of
Britain's response to the challenges posed by this withdrawal, through an
examination the complex Anglo-Omani relationship at this vital juncture
in Middle East and Imperial History. James Worrall offers an examination
of how officials in London and the Gulf defined British interests in Oman,
and the debates that raged throughout Whitehall, under the successive
governments led by Wilson and Heath, about how to best tackle the
growing insurgency in Oman. The means by which this challenge was to
be met (including the extent of both overt and covert support for the
Sultan) in the post-Suez era, posed a number of challenges for decisionmakers in Whitehall. The military, economic and diplomatic assistance
given to the Omani government to re-establish Sultanate control and
crush the rebellion in Dhofar is thus analysed within the context of a
complex balancing act, as British politicians and officials tried to
reconcile their attempts to create effective and centralised Omani
administration and security bodies whilst maintaining the image of
strategic withdrawal and the sovereign independence of Oman. Drawing
extensively from newly released archival records and interviews with
former officials and high-ranking officers, this book provides a systematic
re-examination of the Anglo-Omani relationship during the critical years
of Oman's transformation into a modern state. It will therefore provide
vital information and analysis for students and researchers of Middle
East History and Politics, the decline and end of empire and the
policymaking processes at the heart of an imperial and military
withdrawal.
The Suez Crisis 1956 - Derek Varble 2014-06-06
In July 1956 Egyptian President Gamal Nasser nationalized the Suez
Canal, causing immediate concern to Britain and France. They already
opposed Nasser and were worried at the threat to maritime traffic in the
Canal. This book traces the course of subsequent events. Together with
Israel, Britain and France hatched a plot to occupy the Canal Zone and
overthrow Nasser. Israel attacked Sinai, and Britain and France
launched offensives throughout Egypt, but strategic failures
overshasdowed tactical success. Finally, Britain, France and Israel
bowed to international pressure and withdrew, leaving the Suez Canal,
and Egypt, firmly in the hands of President Nasser.
Blood and Sand - Alex von Tunzelmann 2016-10-11
A lively, revelatory popular history that tells the story of both the Suez
Crisis and the Hungarian Revolution of 1956—a tale of conspiracy and
revolutions, spies and terrorists, kidnappings and assassination plots, the
fall of the British Empire and the rise of American hegemony under the
heroic leadership of President Dwight D. Eisenhower—which shaped the
Middle East and Europe we know today. The year 1956 was a turning
point in history. Over sixteen extraordinary days in October and
November of that year, the twin crises involving Suez and Hungary
pushed the world to the brink of a nuclear conflict and what many at the
time were calling World War III. Blood and Sand delivers this story in an
hour-by-hour account through a fascinating international cast of
characters: Anthony Eden, the British prime minister, caught in a trap of
his own making; Gamal Abdel Nasser, the bold young populist leader of
suez-britains-end-of-empire-in-the-middle-east
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their regional interests well into the 1960s and even beyond. It also
argues that concept of the ‘special relationship’ impeded the smoothrunning of Anglo-American relations in the region by obscuring
differences, stymieing clear communication, and practising selfdeception on policy-makers on both sides of the Atlantic who assumed a
contiguity which all too often failed to exist. With the Middle East at the
top of the contemporary international policy agenda, and recent AngloAmerican interventions fuelling interest in empire, this is a timely book
of importance to all those interested in the contemporary development of
the region.
Britain Alone - Philip Stephens 2021-01-26
NEW AND UPDATED EDITION A magisterial and profoundly perceptive
survey of Britain's post-war role on the global stage, from Suez to Brexit.
'The fullest long-run political and diplomatic narrative yet of Britain's
fateful, tragi-comic road to Brexit.' DAVID KYNASTON 'An instant classic
. . . Stephens is a master of historical codebreaking.' PETER
HENNESSEY Award-winning Financial Times journalist Philip Stephens
paints a fascinating portrait of sixty years - from Suez to Brexit - as
Britain struggles to reconcile its waning power with its past glory.
Drawing on decades of personal contact and interviews with senior
politicians and diplomats in Britain, the United States and across the
capitals of Europe, Britain Alone is a magisterial and deeply perceptive
history of our nation and how we arrived at the state we are in.
'Commanding . . . Rarely if ever, in the history of the British state since
1707, has one half of Britain's ruling elite committed an act of policy
viewed with such absolute contempt by the other half; and rarely has
that contempt been expressed with such elegance, such fluency, and
such a devastating wealth of supporting detail, as in this mighty survey.'
SCOTSMAN 'Profoundly knowledgeable.' CHRIS PATTEN 'Compelling.'
LAWRENCE FREEDMAN 'A fascinating history.' IRISH TIMES 'A
magnificent, exhilarating book' PROSPECT
The Rise and Fall of the British Empire - Lawrence James 1997-09-15
Covers the history of the British Empire from 1600 to the present day,
and its transition from ruler of half the world to its current status of
isolated, economically fragile island.
Britain's Declining Empire - Ronald Hyam 2007-02-05
An authoritative political history of one of the world's most important
empires on the road to decolonisation. Ronald Hyam's 2007 book offers a
major reassessment of the end of empire which combines a study of
British policymaking with case studies on the experience of
decolonization across Africa, Asia and the Caribbean. He describes the
dysfunctional policies of an imperial system coping with postwar,
interwar and wartime crises from 1918 to 1945 but the main emphasis is
on the period after 1945 and the gradual unravelling of empire as a
result of international criticism, and the growing imbalance between
Britain's capabilities and its global commitments. He analyses the
transfers of power from India in 1947 to Swaziland in 1968, the major
crises such as Suez and assesses the role of leading figures from
Churchill, Attlee and Eden to Macmillan and Wilson. This is essential
reading for scholars and students of empire and decolonisation.
The End of Empire in the Middle East - Glen Balfour-Paul 1994-02-25
An original and perceptive study of Britain's withdrawal from her last
Arab dependencies - the Sudan, South West Arabia and the Gulf States.
Ends of British Imperialism - William Roger Louis 2006
Pax Britannica to Pax Americana is the story of the British Empire from
its late-nineteenth century flowering to its present extinction. Louis
traces the British Empire from the scramble for Africa, the turbulent
imperial history of the Second World War in Asia, and the mid-20th
century rush to independence to the Suez crisis, the icon of empire's end.
It forms the ideal platform from which to examine the aims and outcome
of empire. This authoritative and highly engaging history appears at a
time when interest in the history of the British Empire has, ironically,
never been stronger, making Ends of British Imperialism a must-read
item for both scholar and general reader.
Imperial Endgame - B. Grob-Fitzgibbon 2016-11-09
In this fresh and controversial account of Britain's end of empire, GrobFitzgibbon reveals that the British government developed a successful
strategy of decolonization following the Second World War based on
devolving power to indigenous peoples within the Commonwealth.
The Oxford History of the British Empire: Volume III: The
Nineteenth Century - Andrew Porter 2001-07-26
The Oxford History of the British Empire is a major new assessment of
the Empire in the light of recent scholarship and the progressive opening
of historical records. From the founding of colonies in North America and
the West Indies in the seventeenth century to the reversion of Hong
suez-britains-end-of-empire-in-the-middle-east

Kong to China at the end of the twentieth, British imperialism was a
catalyst for far-reaching change. The Oxford History of the British
Empire as a comprehensive study helps us to understand the end of
Empire in relation to its beginning, the meaning of British imperialism
for the ruled as well as for the rulers, and the significance of the British
Empire as a theme in world history. Volume III of The Oxford History of
the British Empire covers the long nineteenth century, from the
achievement of American independence in the 1780s to the eve of world
war in 1914. This was the period of Britain's greatest expansion as both
empire-builder and dominant world power. The volume is divided into
two parts. The first contains thematic chapters, some focusing on Britain,
others on areas at the imperial periphery, exploring those fundamental
dynamics of British expansion whcih made imperial influence and rule
possible. They also examine the economic, cultural, and institutional
frameworks whcih gave shape to Britain's overseas empire. Part 2 is
devoted to the principal areas of imperial activity overseas, including
both white settler and tropical colonies. Chapters examine how British
interests and imperial rule shaped individual regions' nineteenth-century
political and socio-economic history. Themes dealt with include the
economics of empire, imperial institutions, defence, technology, imperial
and colonial cultures, science and exploration. Attention is given not only
to the formal empire, from Australasia and the West Indies to India and
the African colonies, but also to China and Latin America, often regarded
as central components of a British `informal empire'.
Keith Kyle, Reporting the World - Keith Kyle 2009-06-17
Keith Kyle was 'the epitome of the intellectual journalist' and the
foremost historian of the Suez War. This autobiography takes the reader
on a journey through the political history of the later 20th century, to the
heart of world-shaking international crises.
Britain's Informal Empire in the Middle East - Daniel Silverfarb
1986
Showing how Britain tried, and failed, to maintain its political influence,
economic ascendancy, and strategic position in Iraq after independence,
the author presents an analysis of the possibilities and limitations of
indirect rule by imperial powers in the Third World.
The Cambridge Illustrated History of the British Empire - P. J.
Marshall 2001-08-02
A superbly illustrated and richly informative history of the British
empire.
Imperial Encore - Caroline Ritter 2021-01-26
In the 1930s, British colonial officials introduced drama performances,
broadcasting services, and publication bureaus into Africa under the
rubric of colonial development. They used theater, radio, and massproduced books to spread British values and the English language across
the continent. This project proved remarkably resilient: well after the
end of Britain’s imperial rule, many of its cultural institutions remained
in place. Through the 1960s and 1970s, African audiences continued to
attend Shakespeare performances and listen to the BBC, while African
governments adopted English-language textbooks produced by
metropolitan publishing houses. Imperial Encore traces British drama,
broadcasting, and publishing in Africa between the 1930s and the
1980s—the half century spanning the end of British colonial rule and the
outset of African national rule. Caroline Ritter shows how three major
cultural institutions—the British Council, the BBC, and Oxford University
Press—integrated their work with British imperial aims, and continued
this project well after the end of formal British rule. Tracing these
institutions and the media they produced through the tumultuous period
of decolonization and its aftermath, Ritter offers the first account of the
global footprint of British cultural imperialism.
Britain's Experience of Empire in the Twentieth Century - Andrew
Thompson 2012
The first systematic investigation of the impact of imperialism on
twentieth-century Britain.
The Empire Project - John Darwin 2009-09-24
The British Empire, wrote Adam Smith, 'has hitherto been not an empire,
but the project of an empire' and John Darwin offers a magisterial global
history of the rise and fall of that great imperial project. The British
Empire, he argues, was much more than a group of colonies ruled over
by a scattering of British expatriates until eventual independence. It was,
above all, a global phenomenon. Its power derived rather less from the
assertion of imperial authority than from the fusing together of three
different kinds of empire: the settler empire of the 'white dominions'; the
commercial empire of the City of London; and 'Greater India' which
contributed markets, manpower and military muscle. This unprecedented
history charts how this intricate imperial web was first strengthened,
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then weakened and finally severed on the rollercoaster of global
economic, political and geostrategic upheaval on which it rode from
beginning to end.
Glubb Pasha and the Arab Legion - Graham Jevon 2017-04-27
During the 1950s, John Glubb and the Arab Legion became the
'cornerstone' of Britain's imperial presence in the Middle East. Based on
unprecedented access to the unofficial archive of the Arab Legion,
including a major accession of Glubb's private papers, Graham Jevon
examines and revises Britain's post-1945 retreat from empire in the
Middle East. Jevon details how Glubb's command of the Arab Legion
secured British and Jordanian interests during the 1948 Arab-Israeli war,
answering questions that have dogged historians of this conflict for
decades. He reveals how the Arab Legion was transformed, by Cold War
concerns, from an internal Jordanian security force to a quasi-division
within the British Army. Jevon also sheds new light on the succession
crisis following King Abdullah's assassination, and uses previously
unseen documents to challenge accepted contentions concerning King
Hussein's dismissal of Glubb, the 1956 Suez Crisis, and the nature of
Britain's imperial decline.
Ike's Gamble - Michael Doran 2016-10-11
In a bold reinterpretation of history, Ike's Gamble shows how the 1956
Suez Crisis taught President Eisenhower that Israel, not Egypt, would
have to be America's ally in the region. In 1956 President Nasser of
Egypt moved to take possession of the Suez Canal, bringing the Middle
East to the brink of war. Distinguished Middle East expert Michael Doran
shows how Nasser played the United States, invoking America's
opposition to European colonialism to his own benefit. At the same time
Nasser made weapons deals with the USSR and destabilized other Arab
countries that the United States had been courting. In time, Eisenhower
would realize that Nasser had duped him and that the Arab countries
were too fractious to anchor America's interests in the Middle East.
Affording deep insight into Eisenhower and his foreign policy, this
fascinating and provocative history provides a rich new understanding of
the tangled path by which the United States became the power broker in
the Middle East. -- Back cover.
British Naval Strategy East of Suez, 1900-2000 - Greg Kennedy
2004-11-18
This new collection of essays by a panel of established international
scholars sheds new light on what some of those influences were and
what actions were taken as a result of Britain's Far Eastern
commitments. Not only are new evidence and approaches to those issues
addressed presented, but new avenues for further research are clearly
outlined.
Suez - Keith Kyle 1992
On July 26, 1956, the British Empire received a blow from which it would
never recover. On this day, Egypt's President Gamal Abdul Nasser
nationalized the Suez Canal Company, one of the gems of Britain's
imperial portfolio. It was to be a fateful day for Britain as a world power.
Britain, France and Israel subsequently colluded in attacking Egypt,
ostensibly -- in the case of Britain and France -- to protect the Suez Canal
but in reality in an attempt to depose Nasser. The U.S. opposition to this
scheme forced an ignominious withdrawal, leaving Nasser triumphant
and marking a decisive end to Britain's imperial era. In this, the seminal
work on the Suez Crisis, Keith Kyle draws on a wealth of documentary
evidence to tell this fascinating political, military and diplomatic story.
Including new introductory material, this revised edition of a classic
work will be essential reading for anyone interested in the history of the
twentieth century, military history and the end of empire.
The Politically Incorrect Guide to the British Empire - H. W.
Crocker, III 2011-10-24
Presents an irreverant and humorous look at the four-hundred-year
history of the British empire.
Britain’s Retreat from East of Suez - Saki Dockrill 2002-07-09
This book, based on recently declassified documents in Britain and the
USA, is the first detailed account of Britain's East of Suez decision, which
was taken by the Harold Wilson Government in 1967-68. Contrary to
received opinion, the author argues that the decision was not taken
hastily as a result of the November 1967 devaluation. Nor is there any
hard evidence to support the notion that there existed a 'Pound-Defence'
deal with the USA. Despite Washington's pressure to maintain Britain's
East of Suez role, the decision was taken by the Labour Government on
the basis of a long-term effort to re-examine Britain's world role since
1959, and it marked the end of an era for postwar Britain.
Lion and the Eagle - Kathleen Burk 2018-08-23
An invigorating history of the arguments and cooperation between
suez-britains-end-of-empire-in-the-middle-east

America and Britain as they divided up the world and an illuminating
exploration of their underlying alliance Throughout modern history,
British and American rivalry has gone hand in hand with common
interests. In this book Kathleen Burk brilliantly examines the different
kinds of power the two empires have projected, and the means they have
used to do it. What the two empires have shared is a mixture of
pragmatism, ruthless commercial drive, a self-righteous foreign policy
and plenty of naked aggression. These have been aimed against each
other more than once; yet their underlying alliance against common
enemies has been historically unique and a defining force throughout the
twentieth century. This is a global and epic history of the rise and fall of
empires. It ranges from America's futile attempts to conquer Canada to
her success in opening up Japan but rapid loss of leadership to Britain;
from Britain's success in forcing open China to her loss of the Middle
East to the US; and from the American conquest of the Philippines to her
destruction of the British Empire. The Pax Americana replaced the Pax
Britannica, but now the American world order is fading, threatening
Britain's belief in her own world role.
Canada and the End of Empire - Phillip Buckner 2007-10-01
Sir John Seeley once wrote that the British Empire was acquired in "a fit
of absence of mind." Whatever the truth of this comment, it is certainly
arguable that the Empire was dismantled in such a fit. This collection
deals with a neglected subject in post-Confederation Canadian history -the implications to Canada and Canadians of British decolonization and
the end of empire. Canada and the End of Empire looks at Canadian
diplomatic relations with the United Kingdom and the United States, the
Suez crisis, the changing economic relationship with Great Britain in the
1950s and 1960s, the role of educational and cultural institutions in
maintaining the British connection, the royal tour of 1959, the decision to
adopt a new flag in 1964, the efforts to find a formula for repatriating the
constitution, the Canadianization of the Royal Canadian Navy, and the
attitude of First Nations to the changed nature of the Anglo-Canadian
relationship. Historians in Commonwealth countries tend to view the end
of British rule from a nationalist perspective. Canada and the End of
Empire challenges this view and demonstrates the centrality of imperial
history in Canadian historiography. An important addition to the growing
canon of empire studies and imperial history, this book will be of interest
to historians of the Commonwealth, and to scholars and students
interested in the relationship between colonialism and nationalism.
Suez Crisis 1956 - David Charlwood 2020-02-19
A fast-paced short history that moves between London, Washington, and
Cairo to reveal the crisis that brought down a prime minister. Includes
photos, a timeline, and a special afterword examining the parallels with
the 2003 Iraq war In 1956, Egyptian president Gamal Abdul Nasser
nationalized the Suez Canal, ending nearly a century of British and
French control over the crucial waterway. Ignoring U.S. diplomatic
efforts and fears of a looming Cold War conflict, British Prime Minister
Anthony Eden misled Parliament and the press to take Britain to war
alongside France and Israel. In response to a secretly planned Israeli
attack in the Sinai, France and Britain intervened as “peacemakers.” The
invasion of Egypt was supposed to restore British and French control of
the canal and reaffirm Britain’s flagging prestige. Instead, the operation
spectacularly backfired, setting Britain and the United States on a
collision course that would change the balance of power in the Middle
East. The combined air, sea, and land battle witnessed the first
helicopter-borne deployment of assault troops and the last large-scale
parachute drop into a conflict zone by British forces. French and British
soldiers fought together against the Soviet-equipped Egyptian military in
a short campaign that cost the lives of thousands of soldiers—along with
innocent civilians. This book, by a prominent historian specializing in the
Middle East, tells the story.
Fight Or Flight - Martin Thomas 2014-03
The story of the dramatic collapse of the British and French colonial
empires in the aftermath of the Second World War - now told for the first
time as part of one global process
The Economic Diplomacy of the Suez Crisis - Diane B. Kunz 1991
Diane Kunz describes here how the United States employed economic
diplomacy to affect relations among states during the Suez Crisis of
1956-57. Using political and financial archival material from the United
States and Great Britain, and drawing from pers
Never Had It So Good - Dominic Sandbrook 2015-02-05
In 1956 the Suez Crisis finally shattered the old myths of the British
Empire and paved the way for the tumultuous changes of the decades to
come. In NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD, Dominic Sandbrook takes a fresh
look at the dramatic story of affluence and decline between 1956 and
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1963. Arguing that historians have until now been besotted by the
supposed cultural revolution of the Sixties, Sandbrook re-examines the
myths of this controversial period and paints a more complicated picture
of a society caught between conservatism and change. He explores the
growth of a modern consumer society, the impact of immigration, the
invention of modern pop music and the British retreat from empire. He
tells the story of the colourful characters of the period, like Harold
Macmillan, Kingsley Amis and Paul McCartney, and brings to life the
experience of the first post-imperial generation, from the Notting Hill
riots to the first Beatles hits, from the Profumo scandal to the cult of
James Bond. In this strikingly impressive debut, he combines academic
verve and insight with colourful, dramatic writing to produce a classic,
ground-breaking work that will change forever how we think about the
Sixties.
The Oxford History of the British Empire: Volume V:
Historiography - Robin Winks 2001-07-26
The Oxford History of the British Empire is a major new assessment of
the Empire in the light of recent scholarship and the progressive opening
of historical records. From the founding of colonies in North America and
the West Indies in the seventeenth century to the reversion of Hong
Kong to China at the end of the twentieth, British imperialism was a
catalyst for far-reaching change. The Oxford History of the British
Empire as a comprehensive study helps us to understand the end of
Empire in relation to its beginning, the meaning of British imperialism
for the ruled as well as for the rulers, and the significance of the British
Empire as a theme in world history. This fifth and final volume shows
how opinions have changed dramatically over the generations about the
nature, role, and value of imperialism generally, and the British Empire
more specifically. The distinguished team of contributors discuss the
many and diverse elements which have influenced writings on the
Empire: the pressure of current events, access to primary sources, the
creation of relevant university chairs, the rise of nationalism in former
colonies, decolonization, and the Cold War. They demonstrate how the
study of empire has evolved from a narrow focus on constitutional issues
to a wide-ranging enquiry about international relations, the uses of
power, and impacts and counterimpacts between settler groups and
native peoples. The result is a thought-provoking cultural and intellectual
inquiry into how we understand the past, and whether this
understanding might affect the way we behave in the future.
British Spy Fiction and the End of Empire - Sam Goodman
2015-06-05
The position of spy fiction is largely synonymous in popular culture with
ideas of patriotism and national security, with the spy himself indicative
of the defence of British interests and the preservation of British power
around the globe. This book reveals a more complicated side to these
assumptions than typically perceived, arguing that the representation of
space and power within spy fiction is more complex than commonly
assumed. Instead of the British spy tirelessly maintaining the integrity of
Empire, this volume illustrates how spy fiction contains disunities and
disjunctions in its representation of space, and the relationship between
the individual and the state in an era of declining British power. Focusing
primarily on the work of Graham Greene, Ian Fleming, Len Deighton, and
John le Carre, the volume brings a fresh methodological approach to the
study of spy fiction and Cold War culture. It presents close textual
analysis within a framework of spatial and sovereign theory as a means
of examining the cultural impact of decolonization and the shifting
geopolitics of the Cold War. Adopting a thematic approach to the analysis
of space in spy fiction, the text explores the reciprocal process by which
contextual history intersects with literature throughout the period in
question, arguing that spy fiction is responsible for reflecting,
strengthening and, in some cases, precipitating cultural anxieties over
decolonization and the end of Empire. This study promises to be a
welcome addition to the developing field of spy fiction criticism and
popular culture studies. Both engaging and original in its approach, it
will be important reading for students and academics engaged in the
study of Cold War culture, popular literature, and the changing state of
British identity over the course of the latter twentieth century.
The Last Thousand Days of the British Empire - Peter Clarke
2010-09-01
A sweeping, brilliantly vivid history of the sudden end of the British
empire and the moment when America became a world superpower. "I
have not become the King's First Minister in order to preside over the
liquidation of the British Empire." Winston Churchill's famous statement
in November 1942, just as the tide of the Second World War was
beginning to turn, pugnaciously affirmed his loyalty to the world-wide
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institution that he had served for most of his life. Britain fought and
sacrificed on a worldwide scale to defeat Hitler and his allies-and won.
Yet less than five years after Churchill's defiant speech, the British
Empire effectively ended with Indian Independence in August 1947 and
the end of the British Mandate in Palestine in May 1948. As the sun set
on Britain's Empire, the age of America as world superpower dawned.
How did this rapid change of fortune come about? Peter Clarke's book is
the first to analyze the abrupt transition from Rule Britannia to Pax
Americana. His swiftly paced narrative makes superb use of letters and
diaries to provide vivid portraits of the figures around whom history
pivoted: Churchill, Gandhi, Roosevelt, Stalin, Truman, and a host of
lesser-known figures though whom Clarke brilliantly shows the human
dimension of epochal events. The Last Thousand Days of the British
Empire is a captivating work of popular history that shows how the
events that followed the war reshaped the world as profoundly as the
conflict itself.
Suez - Keith Kyle 2011-02-15
This title includes a new Foreword by WM. Roger Louis. On 26 July 1956,
the British Empire received a blow from which it would never recover.
On this day, Egypt's President Gamal Abdul Nasser nationalized the Suez
Canal Company, one of the gems of Britain's imperial portfolio. It was to
be a fateful day for Britain as a world power. Britain, France and Israel
subsequently colluded in attacking Egypt, ostensibly - in the case of
Britain and France - to protect the Suez Canal but in reality in an attempt
to depose Nasser. The US opposition to this scheme forced an
ignominious withdrawal, leaving Nasser triumphant and marking a
decisive end to Britain's imperial era. In this, the seminal work on the
Suez Crisis, Keith Kyle draws on a wealth of documentary evidence to
tell this fascinating political, military and diplomatic story. Including new
introductory material, this revised edition of a classic work will be
essential reading for anyone interested in the history of the twentieth
century, military history and the end of empire.
The Oxford History of the British Empire: Volume IV: The Twentieth
Century - Judith Brown 1999-10-21
The Oxford History of the British Empire is a major new assessment of
the Empire in the light of recent scholarship and the progressive opening
of historical records. From the founding of colonies in North America and
the West Indies in the seventeenth century to the reversion of Hong
Kong to China at the end of the twentieth, British imperialism was a
catalyst for far-reaching change. The Oxford History of the British
Empire as a comprehensive study allows us to understand the end of
Empire in relation to its beginnings, the meaning of British imperialism
for the ruled as well as the rulers, and the significance of the British
Empire as a theme in world history. Volume IV considers many aspects of
the 'imperial experience' in the final years of the British Empire,
culminating in the mid-century's rapid processes of decolonization. It
seeks to understand the men who managed the empire, their priorities
and vision, and the mechanisms of control and connection which held the
empire together. There are chapters on imperial centres, on the
geographical 'periphery' of empire, and on all its connecting
mechanisms, including institutions and the flow of people, money, goods,
and services. The volume also explores the experience of 'imperial
subjects' - in terms of culture, politics, and economics; an experience
which culminated in the growth of vibrant, often new, national identities
and movements and, ultimately, new nation-states. It concludes with the
processes of decolonization which reshaped the political map of the late
twentieth-century world.
Ghosts of Empire - Kwasi Kwarteng 2012-01-01
This fascinating book shows how the later years of the British Empire
were characterised by accidental oversights, irresponsible opportunism
and uncertain pragmatism.
Suez 1956 - William Roger Louis 1991
This is an analysis, based on newly available evidence, of the Suez crisis
of 1956, its origins, and its consequences. The contributors are all
leading authorities, and some, like Mordechai Bar-On, Robert Bowie and
Adam Watson, were active participants in the events of the time.
Suez - Keith Kyle 1991
With Britain's prestige and world power severely in decline, the
nationalization of the Suez Canal in 1956 gave her a chance to make one
last stand. Together with France she became involved in a notorious
deception surrounding the Suez. Kyle provides a full history of this
sordid affair at a time when many of the same issues--Middle East
struggles, oil control, superpower collusion--have been brought to the
forefront by the Gulf Crisis. Maps and illustrations.
The Oxford History of the British Empire: The eighteenth century - Peter
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James Marshall 1998
Examines the history of British worldwide expansion from the Glorious
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Revolution of 1689 to the end of the Napoleonic Wars, a crucial phase in
the creation of the modern British Empire.
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