A Kim Jong Il Production The Extraordinary True Story Of
Kidnapped Filmmaker His Star Actress And Young Dictators Rise
To Power Paul Fischer
If you ally obsession such a referred A Kim Jong Il Production The Extraordinary True Story Of Kidnapped Filmmaker His Star Actress And
Young Dictators Rise To Power Paul Fischer ebook that will offer you worth, acquire the unconditionally best seller from us currently from
several preferred authors. If you desire to witty books, lots of novels, tale, jokes, and more fictions collections are as well as launched, from best
seller to one of the most current released.
You may not be perplexed to enjoy every ebook collections A Kim Jong Il Production The Extraordinary True Story Of Kidnapped Filmmaker His Star
Actress And Young Dictators Rise To Power Paul Fischer that we will categorically offer. It is not on the order of the costs. Its approximately what
you need currently. This A Kim Jong Il Production The Extraordinary True Story Of Kidnapped Filmmaker His Star Actress And Young Dictators Rise
To Power Paul Fischer , as one of the most effective sellers here will agreed be among the best options to review.

The Great Leader and the Fighter Pilot - Blaine Harden 2016-04-07
A non-fiction thriller by international bestselling author Blaine Harden
(Escape from Camp 14) that explores the worlds most repressive state
through the intertwined lives of two North Koreans, one infamous, one
obscure: Kim Il Sung, the former North Korean leader and No Kum Sok,
once the state's youngest jet fighter pilot. Shortly before the Korean War
ended, No Kum Sok met Kim Il Sung, who congratulated him for his
flying skill and his courage. A few months later, No Kum Sok stole a
Soviet-made MiG-15 and flew it to a US airfield in South Korea.
Beginning with the arbitrary division of Korea in 1945 and ending two
months after the shaky armistice that halted combat in the Korean War,
The Great Leader & the Fighter Pilot is an ambitious and gripping book
which digs deeply into the character of the Kim family dictatorship. At
once an irresistible adventure story and an authoritative guide to the
notorious state, it explains why North Korea remains so isolated, why it

created and maintains a vast gulag of concentration camps, and why it is
still so angry at the western world.
The Aquariums of Pyongyang - Chol-hwan Kang 2005-08-24
"Destined to become a classic" (Iris Chang, author of The Rape of
Nanking), this harrowing memoir of life inside North Korea was the first
account to emerge from the notoriously secretive country -- and it
remains one of the most terrifying. Amid escalating nuclear tensions, Kim
Jong-un and North Korea's other leaders have kept a tight grasp on their
one-party state, quashing any nascent opposition movements and
sending all suspected dissidents to its brutal concentration camps for
"re-education." Kang Chol-Hwan is the first survivor of one of these
camps to escape and tell his story to the world, documenting the extreme
conditions in these gulags and providing a personal insight into life in
North Korea. Sent to the notorious labor camp Yodok when he was nine
years old, Kang observed frequent public executions and endured forced
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labor and near-starvation rations for ten years. In 1992, he escaped to
South Korea, where he found God and now advocates for human rights in
North Korea. Part horror story, part historical document, part memoir,
part political tract, this book brings together unassailable firsthand
experience, setting one young man's personal suffering in the wider
context of modern history, giving eyewitness proof to the abuses
perpetrated by the North Korean regime.
Han Sŏrya and North Korean Literature - Brian Myers 1994
This first and only study of North Korean literary history by a Western
scholar deals with the crucial role played by Han S rya, chairman of the
D.P.R.K.'s Federation of Literature and Art from 1948 to his purge in
1962, both in devising the iconography of Kim Il Sung's personality cult
and in defining the early course of North Korean letters. Through brief
studies of Han's own canonical works the author also sets out to dispel
the widely-held assumption that North Korean literature is compatible
with Soviet and Chinese socialist realism. The appendix includes a
complete translation of Han's 1951 novella Jackals(S ngnyangi).
A Kim Jong-Il Production - Paul Fischer 2015-02-03
A Kim Jong-Il Production by Paul Fischer - love, films and kidnapping in
North Korea, the world's wildest regime Before becoming the world's
most notorious dictator, Kim Jong-Il ran North Korea's film industry. He
directed every film made in the country but knew they were nothing
compared to Hollywood. Then he hit on the perfect solution: order the
kidnapping of South Korea's most famous actress and her ex-husband,
the country's most acclaimed director. In a jaw-dropping mission the
couple were kidnapped, held hostage and then 'employed' to make films
for the Dear Leader, including a remake of Godzilla. They gained Kim's
trust - but could they escape? A non-fiction thriller with a plot so jawdropping even Hollywood couldn't make it up, this extraordinary book
will be enjoyed by fans of Argo and Nothing to Envy. 'A story almost too
wild to believe . . . Unputdownable' Benjamin Wallace, author of New
York Times bestseller The Billionaire's Vinegar Paul Fischer is a film
producer and writer. Born in Saudi Arabia and raised in France, he
studied Social Sciences at the Institut d'Etudes Politiques in Paris and

Film at the University of Southern California and the New York Film
Academy. He has worked as an independent film producer in London for
the past seven years; his first feature, the documentary Radioman, won
the Grand Jury Prize at the Doc NYC festival. A Kim Jong-Il Production is
his first book.
Argo - Antonio Mendez 2012-09-13
The true, declassified account of CIA operative Tony Mendez's daring
rescue of American hostages from Iran that inspired the criticallyacclaimed film directed by and starring Ben Affleck, and co-starring John
Goodman, Alan Arkin, and Bryan Cranston. On November 4, 1979,
Iranian militants stormed the American embassy in Tehran and captured
dozens of American hostages, sparking a 444-day ordeal and a quake in
global politics still reverberating today. But there is a little-known drama
connected to the crisis: six Americans escaped. And a top-level CIA
officer named Antonio Mendez devised an ingenious yet incredibly risky
plan to rescue them before they were detected. Disguising himself as a
Hollywood producer, and supported by a cast of expert forgers, deep
cover CIA operatives, foreign agents, and Hollywood special effects
artists, Mendez traveled to Tehran under the guise of scouting locations
for a fake science fiction film called Argo. While pretending to find the
perfect film backdrops, Mendez and a colleague succeeded in contacting
the escapees, and smuggling them out of Iran. Antonio Mendez finally
details the extraordinarily complex and dangerous operation he led more
than three decades ago. A riveting story of secret identities and
international intrigue, Argo is the gripping account of the history-making
collusion between Hollywood and high-stakes espionage.
The Cleanest Race - B.R. Myers 2011-12-20
"Provocative ... A fascinating analysis." —Dwight Garner, The New York
Times The first full-length study of the North Korean worldview to draw
on extensive research into the regime’s domestic propaganda, including
films, romance novels and other artifacts of the Kim dynasty personality
cult … What do the North Koreans really believe? How do they see
themselves and the world around them? From Kim Il-sung to Kim Jong-il
to current leader Kim Jong-un, it’s been hard to define a consistent
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ideology amongst North Korea’s Supreme Leaders. But you can reach a
more profound understanding of North Korea through its propaganda,
says renown North Korea analyst, and Atlantic contributing editor B.R.
Myers. Myers analyzes each of the country’s official myths in turn, from
the notion of Koreans’ unique moral purity, to the myth of an America
quaking in terror of "the Iron General." In a concise but groundbreaking
historical section, Myers also traces the origins of this official culture
back to the Japanese fascist thought in which North Korea’s first
ideologues were schooled. What emerges is a regime completely unlike
the West’s perception of it. This is neither a bastion of Stalinism nor a
Confucian patriarchy, but a paranoid, nationalist, “military-first” state on
the far right of the ideological spectrum. Since support for the North
Koriean regime now derives almost exclusively from pride in North
Korean military might, Myers argues that Pyongyang can neither be
cajoled nor bullied into giving up its nuclear program. The implications
for Western foreign policty — which has hiterhto treated North Korea as
the last outpost of the Cold War — are as obvious as they are troubling.
The Invitation-Only Zone - Robert S. Boynton 2016-01-12
A bizarre, little-known tale about the most secretive culture on earth For
decades, North Korea denied any part in the disappearance of dozens of
Japanese citizens from Japan’s coastal towns and cities in the late 1970s.
But in 2002, with his country on the brink of collapse, Kim Jong-il
admitted to the kidnapping of thirteen people and returned five of them
in hopes of receiving Japanese aid. As part of a global espionage project,
the regime had attempted to reeducate these abductees and make them
spy on its behalf. When the scheme faltered, the captives were forced to
teach Japanese to North Korean spies and make lives for themselves,
marrying, having children, and posing as North Korean civilians in
guarded communities known as “Invitation-Only Zones”—the fiction
being that they were exclusive enclaves, not prisons. From the moment
Robert S. Boynton saw a photograph of these men and women, he
became obsessed with their story. Torn from their homes as young
adults, living for a quarter century in a strange and hostile country, they
were returned with little more than an apology from the secretive

regime. In The Invitation-Only Zone, Boynton untangles the bizarre logic
behind the abductions. Drawing on extensive interviews with the
abductees, Boynton reconstructs the story of their lives inside North
Korea and ponders the existential toll the episode has had on them, and
on Japan itself. He speaks with nationalists, spies, defectors, diplomats,
abductees, and even crab fishermen, exploring the cultural and racial
tensions between Korea and Japan that have festered for more than a
century. A deeply reported, thoroughly researched book, The InvitationOnly Zone is a riveting story of East Asian politics and of the tragic
human consequences of North Korea’s zealous attempt to remain
relevant in the modern world.
Dear Leader - Jang Jin-sung 2015-01-27
"In this rare insider's view into contemporary North Korea, a highranking counterintelligence agent describes his life as a former poet
laureate to Kim Jong-il and his breathtaking escape to freedom. "The
General will now enter the room." Everyone turns to stone. Not moving
my head, I direct my eyes to a point halfway up the archway where Kim
Jong-il's face will soon appear... As North Korea's State Poet Laureate,
Jang Jin-sung led a charmed life. With food provisions (even as the
country suffered through its great famine), a travel pass, access to
strictly censored information, and audiences with Kim Jong-il himself, his
life in Pyongyang seemed safe and secure. But this privileged existence
was about to be shattered. When a strictly forbidden magazine he lent to
a friend goes missing, Jang Jin-sung must flee for his life. Never before
has a member of the elite described the inner workings of this
totalitarian state and its propaganda machine. An astonishing expose;
told through the heart-stopping story of Jang Jin-sung's escape to South
Korea, Dear Leader is a rare and unprecedented insight into the world's
most secretive and repressive regime"-A Thousand Miles to Freedom - Eunsun Kim 2015-07-21
Eunsun Kim was born in North Korea, one of the most secretive and
oppressive countries in the modern world. As a child Eunsun loved her
country...despite her school field trips to public executions, daily selfcriticism sessions, and the increasing gnaw of hunger as the country-
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wide famine escalated. By the time she was eleven years old, Eunsun's
father and grandparents had died of starvation, and Eunsun was in
danger of the same. Finally, her mother decided to escape North Korea
with Eunsun and her sister, not knowing that they were embarking on a
journey that would take them nine long years to complete. Before finally
reaching South Korea and freedom, Eunsun and her family would live
homeless, fall into the hands of Chinese human traffickers, survive a
North Korean labor camp, and cross the deserts of Mongolia on foot.
Now, Eunsun is sharing her remarkable story to give voice to the tens of
millions of North Koreans still suffering in silence. Told with grace and
courage, her memoir is a riveting exposé of North Korea's totalitarian
regime and, ultimately, a testament to the strength and resilience of the
human spirit.
Eating with the Enemy - Robert Egan 2010-04-27
There was only one chair in the room. Fluorescent tubes on the ceiling
hummed with blue light. The woman smiled and explained in a soothing
voice that there were some "procedures" they had to go through. "We're
just going to put you under for a few minutes," she said. One of the
officials told me to turn around.. "Do I have a choice?" I lowered my
pants, exposing most of my left butt cheek. The woman came up from
behind me, and I felt a sharp prick as she pushed in the needle and
rammed the solution into my muscle. When she finished, I sat down.
"Which agency do you work for? CIA?" asked the other male official. "I
operate independently," I said. I started to feel good. Very good. I had
the urge to laugh, even though nobody had said anything funny. "I'm a
lone wolf. And I make burgers for a living. I'm a burger-making lone
wolf." I must have blacked out for some of it. When I opened my eyes
again, the two men were there, but the woman was gone. I wiped my
nose, and my hand came away bloody. I suddenly felt so sick and dizzy I
thought I'd had a stroke. "What the fuck? In Pyongyang in 1994, Robert
Egan was given Sodium Pentathol, or "truth serum," by North Korean
agents trying to determine his real identity. What was he doing in the
world's most isolated nation---while the U.S. government recoiled at its
human-rights record and its quest for dangerous nukes? Why had he

befriended one of North Korea's top envoys to the United Nations? What
was Egan after? Fast-paced and often astounding, Eating with the Enemy
is the tale of a restless restaurant owner from a mobbed-up New Jersey
town who for thirteen years inserted himself into the high-stakes
diplomatic battles between the United States and North Korea. Egan
dropped out of high school in working-class Fairfield, New Jersey, in the
midseventies and might have followed his father's path as a roofing
contractor. But Bobby had bigger plans for himself, and after a few years
wasted on drugs and petty crime, his life took an astonishing turn when
his interest in the search for Vietnam-era POWs led to an introduction in
the early nineties to North Korean officials desperate to improve
relations with the United States. So Egan turned his restaurant, Cubby's,
into his own version of Camp David. Between ball games, fishing trips,
and heaping plates of pork ribs, he advised deputy ambassador to the
United Nations, Han Song Ryol, and other North Koreans during
tumultuous years that saw the death of Kim Il-sung and the rise of Kim
Jong-il, false starts toward peace during the Clinton administration, the
Bush "Axis of Evil" era, and North Korea's successful test of a nuclear
weapon in 2006. All the while, Egan informed for the FBI, vexed the
White House with his meddling, chaperoned the communist nation's
athletes on hilarious adventures, and nearly rescued a captured U.S.
Navy vessel---all in the interest of promoting peace. Egan parses U.S.
foreign policy with a mobster's street smarts, and he challenges the idea
that the United States should not have relations with its adversaries. The
intense yet unlikely friendship between him and Ambassador Han
provides hope for better relations between enemy nations and shows just
how far one lone citizen can go when he tries to right the world's
wrongs.
The Trial of Oscar Wilde - Richard Ellmann 1996
A Kim Jong-Il Production - Paul Fischer 2015-02-03
Documents the North Korean dictator's 1978 kidnapping of a South
Korean actress and her filmmaker ex-husband, describing how they were
imprisoned, forced to remarry, and compelled to make films for their
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captor before their daring escape.
North Korean Cinema - Johannes Schönherr 2012-08-10
Like many ideological dictatorships of the twentieth century, North
Korea has always considered cinema an indispensible propaganda tool.
No other medium penetrated the whole of the population so thoroughly,
and no other medium remained so strictly and exclusively under state
control. Through movies, the two successive leaders Kim Il Sung and Kim
Jong Il propagandized their policies and sought to rally the masses
behind them, with great success. This volume chronicles the history of
North Korean cinema from its beginnings to today, examining the
obstacles the film industry faced as well as the many social problems the
films themselves reveal. It provides detailed analyses of major and minor
films and explores important developments in the industry within the
context of the concurrent social and political atmosphere. Through the
lens of cinema emerges a fresh perspective on the history of North
Korean politics, culture, and ideology.
On the Art of the Cinema - Kim Jong Il 2001
In his preface the author states: "The cinema is now one of the main
objects on which efforts should be concentrated in order to conduct the
revolution in art and literature. The cinema occupies an important place
in the overall development of art and literature. As such it is a powerful
ideological weapon for the revolution and construction. Therefore,
concentrating efforts on the cinema, making breakthroughs and
following up success in all areas of art and literature is the basic
principle that we must adhere to in revolutionizing art and
literature."Kim Jong Il (1942- ) is leader of North Korea (1994- ). Kim
Jong Il succeeded his father, Kim Il Sung, who had ruled North Korea
since 1948.
A History of Korea - Jinwung Kim 2012
Contemporary North and South Korea are nations of radical contrasts:
one a bellicose totalitarian state with a failing economy; the other a
peaceful democracy with a strong economy. Yet their people share a
common history that extends back more than 3,000 years. In this
comprehensive new history of Korea from the prehistoric era to the

present day, Jinwung Kim recounts the rich and fascinating story of the
political, social, cultural, economic, and diplomatic developments in
Korea's long march to the present. He provides a detailed account of the
origins of the Korean people and language and the founding of the first
walled-town states, along with the advanced civilization that existed in
the ancient land of "Unified Silla." Clarifying the often complex history of
the Three Kingdoms Period, Kim chronicles the five-century long history
of the Choson dynasty, which left a deep impression on Korean culture.
From the beginning, China has loomed large in the history of Korea, from
the earliest times when the tribes that would eventually make up the
Korean nation roamed the vast plains of Manchuria and against whom
Korea would soon define itself. Japan, too, has played an important role
in Korean history, particularly in the 20th century; Kim tells this story as
well, including the conflicts that led to the current divided state. The first
detailed overview of Korean history in nearly a quarter century, this
volume will enlighten a new generation of students eager to understand
this contested region of Asia.
The Man Who Invented Motion Pictures - Paul Fischer 2022-04-19
A “spellbinding, thriller-like” (Shelf Awareness) history about the
invention of the motion picture and the mysterious, forgotten man behind
it—detailing his life, work, disappearance, and legacy. The year is 1888,
and Louis Le Prince is finally testing his “taker” or “receiver” device for
his family on the front lawn. The device is meant to capture ten to twelve
images per second on film, creating a reproduction of reality that can be
replayed as many times as desired. In an otherwise separate and
detached world, occurrences from one end of the globe could now be
viewable with only a few days delay on the other side of the world. No
human experience—from the most mundane to the most
momentous—would need to be lost to history. In 1890, Le Prince was
granted patents in four countries ahead of other inventors who were
rushing to accomplish the same task. But just weeks before unveiling his
invention to the world, he mysteriously disappeared and was never seen
or heard from again. Three and half years later, Thomas Edison, Le
Prince’s rival, made the device public, claiming to have invented it
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himself. And the man who had dedicated his life to preserving memories
was himself lost to history—until now. The Man Who Invented Motion
Pictures pulls back the curtain and presents a “passionate, detailed
defense of Louis Le Prince…unfurled with all the cliffhangers and red
herrings of a scripted melodrama” (The New York Times Book Review).
This “fascinating, informative, skillfully articulated narrative” (Kirkus
Reviews, starred review) presents the never-before-told history of the
motion picture and sheds light on the unsolved mystery of Le Prince’s
disappearance.
Aquariums Of Pyongyang: Ten Years In The North Korean Gulag Kang Chol-hwan 2001-10-03
North Korea today is one of the last bastions of hard-line Communism.
Until recently, no one ever managed to leave the country. No organized,
active opposition movement exists, either at home or abroad. Western
historians and researchers have had little access to information about
North Korea apart from official Party documents and propaganda. This
book marks the first time that a victim of the regime, a survivor and
escapee, has provided a personal and documented insight into the labor
camps, the organized famine, the farcical trials, the repression, and the
political conditioning within this "hermit kingdom."Kang Chol-Hwan was
arrested at the age of nine along with other members of his family when
his grandfather made remarks about life in a capitalist country that were
judged to be too complimentary. He grew up in the camps and has
escaped to South Korea to document his personal life as a testimonial to
the hardships and atrocities that constitute the lives of some several
hundred thousand people living in the gulag today. Kang's account of his
internment reveals the life-and-death conditions of the camp, the
relentless forced labor, and the mental repression that drove the two
hours of daily "political training" that followed twelve hours of
backbreaking work. His memoir documents the political bartering of food
and the "ideological" uses of malnutrition. Part horror story, part
historical document, part memoir, part political tract, this book brings
together unassailable firsthand experience, setting one young man's
personal suffering in the wider context of modern history.

All Monsters Must Die - Magnus Bärtås 2015-03-27
In 1948, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is founded by
General Kim Il-sung. In 1978, North Korea celebrates the thirtieth
anniversary of its founding, and Kim Jong-il, who at the time is the head
of the Propaganda and Agitation Department, orders the kidnapping of
the greatest South Korean movie star, the actress Madame Choi, and her
ex-husband, the famous film director Shin Sang-ok. In 2008, North Korea
celebrates its sixtieth anniversary, and Magnus Bärtås and Fredrik
Ekman take a bizarre, heavily guided tour to the world’s most isolated
country. In All Monster Must Die, authors Magnus Bärtås and Fredrik
Ekman weave together these three stories to create a mosaic of North
Korea, past and present: from the Japanese occupation to the
demarcation of the border at the 38th parallel and the Korean War, the
development of North Korean Juche ideology, the establishment of the
Kim dynasty’s cult of personality, and the aggressive manufacturing of
political propaganda, which motivated the kidnapping of South Korea’s
most famous film couple. Intelligent and shocking, this book offers a rare
and fascinating window into the “hermit kingdom,” and includes an
updated chapter on the passing of Kim Jong-il and the declaration of his
son, Kim Jong-un, as supreme leader.
A Kim Jong-Il Production - Paul Fischer 2016-03-03
State, Society and Markets in North Korea - Andrew Yeo 2021-11-04
Under Kim Jong-un, North Korea has experienced growing economic
markets, an emerging 'nouveau riche,' and modest levels of urban
development. To what extent is North Korean politics and society
changing? How has the growth of markets transformed state-society
relations? This Element evaluates the shifting relationship between state,
society, and markets in a deeply authoritarian context. If the regime
implements controlled economic measures, extracts rent, and subsumes
the market economy into its ideology, the state will likely retain strong
authoritarian control. Conversely, if it fails to incorporate markets into
its legitimating message, as private actors build informal trust networks,
share information, and collude with state bureaucrats, more fundamental
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changes in state-society relations are in order. By opening the 'black box'
of North Korea, this Element reveals how the country manages to teeter
forward, and where its domestic future may lie.
A Kim Jong-Il Production - Paul Fischer (Documentary film producer)
2015-02-26
A Kim Jong-Il Production by Paul Fischer - love, films and kidnapping in
North Korea, the world's wildest regimeBefore becoming the world's
most notorious dictator, Kim Jong-Il ran North Korea's film industry. He
directed every film made in the country but knew they were nothing
compared to Hollywood. Then he hit on the perfect solution: order the
kidnapping of South Korea's most famous actress and her ex-husband,
the country's most acclaimed director.In a jaw-dropping mission the
couple were kidnapped, held hostage and then 'employed' to make films
for the Dear Leader, including a remake of Godzilla. They gained Kim's
trust - but could they escape?A non-fiction thriller with a plot so jawdropping even Hollywood couldn't make it up, this extraordinary book
will be enjoyed by fans of Argo and Nothing to Envy. 'A story almost too
wild to believe . . . Unputdownable' Benjamin Wallace, author of New
York Times bestseller The Billionaire's VinegarPaul Fischer is a film
producer and writer. Born in Saudi Arabia and raised in France, he
studied Social Sciences at the Institut d'Etudes Politiques in Paris and
Film at the University of Southern California and the New York Film
Academy. He has worked as an independent film producer in London for
the past seven years; his first feature, the documentary Radioman, won
the Grand Jury Prize at the Doc NYC festival. A Kim Jong-Il Production is
his first book.
In the Absence of Sun - Helie Lee 2010-02-24
A breathtaking true story of a rescue mission undertaken by a young
woman and her family in one of the most repressive countries in the
world. Helie Lee often had heard her grandmother speak of an uncle, lost
decades ago when he was a child during the family’s daring escape from
North Korea. As an adult, he was still living there under horrid
conditions. When her grandmother began to ail, Helie became
determined to reunite her with her eldest son, despite tremendous odds.

Helie’s mission became even more urgent when she realized that her
first book, the bestselling novel Still Life with Rice, about the family’s
escape, might have angered the North Korean government and put her
uncle in danger. Pushing through rivers and forests, fighting the cold,
bribing and manipulating border guards, gangsters, and secret service
agents, Helie and her father finally achieve their goal. But there are
many hurdles. Her uncle is forced to make a harrowing choice: leave his
North Korean family behind or continue to live in oppression and
starvation away from his beloved mother. And Helie has to face her deep,
sometimes ambivalent, emotions about her identity in the family and as a
Korean American woman. Unmarried and outspoken, she struggles in
Korea, where women marry early and keep silent, and writes eloquently
about the landscape there, both literal and cultural. She comes through a
heartbreaking love affair only to face an intense and confusing
relationship with the Guide—the man who, despite being crude and
macho, ultimately helps to save her uncle and eventually his extended
family through several daring acts of heroism. In the Absence of Sun is a
riveting adventure story and a powerful tale of family bonds and reunion.
“An eerie fear crawled through my flesh as I stood on the Chinese side of
the Yalu River, gazing across the murky water into one of the most
closed-off and isolated countries in the world. I couldn’t believe it. Even
as my boots sank into the doughy mud, I had trouble coming to terms
with the fact that I was actually standing there. . . . I was not prepared
for the kind of despair and insane fear I felt that day. My wizened old
uncle looked nothing like the sweet-faced teenager in the faded
photograph that Halmoni kept pressed between the pages of her Bible.
That day, at the Yalu River, staring helplessly into his terrorized face, I
hadn’t fully realized what a dangerous thing I had done the year before. I
had placed him and his family in danger. By including details of my
uncle’s life in a book, I had alerted North Korea’s enigmatic leadership to
the identity of my relatives in a nation where it was better to remain
invisible.” —From In the Absence of Sun
Without You, There Is No Us - Suki Kim 2014-10-14
A haunting account of teaching English to the sons of North Korea's
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ruling class during the last six months of Kim Jong-il's reign Every day,
three times a day, the students march in two straight lines, singing
praises to Kim Jong-il and North Korea: Without you, there is no
motherland. Without you, there is no us. It is a chilling scene, but
gradually Suki Kim, too, learns the tune and, without noticing, begins to
hum it. It is 2011, and all universities in North Korea have been shut
down for an entire year, the students sent to construction fields—except
for the 270 students at the all-male Pyongyang University of Science and
Technology (PUST), a walled compound where portraits of Kim Il-sung
and Kim Jong-il look on impassively from the walls of every room, and
where Suki has gone undercover as a missionary and a teacher. Over the
next six months, she will eat three meals a day with her young charges
and struggle to teach them English, all under the watchful eye of the
regime. Life at PUST is lonely and claustrophobic, especially for Suki,
whose letters are read by censors and who must hide her notes and
photographs not only from her minders but from her
colleagues—evangelical Christian missionaries who don't know or choose
to ignore that Suki doesn't share their faith. As the weeks pass, she is
mystified by how easily her students lie, unnerved by their obedience to
the regime. At the same time, they offer Suki tantalizing glimpses of their
private selves—their boyish enthusiasm, their eagerness to please, the
flashes of curiosity that have not yet been extinguished. She in turn
begins to hint at the existence of a world beyond their own—at such
exotic activities as surfing the Internet or traveling freely and, more
dangerously, at electoral democracy and other ideas forbidden in a
country where defectors risk torture and execution. But when Kim Jong-il
dies, and the boys she has come to love appear devastated, she wonders
whether the gulf between her world and theirs can ever be bridged.
Without You, There Is No Us offers a moving and incalculably rare
glimpse of life in the world's most unknowable country, and at the
privileged young men she calls "soldiers and slaves."
Emperor of China - Jonathan D. Spence 2012-07-25
A remarkable re-creation of the life of K'ang-hsi, emperor of the Manchu
dynasty from 1661-1772, assembled from documents that survived his

reign. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
Fish, Fishing and Community in North Korea and Neighbours Robert Winstanley-Chesters 2020-10-08
This open access book explores the histories and geographies of fishing
in North Korea and the surrounding nations. With the ideological and
environmental history of North Korea in mind, the book examines the
complex interactions between local communities, fish themselves, wider
ecosystems and the politics of Pyongyang through the lens of critical
geography, fisheries statistics and management science as well as North
Korean and more generally Korean and East Asian studies. There is
increasing global interest in North Korea, its politics, people and
landscapes, and as such, this book describes encounters with North
Korean fishing communities, as well as unusual moments in the field in
the People's Republic of China, the Russian Federation and the Republic
of Korea (South Korea). It addresses fish, fishing infrastructure, fishing
science and fishing statistics and other non-human elements of North
Korean and other nations' developmental regimes as actors and
participants within them as much as humans and their technologies. The
book enables readers to gain extensive insights into the aspirations and
practices of fishing in North Korea and its neighbours, the navigation of
difficult political and developmental situations and changing ecological
realities in a time of environmental and climate crisis familiar to many
across the globe. This work was published by Saint Philip Street Press
pursuant to a Creative Commons license permitting commercial use. All
rights not granted by the work's license are retained by the author or
authors.
The Real North Korea - Andrei Lankov 2015
After providing an accessible history of the nation, the author turns his
focus to what North Korea is, what its leadership thinks and how its
people cope with living in such an oppressive and poor place, arguing
that North Korea is not irrational, but rather a nation that has survived
against all odds.
A Kim Jong-Il Production - Paul Fischer 2015-02-03
Before becoming the world's most notorious dictator, Kim Jong-Il ran
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North Korea's Ministry for Propaganda and its film studios. Conceiving
every movie made, he acted as producer and screenwriter. Despite this
control, he was underwhelmed by the available talent and took drastic
steps, ordering the kidnapping of Choi Eun-Hee (Madam Choi)—South
Korea's most famous actress—and her ex-husband Shin Sang-Ok, the
country's most famous filmmaker.Madam Choi vanished first. When Shin
went to Hong Kong to investigate, he was attacked and woke up wrapped
in plastic sheeting aboard a ship bound for North Korea. Madam Choi
lived in isolated luxury, allowed only to attend the Dear Leader's dinner
parties. Shin, meanwhile, tried to escape, was sent to prison camp, and
"re-educated." After four years he cracked, pledging loyalty. Reunited
with Choi at the first party he attends, it is announced that the couple
will remarry and act as the Dear Leader's film advisors. Together they
made seven films, in the process gaining Kim Jong-Il's trust. While
pretending to research a film in Vienna, they flee to the U.S. embassy
and are swept to safety.A nonfiction thriller packed with tension, passion,
and politics, author Paul Fischer's A Kim Jong-Il Production offers a rare
glimpse into a secretive world, illuminating a fascinating chapter of
North Korea's history that helps explain how it became the hermetically
sealed, intensely stage-managed country it remains today.
California Infernal - 2017-09-26
Satanism and the silver screen: the bizarre friendship of Anton LaVey
and Jayne Mansfield Movie star Jayne Mansfield and notorious Satanist
Anton LaVey met in 1966. Both were publicity conscious and made the
most of the meetings, which evolved into a friendship. Almost always
present was German paparazzo Walter Fischer, stationed in Hollywood
and catering to image- and scandal-hungry photo magazines all over the
world. Fischer's unique collection of photos takes us straight into the
ritual chamber of the Church of Satan in LaVey's infamous "black house"
in San Francisco, as well as into Mansfield's Hollywood "pink palace." We
also get to follow LaVey on excursions to his friend Forrest "Famous
Monsters of Filmland" Ackerman, to Marilyn Monroe's grave, to TV
studios and back, to Satanic weddings and Zeena's baptism at the
Church of Satan HQ. These were wild and narcissistic times in America.

Few understood the power of media exposure better than Jayne
Mansfield and Anton LaVey. Captured alone or together by master
paparazzo Fischer, this devilishly handsome couple made headlines that
still resonate today. The book contains an introduction by legendary
filmmaker Kenneth Anger, and forewords by writer Carl Abrahamsson
and collector Alf Wahlgren.
Kim Jong Un and the Bomb - Ankit Panda 2020-07-15
In September 2017, North Korea shocked the world by exploding the
most powerful nuclear device tested anywhere in 25 years. Months
earlier, it had conducted the first test flight of a missile capable of
ranging much of the United States. By the end of that year, Kim Jong Un,
the reclusive state's ruler, declared that his nuclear deterrent was
complete. Today, North Korea's nuclear weapons stockpile and ballistic
missile arsenal continues to grow, presenting one of the most serious
challenges to international security to date. Internal regime propaganda
has called North Korea's nuclear forces the country's "treasured sword,"
underscoring the cherished place of these weapons in national strategy.
Fiercely committed to self-reliance, Kim remains determined to avoid
unilateral disarmament. Kim Jong Un and the Bomb tells the story of how
North Korea-once derided in the 1970s as a "fourth-rate pipsqueak" of a
country by President Richard Nixon-came to credibly threaten the
American homeland by November 2017. Ankit Panda explores the
contours of North Korea's nuclear capabilities, the developmental history
of its weapons programs, and the prospects for disarming or constraining
Kim's arsenal. With no signs that North Korea's total disarmament is
imminent over the next years or even decade, Panda explores the
consequences of a nuclear-armed North Korea for the United States,
South Korea, and the world.
North Korea through the Looking Glass - Kongdan Oh 2004-05-13
Fifty-five years after its founding at the dawn of the cold war, North
Korea remains a land of illusions. Isolated and anachronistic, the country
and its culture seem to be dominated exclusively by the official ideology
of Juche, which emphasizes national self-reliance, independence, and
worship of the supreme leader, General Kim Jong Il. Yet this socialist
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utopian ideal is pursued with the calculations of international power
politics. Kim has transformed North Korea into a militarized state, whose
nuclear weapons, ballistic missiles, and continued threat to South Korea
have raised alarm worldwide. This paradoxical combination of cultural
isolation and military-first policy has left the North Korean people
woefully deprived of the opportunity to advance socially and politically.
The socialist economy, guided by political principles and bereft of
international support, has collapsed. Thousands, perhaps millions, have
died of starvation. Foreign trade has declined and the country's gross
domestic product has recorded negative growth every year for a decade.
Yet rather than initiate the sort of market reforms that were
implemented by other communist governments, North Korean leaders
have reverted to the economic policies of the 1950s: mass mobilization,
concentration on heavy industry, and increased ideological
indoctrination. Although members of the political elite in Pyongyang are
acutely aware of their nation's domestic and foreign problems, they are
plagued by fear and policy paralysis. North Korea Through the Looking
Glass sheds new light on this remote and peculiar country. Drawing on
more than ten years of research—including interviews with two dozen
North Koreans who made the painful decision to defect from their
homeland—Kongdan Oh and Ralph C. Hassig explore what the leadership
and the masses believe about their current predicament. Through dual
themes of persistence and illusion, they explore North Korea's stubborn
adherence to policies that have failed to serve the welfare of the people
and, consequently, threaten the future of the regime. Featuring twentynine rare and candid photos taken from within the closely guarded
country, North Korea Through the Looking Glass illuminates the human
society of a country too often mischaracterized for its drab
uniformity—not a "state," but a community of twenty million individuals
who have, through no fault of their own, fallen on exceedingly hard
times.
Under the Loving Care of the Fatherly Leader - Bradley K. Martin
2007-04-01
Under the Loving Care of the Fatherly Leader offers in-depth portraits of

North Korea's two ruthless and bizarrely Orwellian leaders, Kim Il-Sung
and Kim Jong-Il. Lifting North Korea's curtain of self-imposed isolation,
this book will take readers inside a society, that to a Westerner, will
appear to be from another planet. Subsisting on a diet short on food
grains and long on lies, North Koreans have been indoctrinated from
birth to follow unquestioningly a father-son team of megalomaniacs. To
North Koreans, the Kims are more than just leaders. Kim Il-Sung is the
country's leading novelist, philosopher, historian, educator, designer,
literary critic, architect, general, farmer, and ping-pong trainer. Radios
are made so they can only be tuned to the official state frequency.
"Newspapers" are filled with endless columns of Kim speeches and
propaganda. And instead of Christmas, North Koreans celebrate Kim's
birthday--and he presents each child a present, just like Santa. The
regime that the Kim Dynasty has built remains technically at war with
the United States nearly a half century after the armistice that halted
actual fighting in the Korean War. This fascinating and complete history
takes full advantage of a great deal of source material that has only
recently become available (some from archives in Moscow and Beijing),
and brings the reader up to the tensions of the current day. For as this
book will explain, North Korea appears more and more to be the greatest
threat among the Axis of Evil countries--with some defector testimony
warning that Kim Jong-Il has enough chemical weapons to wipe out the
entire population of South Korea.
Marked for Life - Robert M. Collins 2012
Under the Same Sky - Joseph Kim 2015
A man who escaped the devastating famine in North Korea, despite being
abandoned as a boy, tells the story of his survival inside the oppressive
country, his escape and subsequent rescue by activists and Christian
missionaries and his success in the United States thanks to a newfound
faith and courage. 50,000 first printing.
A Team of Their Own - Seth Berkman 2019-10-01
The inspiring, unlikely story of the American, Canadian, South Korean
and even North Korean women who joined together to form Korea’s first
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Olympic ice hockey team. Two weeks before the opening ceremony of the
2018 Winter Olympics, South Korea’s women’s hockey team was forced
into a predicament that no president, ambassador or general had been
able to resolve in the sixty-five years since the end of the Korean War.
Against all odds, the group of young women were able to bring North
and South Korea closer than ever before. The team was built for this
moment. They had been brought together from across the globe and
from a wide variety of backgrounds—concert pianist, actress, high school
student, convenience store worker—to make history. Now the special
kinship they had developed would guide them through the biggest
challenge of their careers. Suddenly thrust into an international
spotlight, they showed the powerful meaning of what a unified Korea
could resemble. In A Team of Their Own, Seth Berkman goes behind the
scenes to tell the story of these young women as they became a team
amid immense political pressure and personal turmoil, and ultimately
gained worldwide acceptance on a journey that encapsulates the truest
meanings of sport and family.
Escape from Camp 14 - Blaine Harden 2012-03-29
With a New Foreword The heartwrenching New York Times bestseller
about the only known person born inside a North Korean prison camp to
have escaped. North Korea’s political prison camps have existed twice as
long as Stalin’s Soviet gulags and twelve times as long as the Nazi
concentration camps. No one born and raised in these camps is known to
have escaped. No one, that is, except Shin Dong-hyuk. In Escape From
Camp 14, Blaine Harden unlocks the secrets of the world’s most
repressive totalitarian state through the story of Shin’s shocking
imprisonment and his astounding getaway. Shin knew nothing of civilized
existence—he saw his mother as a competitor for food, guards raised him
to be a snitch, and he witnessed the execution of his mother and brother.
The late “Dear Leader” Kim Jong Il was recognized throughout the world,
but his country remains sealed as his third son and chosen heir, Kim Jong
Eun, consolidates power. Few foreigners are allowed in, and few North
Koreans are able to leave. North Korea is hungry, bankrupt, and armed
with nuclear weapons. It is also a human rights catastrophe. Between

150,000 and 200,000 people work as slaves in its political prison camps.
These camps are clearly visible in satellite photographs, yet North
Korea’s government denies they exist. Harden’s harrowing narrative
exposes this hidden dystopia, focusing on an extraordinary young man
who came of age inside the highest security prison in the highest
security state. Escape from Camp 14 offers an unequalled inside account
of one of the world’s darkest nations. It is a tale of endurance and
courage, survival and hope.
North Korea - William Overholt 2019
Daughters of the Samurai: A Journey from East to West and Back Janice P. Nimura 2015-05-04
"Nimura paints history in cinematic strokes and brings a forgotten story
to vivid, unforgettable life." —Arthur Golden, author of Memoirs of a
Geisha In 1871, five young girls were sent by the Japanese government
to the United States. Their mission: learn Western ways and return to
help nurture a new generation of enlightened men to lead Japan. Raised
in traditional samurai households during the turmoil of civil war, three of
these unusual ambassadors—Sutematsu Yamakawa, Shige Nagai, and
Ume Tsuda—grew up as typical American schoolgirls. Upon their arrival
in San Francisco they became celebrities, their travels and traditional
clothing exclaimed over by newspapers across the nation. As they
learned English and Western customs, their American friends grew to
love them for their high spirits and intellectual brilliance. The passionate
relationships they formed reveal an intimate world of cross-cultural
fascination and connection. Ten years later, they returned to Japan—a
land grown foreign to them—determined to revolutionize women’s
education. Based on in-depth archival research in Japan and in the
United States, including decades of letters from between the three
women and their American host families, Daughters of the Samurai is
beautifully, cinematically written, a fascinating lens through which to
view an extraordinary historical moment.
Confronting Security Challenges on the Korean Peninsula - Bruce E.
Bechtol, JR. 2012-04-01
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Edited by Bruse E. Bechtol, Jr. Provides papers from a symposium that
was held on September 1, 2010. Sponsors were the Marine Corps
University, the Korea Economic Institute, and the Marine Corps
University Foundation.
The Ministry of Truth - Eva Munz 2007
The few dozen tourists and a few journalists who come to the North
Korean capital of Pyongyong are accompanied by guides and allowed to
see only what the regime allows. Actors often represent pedestrians, and
the consumer goods seen in stores are not available to the public. The
Ministry of Truth offers a view of Korea as a giant installation, scripted
and executed by Kim Jong Il to further cloud the truth about one of the
world's most oppressive nations.
North Korea Confidential - Daniel Tudor 2015-04-14
**Named one of the best books of 2015 by The Economist** Private
Markets, Fashion Trends, Prison Camps, Dissenters and Defectors. North
Korea is one of the most troubled societies on earth. The country's 24
million people live under a violent dictatorship led by a single family,
which relentlessly pursues the development of nuclear arms, which
periodically incites risky military clashes with the larger, richer, liberal
South, and which forces each and every person to play a role in the

"theater state" even as it pays little more than lip service to the wellbeing
of the overwhelming majority. With this deeply anachronistic system
eventually failed in the 1990s, it triggered a famine that decimated the
countryside and obliterated the lives of many hundreds of thousands of
people. However, it also changed life forever for those who survived. A
lawless form of marketization came to replace the iron rice bowl of work
in state companies, and the Orwellian mind control of the Korean
Workers' Party was replaced for many by dreams of trade and profit. A
new North Korea Society was born from the horrors of the era—one that
is more susceptible to outside information than ever before with the
advent of k-pop and video-carrying USB sticks. This is the North Korean
society that is described in this book. In seven fascinating chapters, the
authors explore what life is actually like in modern North Korea today for
the ordinary "man and woman on the street." They interview experts and
tap a broad variety of sources to bring a startling new insider's view of
North Korean society—from members of Pyongyang's ruling families to
defectors from different periods and regions, to diplomats and NGOs
with years of experience in the country, to cross-border traders from
neighboring China, and textual accounts appearing in English, Korean
and Chinese sources. The resulting stories reveal the horror as well as
the innovation and humor which abound in this fascinating country.
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