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A Companion to the Ancient Near East - Daniel C. Snell 2008-04-15
A Companion to the Ancient Near East offers students and general
readers a comprehensive overview of Near Eastern civilization from the
Bronze Age to the conquests of Alexander the Great. Covers the
civilizations of the Sumerians, Hittites, Babylonians, Assyrians, Israelites
and Persians Places particular emphasis on social and cultural history
Covers the legacy of the Ancient Near East in the medieval and modern
worlds Provides a useful bibliographical guide to this field of study
Ancient Near Eastern History and Culture - William H. Stiebing Jr.
2017-09-07
Organized by the periods, kingdoms, and empires generally used in
ancient Near Eastern political history, Ancient Near Eastern History and
Culture interlaces social and cultural history with a political narrative.
Charts, figures, maps, and historical documents introduce the reader to
the material world of the ancient Near East, including Egypt. The
emphasis on historical debates and areas of uncertainty helps students
understand how historians use evidence to create interpretations and
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that several different interpretations of history are possible. New
features in this edition include: Reorganization of the chapters on the
early periods, with discussions incorporating the latest archaeological
finds. New "Debating the Evidence" sections discussing current
controversial issues in Near Eastern history. These sections make it easy
for students and teachers to find and use the portions of the text devoted
to scholarly arguments about various aspects of ancient Near Eastern
history. A new chapter, "Ancient Israel and Judah," has been added to
cover more completely the crucial issues of ancient Israelite history and
religion. More emphasis has been placed on the role and contributions of
women in the ancient Near East. The most important change is the
addition of co-author Susan N. Helft, a specialist in the art and
archaeology of the ancient Near East, who has applied her considerable
knowledge, insight, research, and editing skills throughout the book.
This new edition of Ancient Near Eastern History and Culture will remain
a crucial text for students beginning to learn about the fascinating
civilizations of the Near East.
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Mesopotamian Civilization - Daniel T. Potts 1997-01-01
Likely to become a standard work for students of the ancient Near East,
and for those interested in the high cultures of the region, this account is
also a highly accessible repository of information valuable to
archaeologists, anthropologists, etc
Ancient Mesopotamia at the Dawn of Civilization - Guillermo Algaze
2009-05-15
The alluvial lowlands of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in southern
Mesopotamia are widely known as the “cradle of civilization,” owing to
the scale of the processes of urbanization that took place in the area by
the second half of the fourth millennium BCE. In Ancient Mesopotamia at
the Dawn of Civilization, Guillermo Algaze draws on the work of modern
economic geographers to explore how the unique river-based ecology
and geography of the Tigris-Euphrates alluvium affected the
development of urban civilization in southern Mesopotamia. He argues
that these natural conditions granted southern polities significant
competitive advantages over their landlocked rivals elsewhere in
Southwest Asia, most importantly the ability to easily transport
commodities. In due course, this resulted in increased trade and
economic activity and higher population densities in the south than were
possible elsewhere. As southern polities grew in scale and complexity
throughout the fourth millennium, revolutionary new forms of labor
organization and record keeping were created, and it is these socially
created innovations, Algaze argues, that ultimately account for why fully
developed city-states emerged earlier in southern Mesopotamia than
elsewhere in Southwest Asia or the world.
The Ancient Near East - Mario Liverani 2013-12-04
The Ancient Near East reveals three millennia of history (c. 3500–500 bc)
in a single work. Liverani draws upon over 25 years’ worth of experience
and this personal odyssey has enabled him to retrace the history of the
peoples of the Ancient Near East. The history of the Sumerians, Hittites,
Assyrians, Babylonians and more is meticulously detailed by one of the
leading scholars of Assyriology. Utilizing research derived from the most
recent archaeological finds, the text has been fully revised for this
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English edition and explores Liverani’s current thinking on the history of
the Ancient Near East. The rich and varied illustrations for each
historical period, augmented by new images for this edition, provide
insights into the material and textual sources for the Ancient Near East.
Many highlight the ingenuity and technological prowess of the peoples in
the Ancient East. Never before available in English, The Ancient Near
East represents one of the greatest books ever written on the subject and
is a must read for students who will not have had the chance to explore
the depth of Liverani’s scholarship.
The Birth of Civilization in the Near East - Henri Frankfort 2021-09-24
The Birth of Civilization in the Near East, is many of the old books which
have been considered important throughout the human history. They are
now extremely scarce and very expensive antique. So that this work is
never forgotten we republish these books in high quality, using the
original text and artwork so that they can be preserved for the present
and future generations. This whole book has been reformatted, retyped
and designed. These books are not made of scanned copies of their
original work and hence the text is clear and readable.
New Realities in Foreign Affairs - Volker Stanzel 2019-07-08
Moderne Diplomatie wirkt heute in viele Bereiche des modernen Lebens
hinein. Sie ist zugleich selbst neuen Einflüssen ausgesetzt. Faktoren, die
unsere Gesellschaften verändern, verändern auch unser
Regierungshandeln, auch in der Außenpolitik, seien es Digitalisierung,
emotionalisierte Sensibilitäten unserer Öffentlichkeiten oder nichtstaatliche internationale Akteure. Derartige Entwicklungen müssen von
der Diplomatie aufgenommen werden, damit sie weiter als Instrument
einer Regierung funktionieren kann. Regierungen sollten Wege finden,
zwischen den neuen Bedürfnissen der Gesellschaft und den
Notwendigkeiten legitimen Regierungshandelns zu vermitteln. Das Ziel
sollte sein, als souveräner Staat handeln zu können und zugleich das
Potential der tiefgreifenden gesellschaftlichen Veränderungen zu nutzen.
Mit Beiträgen von Volker Stanzel, Sascha Lohmann, Andrew Cooper,
Christer Jönsson, Corneliu Bjola, Emillie V. de Keulenaar, Jan Melissen,
Karsten D. Voigt, Kim B. Olsen, Hanns W. Maull und R. S. Zaharna
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Life and Thought in the Ancient Near East - Louis Lawrence Orlin
2007-08-31
Intended for readers seeking insight into the day-to-day life of some of
the world's most ancient peoples, Life and Thought in the Ancient Near
East presents brief, fascinating explorations of key aspects of the
civilizations of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Palestine, Asia Minor, and Iran. With
vignettes on agriculture, architecture, crafts and industries, literature,
religion, topography, and history, Orlin has created something
refreshingly unique: a modern guidebook to an ancient world. The book
also reaches out to students of the Ancient Near Eastern World with
essays on decipherments, comparative cultural developments between
Egypt and Mesopotamia, and language and literature. In addition to
general readers, the book will be useful in the classroom as a text
supplementing a more conventional introduction to Near Eastern
Studies. "Well-written and accessible, Life and Thought in the Ancient
Near East deftly connects the past with present experience by drawing
out the differences between, for instance, modern churches and ancient
temples, and frequently employing biblical references. This simplicity
together with connecting contemporary to ancient experience makes the
text ideal for freshmen and general readers." ---Marc Cooper, Professor
of History, Missouri State University Now Professor Emeritus, Louis L.
Orlin taught in the department of Ancient Near Eastern History and
Literature at the University of Michigan for more than thirty years. He is
the author and editor of several books, including Assyrian Colonies in
Cappadocia and Ancient Near Eastern Literature: A Bibliography of One
Thousand Items on the Cuneiform Literatures of the Ancient World.
Perspectives on the History of Ancient Near Eastern Studies - Agnès
Garcia-Ventura 2021-03-03
The present volume collects eighteen essays exploring the history of
ancient Near Eastern studies. Combining diverse approaches—synthetic
and analytic, diachronic and transnational—this collection offers critical
reflections on the who, why, and how of this cluster of fields. How have
political contexts determined the conduct of research? How do academic
agendas reflect larger social, economic, and cultural interests? How have
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schools of thought and intellectual traditions configured, and sometimes
predetermined, the study of the ancient Near East? Contributions
treating research during the Nazi and fascist periods examine the
interpenetration of academic work with politics, while contributions
dealing with specific national contexts disclose fresh perspectives on
individual scholars as well as the conditions and institutions in which
they worked. Particular attention is given to scholarship in countries
such as Turkey, Portugal, Iran, China, and Spain, which have hitherto
been marginal to historiographic accounts of ancient Near Eastern
studies.
The Bible and the Ancient Near East - Cyrus Herzl Gordon 1997
Explores the diverse origins of such stories as the creation and the flood
in the cultures of the ancient Near East. This up-to-date revision of a
classic work draws on the latest archaeological and linguistic research to
fill in the historical realities behind the great stories of the Bible. Shows
striking parallels in the foundational stories told in the Egyptian, Persian,
Greek, and Hebrew cultures of the time.
The Greatest Civilizations of Ancient Mesopotamia - Charles River
Editors 2015-03-11
*Includes pictures *Includes primary sources from ancient records about
their cultures and battles *Includes bibliographies for further reading
*Includes a table of contents Although the Sumerians continue to get
second or even third billing compared to the Babylonians and Assyrians,
perhaps because they never built an empire as great as the Assyrians or
established a city as enduring and great as Babylon, they were the
people who provided the template of civilization that all later
Mesopotamians built upon. The Sumerians are credited with being the
first people to invent writing, libraries, cities, and schools in
Mesopotamia (Ziskind 1972, 34), and many would argue that they were
the first people to create and do those things anywhere in world. For a
people so great it is unfortunate that their accomplishments and
contributions, not only to Mesopotamian civilization but to civilization in
general, largely go unnoticed by the majority of the public. Perhaps the
Sumerians were victims of their own success; they gradually entered the
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historical record, established a fine civilization, and then slowly
submerged into the cultural patchwork of their surroundings.Among the
many cities of the ancient world, Rome and Athens may come to mind
first, but the city of Babylon in the land of Mesopotamia was already an
ancient, venerated city when the others were still inconsequential
settlements. Today, Babylon has become a byword for greed, excess, and
licentiousness, mostly due to its mention in the Bible, but a closer
examination reveals that Babylon was so much more, and even perhaps
the most important city in the ancient world. Ancient Babylon was home
to great dynasties that produced some of the world's most influential
leaders, most notably Hammurabi and Nebuchadnezzar, and these rulers
invoked their wills on the entire ancient Near East and have been
remembered as both progressive and cruel all at the same time. Babylon
was also the seat of culture in ancient Mesopotamia and the place where
scholars made amazing scientific advances that would not be eclipsed for
several centuries. An examination of ancient Babylon demonstrates that
it was truly the first great city in the ancient world.Compared to some of
their contemporaries – including the Egyptians, Assyrians, and
Babylonians – the Hittites were somewhat distant both culturally and
geographically. The Hittites were an Indo-European speaking in an ocean
of Afro-Asiatic and Semitic groups, their homeland was to the north of
Mesopotamia, and it contained no major river like the Nile, Tigris, or
Euphrates Rivers. The Hittite empire was also far less enduring than its
neighbors, as it only existed from about 1800-1200 BCE (van de Mieroop
2007, 156), which was considerably shorter than most of the other major
kingdoms of the Near East. With that said, the influence of the Hittites
on the politics, economy, and overall situation of the ancient Near East
cannot be understated; the Hittites were a force to be reckoned with
while they existed. Although the Biblical accounts of the Assyrians are
among the most interesting and are often corroborated with other
historical sources, the Assyrians were much more than just the enemies
of the Israelites and brutal thugs. A historical survey of ancient Assyrian
culture reveals that although they were the supreme warriors of their
time, they were also excellent merchants, diplomats, and highly literate
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people who recorded their history and religious rituals and ideology in
great detail. The Assyrians, like their other neighbors in Mesopotamia,
were literate and developed their own dialect of the Akkadian language
that they used to write tens of thousands of documents in the cuneiform
script. This book looks at all four of these highly influential empires.
Along with pictures depicting important people, places, and events, you
will learn about the greatest civilizations of Ancient Mesopotamia like
never before.
The Origins of Monsters - David Wengrow 2020-04-28
It has often been claimed that "monsters"--supernatural creatures with
bodies composed from multiple species--play a significant part in the
thought and imagery of all people from all times. The Origins of Monsters
advances an alternative view. Composite figurations are intriguingly rare
and isolated in the art of the prehistoric era. Instead it was with the rise
of cities, elites, and cosmopolitan trade networks that "monsters" became
widespread features of visual production in the ancient world. Showing
how these fantastic images originated and how they were transmitted,
David Wengrow identifies patterns in the records of human imagemaking and embarks on a search for connections between mind and
culture. Wengrow asks: Can cognitive science explain the potency of
such images? Does evolutionary psychology hold a key to understanding
the transmission of symbols? How is our making and perception of
images influenced by institutions and technologies? Wengrow considers
the work of art in the first age of mechanical reproduction, which he
locates in the Middle East, where urban life began. Comparing the
development and spread of fantastic imagery across a range of
prehistoric and ancient societies, including Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece,
and China, he explores how the visual imagination has been shaped by a
complex mixture of historical and universal factors. Examining the
reasons behind the dissemination of monstrous imagery in ancient states
and empires, The Origins of Monsters sheds light on the relationship
between culture and cognition.
Ancient Near Eastern History and Culture - William H. Stiebing Jr.
2016-07-01
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This introduction to the Ancient Near East includes coverage of Egypt
and a balance of political, social, and cultural coverage. Organized by the
periods, kingdoms, and empires generally used in Near Eastern political
history, the text interlaces social and cultural history with the political
narrative. This combination allows students to get a rounded
introduction to the subject of Ancient Near Eastern history. An emphasis
on problems and areas of uncertainty helps students understand how
evidence is used to create interpretations and allows them to realize that
several different interpretations of the same evidence are possible.This
introduction to the Ancient Near East includes coverage of Egypt and a
balance of political, social, and cultural coverage.
The Dawn of Everything - David Graeber 2021-11-09
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A dramatically new
understanding of human history, challenging our most fundamental
assumptions about social evolution—from the development of agriculture
and cities to the origins of the state, democracy, and inequality—and
revealing new possibilities for human emancipation. For generations, our
remote ancestors have been cast as primitive and childlike—either free
and equal innocents, or thuggish and warlike. Civilization, we are told,
could be achieved only by sacrificing those original freedoms or,
alternatively, by taming our baser instincts. David Graeber and David
Wengrow show how such theories first emerged in the eighteenth
century as a conservative reaction to powerful critiques of European
society posed by Indigenous observers and intellectuals. Revisiting this
encounter has startling implications for how we make sense of human
history today, including the origins of farming, property, cities,
democracy, slavery, and civilization itself. Drawing on pathbreaking
research in archaeology and anthropology, the authors show how history
becomes a far more interesting place once we learn to throw off our
conceptual shackles and perceive what’s really there. If humans did not
spend 95 percent of their evolutionary past in tiny bands of huntergatherers, what were they doing all that time? If agriculture, and cities,
did not mean a plunge into hierarchy and domination, then what kinds of
social and economic organization did they lead to? The answers are often
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unexpected, and suggest that the course of human history may be less
set in stone, and more full of playful, hopeful possibilities, than we tend
to assume. The Dawn of Everything fundamentally transforms our
understanding of the human past and offers a path toward imagining
new forms of freedom, new ways of organizing society. This is a
monumental book of formidable intellectual range, animated by curiosity,
moral vision, and a faith in the power of direct action. Includes Blackand-White Illustrations
The Early History of the Ancient Near East, 9000-2000 B.C. - Hans
J. Nissen 2011-03-04
Hans J. Nissen here provides a much-needed overview of 7000 years of
development in the ancient Near East from the beginning of settled life
to the formation of the first regional states. His approach to the study of
Mesopotamian civilization differs markedly from conventional
orientations, which impose a sharp division between prehistoric and
historic, literate, periods. Nissen argues that this approach is too rigid to
explain the actual development of that civilization. He deemphasizes the
invention of writing as a turning point, viewing it as simply one more
phase in the evolution of social complexity and as the result of specific
social, economic, and political factors. With a unique combination of
material culture analysis written data, Nissan traces the emergence of
the earliest isolated settlements, the growth of a network of towns, the
emergence of city states, and finally the appearance of territorial states.
From his synthesis of the prehistoric and literate periods comes a unified
picture of the development of Mesopotamian economy, society, and
culture. Lavishly illustrated, The Early History of the Ancient Near East,
9000-2000 B.C. is an authoritative work by one of the most insightful
observers of the evolution and character of Mesopotamian civilization.
The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction - Amanda H. Podany
2014
This book explores the lands of the ancient Near East from around 3200
BCE to 539 BCE. The earth-shaking changes that marked this era include
such fundamental inventions as the wheel and the plow and intellectual
feats such as the inventions of astronomy, law, and diplomacy.
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The Sumerians - Samuel Noah Kramer 2010-09-17
The Sumerians, the pragmatic and gifted people who preceded the
Semites in the land first known as Sumer and later as Babylonia, created
what was probably the first high civilization in the history of man,
spanning the fifth to the second millenniums B.C. This book is an
unparalleled compendium of what is known about them. Professor
Kramer communicates his enthusiasm for his subject as he outlines the
history of the Sumerian civilization and describes their cities, religion,
literature, education, scientific achievements, social structure, and
psychology. Finally, he considers the legacy of Sumer to the ancient and
modern world. "There are few scholars in the world qualified to write
such a book, and certainly Kramer is one of them. . . . One of the most
valuable features of this book is the quantity of texts and fragments
which are published for the first time in a form available to the general
reader. For the layman the book provides a readable and up-to-date
introduction to a most fascinating culture. For the specialist it presents a
synthesis with which he may not agree but from which he will
nonetheless derive stimulation."—American Journal of Archaeology "An
uncontested authority on the civilization of Sumer, Professor Kramer
writes with grace and urbanity."—Library Journal
The Face of the Ancient Orient - Sabatino Moscati 1936
The Ancient Orient - Wolfram von Soden 1994
This book represents the first comprehensive, interdisciplinary
presentation of ancient Near Eastern civilization. The author's study
includes treatments of the history of language and systems of writing,
the state and society, nutrition and agriculture, artisanry, economics,
law, science, religion and magic, art, music, and more.
Climate Change - Environment and Civilization in the Middle East - Arie
S. Issar 2013-04-17
This survey of ancient levels of lakes, rivers and sea, and changes in
stalagmites and sediments shows an astonishing correlation between
climate change and rise and fall of civilizations in the Middle East. Warm
periods were characterized by aridization, economic crisis and mass
what-makes-civilization-the-ancient-near-east-and-the-future-of-the-west

migration. Cold periods brought abundant rain, prosperity and
settlement. The authors conclude that climate change was the decisive
factor in the origins of the "cradle of civilization".
Ancient Mesopotamia - A. Leo Oppenheim 2013-01-31
"This splendid work of scholarship . . . sums up with economy and power
all that the written record so far deciphered has to tell about the ancient
and complementary civilizations of Babylon and Assyria."—Edward B.
Garside, New York Times Book Review Ancient Mesopotamia—the area
now called Iraq—has received less attention than ancient Egypt and
other long-extinct and more spectacular civilizations. But numerous
small clay tablets buried in the desert soil for thousands of years make it
possible for us to know more about the people of ancient Mesopotamia
than any other land in the early Near East. Professor Oppenheim, who
studied these tablets for more than thirty years, used his intimate
knowledge of long-dead languages to put together a distinctively
personal picture of the Mesopotamians of some three thousand years
ago. Following Oppenheim's death, Erica Reiner used the author's
outline to complete the revisions he had begun. "To any serious student
of Mesopotamian civilization, this is one of the most valuable books ever
written."—Leonard Cottrell, Book Week "Leo Oppenheim has made a
bold, brave, pioneering attempt to present a synthesis of the vast mass of
philological and archaeological data that have accumulated over the past
hundred years in the field of Assyriological research."—Samuel Noah
Kramer, Archaeology A. Leo Oppenheim, one of the most distinguished
Assyriologists of our time, was editor in charge of the Assyrian Dictionary
of the Oriental Institute and John A. Wilson Professor of Oriental Studies
at the University of Chicago.
The Ancient Near East - Ronald Wallenfels 2000
Provides an overview of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Iran/Persia, the Arabian
Peninsula, spanning over 4000 years from the Early Bronze Age to 325
B.C.E.
The Bible Unearthed - Israel Finkelstein 2002-03-06
In this groundbreaking work that sets apart fact and legend, authors
Finkelstein and Silberman use significant archeological discoveries to
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provide historical information about biblical Israel and its neighbors. In
this iconoclastic and provocative work, leading scholars Israel
Finkelstein and Neil Asher Silberman draw on recent archaeological
research to present a dramatically revised portrait of ancient Israel and
its neighbors. They argue that crucial evidence (or a telling lack of
evidence) at digs in Israel, Egypt, Jordan, and Lebanon suggests that
many of the most famous stories in the Bible—the wanderings of the
patriarchs, the Exodus from Egypt, Joshua’s conquest of Canaan, and
David and Solomon’s vast empire—reflect the world of the later authors
rather than actual historical facts. Challenging the fundamentalist
readings of the scriptures and marshaling the latest archaeological
evidence to support its new vision of ancient Israel, The Bible Unearthed
offers a fascinating and controversial perspective on when and why the
Bible was written and why it possesses such great spiritual and
emotional power today.
1177 B.C. - Eric H. Cline 2015-09-22
A bold reassessment of what caused the Late Bronze Age collapse In
1177 B.C., marauding groups known only as the "Sea Peoples" invaded
Egypt. The pharaoh's army and navy managed to defeat them, but the
victory so weakened Egypt that it soon slid into decline, as did most of
the surrounding civilizations. After centuries of brilliance, the civilized
world of the Bronze Age came to an abrupt and cataclysmic end.
Kingdoms fell like dominoes over the course of just a few decades. No
more Minoans or Mycenaeans. No more Trojans, Hittites, or Babylonians.
The thriving economy and cultures of the late second millennium B.C.,
which had stretched from Greece to Egypt and Mesopotamia, suddenly
ceased to exist, along with writing systems, technology, and monumental
architecture. But the Sea Peoples alone could not have caused such
widespread breakdown. How did it happen? In this major new account of
the causes of this "First Dark Ages," Eric Cline tells the gripping story of
how the end was brought about by multiple interconnected failures,
ranging from invasion and revolt to earthquakes, drought, and the
cutting of international trade routes. Bringing to life the vibrant
multicultural world of these great civilizations, he draws a sweeping
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panorama of the empires and globalized peoples of the Late Bronze Age
and shows that it was their very interdependence that hastened their
dramatic collapse and ushered in a dark age that lasted centuries. A
compelling combination of narrative and the latest scholarship, 1177
B.C. sheds new light on the complex ties that gave rise to, and ultimately
destroyed, the flourishing civilizations of the Late Bronze Age—and that
set the stage for the emergence of classical Greece.
The African Origin of Civilization - Cheikh Anta Diop 2012-09-01
Now in its 30th printing, this classic presents historical, archaeological,
and anthropological evidence to support the theory that ancient Egypt
was a black civilization.
Mesopotamia - Ariane Thomas 2020
Mesopotamia, in modern-day Iraq, was home to the remarkable ancient
civilizations of Sumer, Akkad, Babylonia, and Assyria. From the rise of
the first cities around 3500 BCE, through the mighty empires of Nineveh
and Babylon, to the demise of its native culture around 100 CE,
Mesopotamia produced some of the most powerful and captivating art of
antiquity and led the world in astronomy, mathematics, and other
sciences—a legacy that lives on today. Mesopotamia: Civilization Begins
presents a rich panorama of ancient Mesopotamia’s history, from its
earliest prehistoric cultures to its conquest by Alexander the Great in
331 BCE. This catalogue records the beauty and variety of the objects on
display, on loan from the Louvre’s unparalleled collection of ancient Near
Eastern antiquities: cylinder seals, monumental sculptures, cuneiform
tablets, jewelry, glazed bricks, paintings, figurines, and more. Essays by
international experts explore a range of topics, from the earliest French
excavations to Mesopotamia’s economy, religion, cities, cuneiform
writing, rulers, and history—as well as its enduring presence in the
contemporary imagination.
What Makes Civilization? - David Wengrow 2018-01-25
In 'What Makes Civilization?', archaeologist David Wengrow provides a
vivid account of the 'birth of civilization' in ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia (today's Iraq). These two regions, where many foundations
of modern life were laid, are usually treated in isolation. Now, they are
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brought together within a unified history.
The Emergence of Civilisation - Charles Keith Maisels 2003-12-16
The Emergence of Civilisation is a major contribution to our
understanding of the development of urban culture and social
stratification in the Near Eastern region. Charles Maisels argues that our
present assumptions about state formation, based on nineteenth century
speculations, are wrong. His investigation illuminates the changes in
scale, complexity and hierarchy which accompany the development of
civilisation. The book draws conclusions about the dynamics of social
change and the processes of social evolution in general, applying those
concepts to the rise of Greece and Rome, and to the collapse of the
classical Mediterranean world.
The Bible and the Ancient Near East - Cyrus Herzl Gordon 1997
"The stories collected in the Hebrew Bible provide for many an essential
and original vision of a moral and coherent universe. It is thus surprising
to learn that these stories were not simply the product of a single
culture, of Hebrew poets, prophets, and priests; they had strange and
diverse origins in the various civilizations of the ancient Near East.
Recent archaeological and linguistic research shows that these
civilizations - among them Egyptian, Persian, Greek, and Hebrew shared many common legends and even characters." "Furthermore, each
season of archaeological work brings new discoveries that allow us to fill
in gaps in our knowledge, of both Israel in particular and the ancient
Near East in general. Among the most notable of the recent discoveries
have been the first extrabiblical references to the house of David, found
in an inscription on a stela at Dan. This and other exciting discoveries
animate this thorough revision of Cyrus Gordon's classic text, The
Ancient Near East. Professors Gordon and Rendsburg bring their
combined expertise on the Bible and the ancient Near East to produce a
comprehensive and cohesive account of Israelite history, literature, and
theology against a backdrop of ancient civilization." "In preparing this
volume the authors have sought to understand the Bible on its own terms
by situating it in the world of the ancient Near East. By concentrating on
what the language and literature of the Bible meant to contemporary
what-makes-civilization-the-ancient-near-east-and-the-future-of-the-west

hearers, Gordon and Rendsburg reveal undetected subtleties in the
familiar narratives of the Bible."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field
provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
The Ancient Near East - William W. Hallo 1998
This textbook is a reliable resource with an outstanding reputation for
research and scholarship. The authors are well known and the new
edition features a substantial updating of the material. Ideal for
undergraduate studies in ancient history and history of the near east, the
book is also appropriate as a supplement for instructors teaching
corresponding sections or chapters in World History or Western
Civilization.
Brotherhood of Kings - Amanda H. Podany 2010-07-13
Amanda Podany here takes readers on a vivid tour through a thousand
years of ancient Near Eastern history, from 2300 to 1300 BCE, paying
particular attention to the lively interactions that took place between the
great kings of the day. Allowing them to speak in their own words,
Podany reveals how these leaders and their ambassadors devised a
remarkably sophisticated system of diplomacy and trade. What the kings
forged, as they saw it, was a relationship of friends-brothers-across
hundreds of miles. Over centuries they worked out ways for their
ambassadors to travel safely to one another's capitals, they created
formal rules of interaction and ways to work out disagreements, they
agreed to treaties and abided by them, and their efforts had paid off with
the exchange of luxury goods that each country wanted from the other.
Tied to one another through peace treaties and powerful obligations,
they were also often bound together as in-laws, as a result of marrying
one another's daughters. These rulers had almost never met one another
in person, but they felt a strong connection--a real brotherhood--which
gradually made wars between them less common. Indeed, any one of the
great powers of the time could have tried to take over the others through
warfare, but diplomacy usually prevailed and provided a respite from
bloodshed. Instead of fighting, the kings learned from one another, and
cooperated in peace. A remarkable account of a pivotal moment in world
history--the establishment of international diplomacy thousands of years
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before the United Nations--Brotherhood of Kings offers a vibrantly
written history of the region often known as the "cradle of civilization."
Cultural Atlas of Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East - Michael
Roaf 1990
Surveys the history and development of Mesopotamian and Near Eastern
civilization, describing the cultural, technological, political, and
economic achievements of the different peoples living there
Warfare in the Ancient Near East to 1600 BC - William J. Hamblin
2006-09-27
The only book available that covers this subject, Warfare in the Ancient
Near East is a groundbreaking and fascinating study of ancient near
Eastern military history from the Neolithic era to the middle Bronze
Ages. Drawing on an extensive range of textual, artistic and
archaeological data, William J. Hamblin synthesizes current knowledge
and offers a detailed analysis of the military technology, ideology and
practices of Near Eastern warfare. Paying particular attention to the
earliest known examples of holy war ideaology in Mesopotamia and
Egypt, Hamblin focuses on: * recruitment and training of the infantry *
the logistics and weaponry of warfare * the shift from stone to metal
weapons * the role played by magic * narratives of combat and artistic
representations of battle * the origins and development of the chariot as
military transportation * fortifications and siegecraft *developments in
naval warfare. Beautifully illustrated, including maps of the region, this
book is essential for experts and non-specialists alike.
Leaving No Stones Unturned - Donald P. Hansen 2002
A fitting tribute to the life and achievements of Donald P. Hansen, this
collection includes contributions by Z. Bahrani, R. A. Fazzini, R. E. Freed,
P. O. Harper, J. and D. Oates, D. O'Connor, E. L. Ochsenschlager, E.
Holmes-Peck, W. H. Peck, H. Pittman, M. Van de Mieroop, M. S. Venit, K.
Wilson, I. J. Winter, and many others.
First Civilizations - Robert Chadwick 2005
First Civilizations is the second edition of a popular student text first
published in 1996 in Montreal by Les Editions Champ Fleury. This much
updated and expanded edition provides an introductory overview of the
what-makes-civilization-the-ancient-near-east-and-the-future-of-the-west

civilizations of ancient Mesopotamia and ancient Egypt. It was conceived
primarily for students who have little or no knowledge of ancient history
or archaeology. The book begins with the role of history and archaeology
in understanding the past, and continues with the origins of agriculture
and the formation of the Sumerian city-states in Mesopotamia. Three
subsequent chapters concentrate on Assyrian and Babylonian history and
culture. The second half of the book focuses on Egypt, begining with the
physical environment of the Nile, the formation of the Egyptian state and
the Old Kingdom. Subsequent chapters discuss the Middle Kingdom, the
Hyksos period, and the 18th Dynasty, with space devoted to Hatshepsut,
Akhenaten, the Ramesside period. The text ends with the Persian
conquest of Mesopotamia and Egypt. First Civilizations also contains
sections on astronomy, medicine, architecture, eschatology, religion,
burial practices and mummification, and discusses the myths of
Gilgamesh, Isis and Osiris. Each chapter has a basic bibliography which
emphasizes English language encyclopedias, books and journals
specializing in the ancient Near East.
The Breakout - Martha Lamberg-Karlovsky 2000-05-25
In the mid-1980s, Kwang-chih Chang proposed that China's first
civilization did not evolve according to the conventional Mesopotamian
model and argued instead for a new paradigm for understanding the
origins of civilization. In this collection, Maya and Near Eastern studies
specialists engage in a stimulating debate of Chang's thesis.
Time and History in the Ancient Near East - Lluis Feliu 2013-06-28
In July, 2010, the International Association for Assyriology met in
Barcelona, Spain, for 5 days to deliver and listen to papers on the theme
“Time and History in the Ancient Near East.” This volume, the
proceedings of the conference, contains 70 of the papers read at the 56th
annual Rencontre, including the papers from several workshop sessions
on “architecture and archaeology,” “early Akkadian and its Semitic
context,” “ Hurrian language,” “law in the ancient Near East,” “Middle
Assyrian texts and studies,” and a variety of additional papers not
directly related to the conference theme. The photo on the back cover
shows only a representative portion of the attendees, who were warmly
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hosted by faculty and students from the University of Barcelona.
Civilizations of the Ancient Near East - 1995
Epics of Early Civilization - Michael Kerrigan 1999
For centuries, the epics, legends and myths of Mesopotamia's ancient
civilization lay buried under the desert sands, along with great cities like

what-makes-civilization-the-ancient-near-east-and-the-future-of-the-west

Babylon, Nineveh, Ur, and Ashur, waiting for the day when
archaeologists would reveal them to the modern world. These myths
represent some of the earliest literature ever found. Peopled with
characters like the goddess Ishtar and the warrior-king Gilgamesh, they
are filled with universal themes that resonate even today.
Ancient Mesopotamia - Amanda H. Podany 2018-03-23
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