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The Future of the Euro - Matthias Matthijs 2015
'The Future of the Euro' is an attempt by political economists to analyse
the fundamental causes of the euro crisis, determine how it can be fixed,
and consider what likely futures lie ahead for the currency. The book
makes three interrelated arguments that emphasize the primacy of
political over economic factors. It concludes that any successful longterm solution to the euro's predicament must start with the political
foundations of markets.
The Battle of Bretton Woods - Benn Steil 2013-02-24
Reveals how the blueprint for the post-World War II economic order was
actually drawn.
Resilient Liberalism in Europe's Political Economy - Vivien A. Schmidt
2013-08-29
This book explains why neoliberal economic ideas have not just survived,
but thrived since the 1980s - taking Europe from boom to bust.
When Things Don't Fall Apart - Ilene Grabel 2017
An account of the significant though gradual, uneven, disconnected, ad
hoc, and pragmatic innovations in global financial governance and
developmental finance induced by the global financial crisis. In When
Things Don't Fall Apart, Ilene Grabel challenges the dominant view that
the global financial crisis had little effect on global financial governance
and developmental finance. Most observers discount all but grand,
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systemic ruptures in institutions and policy. Grabel argues instead that
the global crisis induced inconsistent and ad hoc discontinuities in global
financial governance and developmental finance that are now having
profound effects on emerging market and developing economies.
Grabel's chief normative claim is that the resulting incoherence in global
financial governance is productive rather than debilitating. In the age of
productive incoherence, a more complex, dense, fragmented, and
pluripolar form of global financial governance is expanding possibilities
for policy and institutional experimentation, policy space for economic
and human development, financial stability and resilience, and financial
inclusion. Grabel draws on key theoretical commitments of Albert
Hirschman to cement the case for the productivity of incoherence.
Inspired by Hirschman, Grabel demonstrates that meaningful change
often emerges from disconnected, erratic, experimental, and inconsistent
adjustments in institutions and policies as actors pragmatically manage
in an evolving world. Grabel substantiates her claims with empirically
rich case studies that explore the effects of recent crises on networks of
financial governance (such as the G-20); transformations within the IMF;
institutional innovations in liquidity support and project finance from the
national to the transregional levels; and the “rebranding” of capital
controls. Grabel concludes with a careful examination of the
opportunities and risks associated with the evolutionary transformations
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underway.
Money - Eric Lonergan 2017-07-05
Eric Lonergan explores our complex relationship with money. In a
provocative and insightful analysis, he argues that few things seem to
matter more to us, but few things are as poorly understood. Economists
have long worked with the theory that our relationship to money is
rational, but not all our reactions to it make sense. Lonergan shows that
many of our views about money, credit and saving are little better than
prejudices. The same social and emotional forces that affect quant
traders in the world?s financial markets can be seen in the mania of
Pok?n card trading in the school playground.This fascinating book
reveals the tension between money?s capacity to assist us in our lives
and its propensity to cause instability and to distort our values. We are
limited in our ability to control money?s power, says Lonergan, but only
by understanding money better, and thinking about it less, may we get
on with enjoying what we have.
Austrian Reconstruction and the Collapse of Global Finance, 1921–1931 Nathan Marcus 2018-02-05
Although some statesmen and historians have pinned Austria’s—and the
world’s—interwar economic implosion on financial colonialism, in this
corrective history Nathan Marcus deemphasizes the negative role of
external players and points to the greater impact of domestic
malfeasance and predatory speculation on Austrian political and financial
decline.
This Time Is Different - Carmen M. Reinhart 2011-08-07
Examines financial crises of the past and discusses similarities between
these events and the current crisis, presenting and comparing historical
patterns in bank failures, inflation, debt, currency, housing, employment,
and government spending.
Hunger pains - Garthwaite, Kayleigh 2016-06-14
WINNER OF THE BRITISH ACADEMY PETER TOWNSEND PRIZE 2017
Welcome to Foodbank Britain, where emergency food provision is an
increasingly visible and controversial feature of ongoing austerity. We
know the statistics, but what does it feel like to be forced to turn to
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foodbanks for help? What does it take to get emergency food, and what's
in the food parcel? Kayleigh Garthwaite conducted hundreds of hours of
interviews while working in a Trussell Trust foodbank. She spoke to
people like Anna and her 11 year old daughter Daisy who were eating out
of date food since Anna left her job due to mental health problems. Glen
explained the shame he felt using the foodbank having taken on a zero
hours contract. Pregnant Jessica walked two miles to the foodbank
because she couldn't afford public transport. This provocative book
provides a much needed voice for foodbank users and volunteers in the
UK, and a powerful insight into the realities of foodbank use from the
inside.
Seven Bad Ideas - Jeff Madrick 2015-08-18
From the former economics columnist for Harper’s and The New York
Times, a bold indictment of some of our most accepted mainstream
economic theories—why they’re wrong, and how they’ve been harming
America and the world. Ideas have the power to change history. But what
happens when they are bad? In a tour de force of economics, history, and
analysis, Jeff Madrick shows how theories on austerity, inflation, and
efficient markets have become unassailable mantras over recent years,
to the detriment of the country as a whole. Working backwards from the
Great Recession, Madrick pulls no punches as he reconsiders seven of
the greatest false idols of modern economic theory, from Say’s Law to
Milton Friedman, illustrating how these ideas have been damaging
markets, infrastructure, and individual livelihoods for years. Trenchant,
sweeping, and empirical, Seven Bad Ideas resoundingly disrupts the
status quo of modern economic theory.
The Political Ecology of Austerity - Rita Calvário 2021-11-11
The Political Ecology of Austerity explores the environmental dimension
of austerity that has thus far escaped academic, policy, and media
attention. Offering a better comprehension of the full socioenvironmental impact of austerity measures, the book highlights the
importance of considering environmental issues when designing
responses to economic crisis in the future. Mobilising detailed case
studies from across the world, the volume documents the ways in which
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austerity impacts global and local ecologies, shapes environmental
conflicts and gives rise to new forms and practices of social moblisation
and resistance. Bringing together theoretical debates and rigorous case
studies, the book proposes ‘the political ecology of austerity’ as an
appropriate method of analysis that can inform our understanding of the
shift in environmental protection policies and the intensification of
growth practices (green or otherwise) that followed the 2008 global
economic crisis. The Political Ecology of Austerity discloses austerity to
be a globalised set of tools not only for budgetary discipline, but also for
socio-environmental discipline that justifies the continuation of capital
accumulation at the expense of further global environmental
degradation. This book will be of great interest to students and scholars
of social and political sciences, environmental studies, urban studies, and
political ecology.
Rich People Things - Chris Lehmann 2011
Keeping up with the American elite can be tiring. This is the layman's
guide to how the wealthy maintain control.
The Joy of Tax - Richard Murphy 2016-06-15
'A brief but crucially important book' Marcus Chown In The Joy of Tax,
tax campaigner Richard Murphy challenges almost every idea you have
about tax. For him, tax is fundamentally about the ideas that shape the
sort of society we want to live in, not technicalities. His intention is to
demonstrate that there is indeed a joy in tax, and by embracing it we can
create a fairer society and change the world for the better. Tax has been
a feature of human society for a very long time. Almost no one gives tax a
good press even though, as Richard Murphy argues, it has been
fundamental to the development of democracy the world over. Whilst we
may not like tax very much, in contrast it is clear that we really do like
the public services which governments provide. So much so, in fact, that
for most of the last 300 years, people have been more than happy for
governments to run deficits by spending more than they raise in taxation.
2008 apparently changed all that. The issues of debt, deficits, cuts and
austerity have dominated the political agenda ever since. Virtually every
aspect of the government's finances and how to rearrange them in the
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forlorn hope of balancing the books has been discussed in great detail.
Despite that, there has been almost no real discussion during this period
about what tax is for and how it contributes to the creation of the society
we aspire to.
Boombustology - Vikram Mansharamani 2011-02-08
A multi-disciplinary framework through which to spot financial bubbles
before they burst. Based on a popular undergraduate seminar, entitled
Financial Booms & Busts, taught by the author at Yale University,
Boombustology presents a multi-disciplinary framework for identifying
unsustainable booms and forthcoming busts. The magnitude of our
recent financial crisis mandates a firm understanding of this
phenomenon before the next crisis occurs. Boombustology provides an
in-depth look at several major booms and busts and offers a solid
framework for thinking about future occurrences. Examines why booms
and busts are not random and can therefore be identified Focuses upon
various theoretical and disciplinary lenses useful in the study of booms
and busts Contains a framework for thinking about and identifying
forthcoming financial bubbles including several tell-tale indicators of a
forthcoming bust. Illustrates the framework in action by evaluating China
as a potential bubble in the making. If you want to make better decisions
in today’s turbulent investment environment, understanding the
dynamics of booms and busts is the best place the start. Boombustology
can help you achieve this elusive goal. Vikram Mansharamani is a
Lecturer at Yale University and a global equity investor.
Zombie Economics - John Quiggin 2012-05-21
In the graveyard of economic ideology, dead ideas still stalk the land.
The recent financial crisis laid bare many of the assumptions behind
market liberalism--the theory that market-based solutions are always
best, regardless of the problem. For decades, their advocates dominated
mainstream economics, and their influence created a system where an
unthinking faith in markets led many to view speculative investments as
fundamentally safe. The crisis seemed to have killed off these ideas, but
they still live on in the minds of many--members of the public,
commentators, politicians, economists, and even those charged with
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cleaning up the mess. In Zombie Economics, John Quiggin explains how
these dead ideas still walk among us--and why we must find a way to kill
them once and for all if we are to avoid an even bigger financial crisis in
the future. Zombie Economics takes the reader through the origins,
consequences, and implosion of a system of ideas whose time has come
and gone. These beliefs--that deregulation had conquered the financial
cycle, that markets were always the best judge of value, that policies
designed to benefit the rich made everyone better off--brought us to the
brink of disaster once before, and their persistent hold on many
threatens to do so again. Because these ideas will never die unless there
is an alternative, Zombie Economics also looks ahead at what could
replace market liberalism, arguing that a simple return to traditional
Keynesian economics and the politics of the welfare state will not be
enough--either to kill dead ideas, or prevent future crises. In a new
chapter, Quiggin brings the book up to date with a discussion of the reemergence of pre-Keynesian ideas about austerity and balanced budgets
as a response to recession.
Austerity - Mark Blyth 2013-03-27
Selected as a Financial Times Best Book of 2013 Governments today in
both Europe and the United States have succeeded in casting
government spending as reckless wastefulness that has made the
economy worse. In contrast, they have advanced a policy of draconian
budget cuts--austerity--to solve the financial crisis. We are told that we
have all lived beyond our means and now need to tighten our belts. This
view conveniently forgets where all that debt came from. Not from an
orgy of government spending, but as the direct result of bailing out,
recapitalizing, and adding liquidity to the broken banking system.
Through these actions private debt was rechristened as government debt
while those responsible for generating it walked away scot free, placing
the blame on the state, and the burden on the taxpayer. That burden now
takes the form of a global turn to austerity, the policy of reducing
domestic wages and prices to restore competitiveness and balance the
budget. The problem, according to political economist Mark Blyth, is that
austerity is a very dangerous idea. First of all, it doesn't work. As the
austerity-the-history-of-a-dangerous-idea-mark-blyth

past four years and countless historical examples from the last 100 years
show, while it makes sense for any one state to try and cut its way to
growth, it simply cannot work when all states try it simultaneously: all
we do is shrink the economy. In the worst case, austerity policies
worsened the Great Depression and created the conditions for seizures of
power by the forces responsible for the Second World War: the Nazis and
the Japanese military establishment. As Blyth amply demonstrates, the
arguments for austerity are tenuous and the evidence thin. Rather than
expanding growth and opportunity, the repeated revival of this dead
economic idea has almost always led to low growth along with increases
in wealth and income inequality. Austerity demolishes the conventional
wisdom, marshaling an army of facts to demand that we austerity for
what it is, and what it costs us.
European Integration - Mark Gilbert 2020-08-19
Now in a fully revised and updated edition, this book remains the
standard for concise histories of the European Union. Mark Gilbert offers
a clear and balanced narrative of European integration since its
inception to the present, set in the wider history of the post-war period.
Gilbert concludes by considering the Union’s future in light of the mood
of crisis that has taken hold in the EU in the aftermath of the global
recession, the refugee crisis, and Brexit. Listen to a New Books Network
interview with the author at
https://newbooksnetwork.com/hosts/profile/4c7e90cb-b33e-4121-99fb-98
13f2889437.
Fear City - Kim Phillips-Fein 2017-04-18
PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST An epic, riveting history of New York City on
the edge of disaster—and an anatomy of the austerity politics that
continue to shape the world today When the news broke in 1975 that
New York City was on the brink of fiscal collapse, few believed it was
possible. How could the country’s largest metropolis fail? How could the
capital of the financial world go bankrupt? Yet the city was indeed
billions of dollars in the red, with no way to pay back its debts. Bankers
and politicians alike seized upon the situation as evidence that social
liberalism, which New York famously exemplified, was unworkable. The
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city had to slash services, freeze wages, and fire thousands of workers,
they insisted, or financial apocalypse would ensue. In this vivid account,
historian Kim Phillips-Fein tells the remarkable story of the crisis that
engulfed the city. With unions and ordinary citizens refusing to accept
retrenchment, the budget crunch became a struggle over the soul of New
York, pitting fundamentally opposing visions of the city against each
other. Drawing on never-before-used archival sources and interviews
with key players in the crisis, Fear City shows how the brush with
bankruptcy permanently transformed New York—and reshaped ideas
about government across America. At once a sweeping history of some of
the most tumultuous times in New York's past, a gripping narrative of
last-minute machinations and backroom deals, and an origin story of the
politics of austerity, Fear City is essential reading for anyone seeking to
understand the resurgent fiscal conservatism of today.
Austerity Bites - Mary O'Hara 2015-04-16
Since taking power in 2010, the Coalition Government in the United
Kingdom has pushed through a drastic program of cuts to public
spending, all in the name of austerity. The effects on large segments of
the population, dependent on programs whose funding was slashed, have
been devastating and will continue to be felt for generations. This timely
book by journalist Mary O'Hara chronicles the real-world effects of
austerity, removing it from the bland, technocratic language of politics
and showing just what austerity means to ordinary lives. Drawing on
hundreds of hours of first-person interviews with a wide range of people
and, in the paperback edition, featuring an updated afterword by the
author, the book explores the grim reality of living amid the biggest
reduction of the welfare state in the postwar era and offers a compelling
corrective to narratives of shared sacrifice.
The Rise of the Agricultural Welfare State - Adam D. Sheingate
2021-05-11
A long-dominant reading of American politics holds that public policy in
the United States is easily captured by special interest groups.
Countering this view, Adam Sheingate traces the development of
government intervention in agriculture from its nineteenth-century
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origins to contemporary struggles over farm subsidies. His considered
conclusion is that American institutions have not given agricultural
interest groups any particular advantages in the policy process, in part
because opposing lobbies also enjoy access to policymakers. In fact, the
high degree of conflict and pluralism maintained by American
institutions made possible substantial retrenchment of the agricultural
welfare state during the 1980s and 1990s. In Japan and France--two
countries with markedly different institutional characters than the
United States--powerful agricultural interests and a historically close
relationship between farmers, bureaucrats, and politicians continue to
preclude a roll-back of farm subsidies. This well-crafted study not only
puts a new spin on agricultural policy, but also makes a strong case for
the broader claim that the relatively decentralized American political
system is actually less prone to capture and rule by subgovernments than
the more centralized political systems found in France and Japan.
Sheingate's historical, comparative approach also demonstrates, in a
widely useful way, how past institutional developments shape current
policies and options.
Austerity - Mark Blyth 2013-05-23
In Austerity: The History of a Dangerous Idea, Mark Blyth, a renowned
scholar of political economy, provides a powerful and trenchant account
of the shift toward austerity policies by governments throughout the
world since 2009. The issue is at the crux about how to emerge from the
Great Recession, and will drive the debate for the foreseeable future.
Austerity - Mark Blyth 2015
Selected as a Financial Times Best Book of 2013 Governments today in
both Europe and the United States have succeeded in casting
government spending as reckless wastefulness that has made the
economy worse. In contrast, they have advanced a policy of draconian
budget cuts--austerity--to solve the financial crisis. We are told that we
have all lived beyond our means and now need to tighten our belts. This
view conveniently forgets where all that debt came from. Not from an
orgy of government spending, but as the direct result of bailing out,
recapitalizing, and adding liquidity to the broken banking system.
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Through these actions private debt was rechristened as government debt
while those responsible for generating it walked away scot free, placing
the blame on the state, and the burden on the taxpayer. That burden now
takes the form of a global turn to austerity, the policy of reducing
domestic wages and prices to restore competitiveness and balance the
budget. The problem, according to political economist Mark Blyth, is that
austerity is a very dangerous idea. First of all, it doesn't work. As the
past four years and countless historical examples from the last 100 years
show, while it makes sense for any one state to try and cut its way to
growth, it simply cannot work when all states try it simultaneously: all
we do is shrink the economy. In the worst case, austerity policies
worsened the Great Depression and created the conditions for seizures of
power by the forces responsible for the Second World War: the Nazis and
the Japanese military establishment. As Blyth amply demonstrates, the
arguments for austerity are tenuous and the evidence thin. Rather than
expanding growth and opportunity, the repeated revival of this dead
economic idea has almost always led to low growth along with increases
in wealth and income inequality. Austerity demolishes the conventional
wisdom, marshaling an army of facts to demand that we austerity for
what it is, and what it costs us.
Constructing the International Economy - Rawi Abdelal 2015-10-27
Focusing empirically on how political and economic forces are always
mediated and interpreted by agents, both in individual countries and in
the international sphere, Constructing the International Economy sets
out what such constructions and what various forms of constructivism
mean, both as ways of understanding the world and as sets of varying
methods for achieving that understanding. It rejects the assumption that
material interests either linearly or simply determine economic outcomes
and demands that analysts consider, as a plausible hypothesis, that
economies might vary substantially for nonmaterial reasons that affect
both institutions and agents' interests. Constructing the International
Economy portrays the diversity of models and approaches that exist
among constructivists writing on the international political economy. The
authors outline and relate several different arguments for why scholars
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might attend to social construction, inviting the widest possible array of
scholars to engage with such approaches. They examine points of
terminological or theoretical confusion that create unnecessary barriers
to engagement between constructivists and nonconstructivist work and
among different types of constructivism. This book provides a tool kit
that both constructivists and their critics can use to debate how much
and when social construction matters in this deeply important realm.
Contributors: Rawi Abdelal, Harvard Business School; Jacqueline Best,
University of Ottawa; Mark Blyth, Brown University; Mlada Bukovansky,
Smith College; Jeffrey M. Chwieroth, London School of Economics;
Francesco Duina, Bates College; Charlotte Epstein, University of Sydney;
Yoshiko M. Herrera, University of Wisconsin–Madison; Paul Langley,
Northumbria University; Craig Parsons, University of Oregon; Catherine
Weaver, University of Texas at Austin; Wesley W. Widmaier, Saint
Joseph's University; Cornelia Woll, CERI-Sciences Po Paris
Metric Power - David Beer 2016-07-30
This book examines the powerful and intensifying role that metrics play
in ordering and shaping our everyday lives. Focusing upon the
interconnections between measurement, circulation and possibility, the
author explores the interwoven relations between power and metrics. He
draws upon a wide-range of interdisciplinary resources to place these
metrics within their broader historical, political and social contexts.
More specifically, he illuminates the various ways that metrics implicate
our lives – from our work, to our consumption and our leisure, through to
our bodily routines and the financial and organisational structures that
surround us. Unravelling the power dynamics that underpin and reside
within the so-called big data revolution, he develops the central concept
of Metric Power along with a set of conceptual resources for thinking
critically about the powerful role played by metrics in the social world
today.
Just Work for All - Joshua Preiss 2020-12-24
This is a book about the American Dream: how to understand this central
principle of American public philosophy, the ways in which it is
threatened by a number of winner-take-all economic trends, and how to
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make it a reality for workers and their families in the 21st century.
Integrating political philosophy and the history of political thought with
recent work in economics, political science, and sociology, this book calls
for renewed political and policy commitment to “just work.” Such a
commitment is essential to combat the negative moral externalities of an
economy where the fruits of growth are increasingly claimed by a
relatively small portion of the population: slower growth, rising
inequality, declining absolute mobility, dying communities, the erosion of
social solidarity, lack of faith in political leaders and institutions,
exploding debt, ethnic and nationalist backlash, widespread
hopelessness, and the rapid rise in what economists Angus Deaton and
Anne Case call deaths of despair. Covid-19 threatens to pour gasoline on
these winner-take-all fires, further concentrating economic and political
power in the hands of those best suited to withstand (and even profit
from) the pandemic-driven economic crisis. In this book, the author
provides a model for understanding the American Dream and making it a
reality in a post-Covid-19 economy. A tour de force, this book is essential
reading for scholars and researchers of political philosophy, political
economy, political theory, and economics, as well as for the layperson
trying to make sense of the post-pandemic world.
Europe's Orphan - Martin Sandbu 2017-03-14
A timely account of the Euro crisis that challenges our assumptions
about debt and economic recovery Originally conceived as part of a
unifying vision for Europe, the euro is now viewed as a millstone around
the neck of a continent crippled by vast debts, sluggish economies, and
growing populist dissent. In Europe's Orphan, leading economic
commentator Martin Sandbu presents a compelling defense of the euro.
He argues that rather than blaming the euro for the political and
economic failures in Europe since the global financial crisis, the
responsibility lies firmly on the authorities of the eurozone and its
member countries. The eurozone's self-inflicted financial calamities and
economic decline resulted from a toxic cocktail of unforced policy errors
by bankers, politicians, and bureaucrats; the unhealthy coziness between
finance and governments; and, above all, an extreme unwillingness to
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restructure debt. Sandbu traces the origins of monetary union back to
the desire for greater European unity after the Second World War. But
the euro’s creation coincided with a credit bubble that governments
chose not to rein in. Once the crisis hit, a battle of both ideas and
interests led to the failure to aggressively restructure sovereign and
bank debt. Ideologically informed choices set in motion dynamics that
encouraged more economic mistakes and heightened political tensions
within the eurozone. Sandbu concludes that the prevailing view that
monetary union can only work with fiscal and political union is wrong
and dangerous—and risks sending the continent into further political
paralysis and economic stagnation. Contending that the euro has been
wrongfully scapegoated for the eurozone’s troubles, Europe’s Orphan
charts what actually must be done for the continent to achieve an
economic and political recovery. This revised edition contains a new
preface addressing the economic and political implications of Brexit, as
well as updated text throughout. Europe’s Orphan charts what actually
must be done for the continent to achieve a full recovery.
The Money Illusion - Scott Sumner 2021-09-03
"The Money Illusion is George Mason University economist Scott
Sumner's end-to-end case for an evolved, less discretionary approach to
monetary policy, which he and his cohort have termed "market
monetarism." The nominal use of "market" here is telling: Sumner argues
that public confidence in central banking institutions like the Fed is
central, and as critical as forecasting, to ensuring the health and stability
of the economy. To achieve it, he makes a case that monetary policy
should be indexed against a pre-set growth trajectory (in the form of a
steadily increasing nominal GDP), not regulated ad-hoc through
interpretations of short-term market changes. As Sumner tells it, the Fed
is simultaneously responsible for the Great Recession and our best
safeguard against having it happen again. Part of that is a responsibility
to chart a course, and to do so with transparency"-Rentier Capitalism - Brett Chistophers 2020-11-24
How did Britain’s economy become a bastion of inequality? In this
landmark book, the author of The New Enclosure provides a forensic
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examination and sweeping critique of early-twenty-first-century
capitalism. Brett Christophers styles this as ‘rentier capitalism’, in which
ownership of key types of scarce assets—such as land, intellectual
property, natural resources, or digital platforms—is all-important and
dominated by a few unfathomably wealthy companies and individuals:
rentiers. If a small elite owns today’s economy, everybody else foots the
bill. Nowhere is this divergence starker, Christophers shows, than in the
United Kingdom, where the prototypical ills of rentier capitalism—vast
inequalities combined with entrenched economic stagnation—are on full
display and have led the country inexorably to the precipice of Brexit.
With profound lessons for other countries subject to rentier dominance,
Christophers’ examination of the UK case is indispensable to those
wanting not just to understand this insidious economic phenomenon but
to overcome it. Frequently invoked but never previously analysed and
illuminated in all its depth and variety, rentier capitalism is here laid
bare for the first time.
The Shame Game - O'Hara, Mary 2020-02-27
What does it mean to be poor in Britain and America? For decades the
primary narrative about poverty in both countries is that it has been
caused by personal flaws or ‘bad life decisions’ rather than policy choices
or economic inequality. This misleading account has become deeply
embedded in the public consciousness with serious ramifications for how
financially vulnerable people are seen, spoken about and treated.
Drawing on a two-year multi-platform initiative, this book by awardwinning journalist and author Mary O’Hara, asks how we can overturn
this portrayal once and for all. Crucially, she turns to the real experts to
try to find answers – the people who live it.
A Little History of Economics - Niall Kishtainy 2017-03-07
A lively, inviting account of the history of economics, told through events
from ancient to modern times and the ideas of great thinkers in the field
What causes poverty? Are economic crises inevitable under capitalism?
Is government intervention in an economy a helpful approach or a
disastrous idea? The answers to such basic economic questions matter to
everyone, yet the unfamiliar jargon and math of economics can seem
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daunting. This clear, accessible, and even humorous book is ideal for
young readers new to economics and for all readers who seek a better
understanding of the full sweep of economic history and ideas. Economic
historian Niall Kishtainy organizes short, chronological chapters that
center on big ideas and events. He recounts the contributions of key
thinkers including Adam Smith, David Ricardo, Karl Marx, John Maynard
Keynes, and others, while examining topics ranging from the invention of
money and the rise of agrarianism to the Great Depression,
entrepreneurship, environmental destruction, inequality, and behavioral
economics. The result is a uniquely enjoyable volume that succeeds in
illuminating the economic ideas and forces that shape our world.
Angrynomics - Eric Lonergan 2020-05-31
The disconnect between our experience of the world and the economic
model used to explain it has given rise to angrynomics. In a powerful and
passionately argued analysis, Eric Lonergan and Mark Blyth offer a set of
radical and innovative policies that might just help the world to be a less
angry place.
Debtors' Prison - Robert Kuttner 2013-04-30
One of our foremost economic thinkers challenges a cherished tenet of
today’s financial orthodoxy: that spending less, refusing to forgive debt,
and shrinking government—“austerity”—is the solution to a persisting
economic crisis like ours or Europe’s, now in its fifth year. Since the
collapse of September 2008, the conversation about economic recovery
has centered on the question of debt: whether we have too much of it,
whose debt to forgive, and how to cut the deficit. These questions
dominated the sound bites of the 2012 U.S. presidential election, the
fiscal-cliff debates, and the perverse policies of the European Union.
Robert Kuttner makes the most powerful argument to date that these are
the wrong questions and that austerity is the wrong answer. Blending
economics with historical contrasts of effective debt relief and punitive
debt enforcement, he makes clear that universal belt-tightening, as a
prescription for recession, defies economic logic. And while the public
debt gets most of the attention, it is private debts that crashed the
economy and are sandbagging the recovery—mortgages, student loans,
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consumer borrowing to make up for lagging wages, speculative shortfalls
incurred by banks. As Kuttner observes, corporations get to use
bankruptcy to walk away from debts. Homeowners and small nations
don’t. Thus, we need more public borrowing and investment to revive a
depressed economy, and more forgiveness and reform of the overhang of
past debts. In making his case, Kuttner uncovers the double standards in
the politics of debt, from Robinson Crusoe author Daniel Defoe’s
campaign for debt forgiveness in the seventeenth century to the two
world wars and Bretton Woods. Just as debtors’ prisons once prevented
individuals from surmounting their debts and resuming productive life,
austerity measures shackle, rather than restore, economic growth—as
the weight of past debt crushes the economy’s future potential. Above
all, Kuttner shows how austerity serves only the interest of
creditors—the very bankers and financial elites whose actions
precipitated the collapse. Lucid, authoritative, provocative—a book that
will shape the economic conversation and the search for new solutions.
Development, Democracy, and Welfare States - Professor in the Graduate
School of International Relations and Pacific Studies Stephan Haggard
2008-09-14
Comparing the welfare states of Latin America, East Asia and Eastern
Europe, the authors trace the origins of social policy in these regions to
political changes in the mid-20th century, and show how the legacies of
these early choices are influencing welfare reform following
democratization and globalization.
The Austerity State - Stephen McBride 2017-01-01
"This volume focuses on the state's role in managing the fall-out from the
global economic and financial crisis since 2008. For a brief moment,
roughly from 2008-2010, governments and central banks appeared to
borrow from Keynes to save the global economy. The contributors,
however, take the view that to see those stimulus measures as
"Keynesian" is a misinterpretation. Rather, neoliberalism demonstrated
considerable resiliency despite its responsibility for the deep and
prolonged crisis. The "austerian" analysis of the crisis is--historical,
ignores its deeper roots, and rests upon a triumph of discourse involving
austerity-the-history-of-a-dangerous-idea-mark-blyth

blame-shifting from the under-regulated private sector to public or
sovereign debt--for which the public authorities are responsible."-The Global Life of Austerity - Theodoros Rakopoulos 2018-06-18
Austerity and structural adjustment programs are just the latest forms of
neoliberal policy to have a profoundly damaging impact on the targeted
populations. Yet, as the contributors to this collection argue, the recent
austerity-related European crisis is not a breach of erstwhile
development schemes, but a continuation of economic policies. Using
historical analysis and ethnographically-grounded research, this volume
shows the similarities of the European conundrum with realities outside
Europe, seeing austerity in a non-Eurocentric fashion. In doing so, it
offers novel insights as to how economic crises are experienced at a
global level.
Great Transformations - Mark Blyth 2002-09-16
This book picks up where Karl Polanyi's study of economic and political
change left off. Building upon Polanyi's conception of the double
movement, Blyth analyzes the two periods of deep seated institutional
change that characterized the twentieth century: the 1930s and the
1970s. Blyth views both sets of changes as part of the same dynamic. In
the 1930s labor reacted against the exigencies of the market and
demanded state action to mitigate the market's effects by 'embedding
liberalism.' In the 1970s, those who benefited least from such
'embedding' institutions, namely business, reacted against these
constraints and sought to overturn that institutional order. Blyth
demonstrates the critical role economic ideas played in making
institutional change possible. Great Transformations rethinks the
relationship between uncertainty, ideas, and interests, achieving
profound new insights on how, and under what conditions, institutional
change takes place.
The Nobel Factor - Avner Offer 2019-11-19
How the creation of the Nobel Prize in Economics changed the
economics profession, Sweden, and the world Our confidence in markets
comes from economics, and our confidence in economics is underpinned
by the Nobel Prize in Economics, which was first awarded in 1969. Was it
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a coincidence that the prize and the rise of free-market liberalism began
at the same time? The Nobel Factor is the first book to describe the
origins and power of the most important prize in economics. It tells how
the prize, created by the Swedish central bank, emerged from a conflict
between central bank orthodoxy and Sweden's social democracy. The
aim was to use the halo of the Nobel brand to influence the future of
Sweden and the rest of the developed world by enhancing the bank's
authority and the prestige of market-friendly economics. And the
strategy has worked spectacularly—with sometimes disastrous results for
societies striving to cope with the requirements of economic theory and
deregulated markets. Drawing on previously untapped archives and
providing a unique analysis of the sway of prizewinners, The Nobel
Factor offers an unprecedented account of the real-world consequences
of economics and its greatest prize.
Austerity - Alberto Alesina 2020-12
A revealing look at austerity measures that succeed—and those that
don't Fiscal austerity is hugely controversial. Opponents argue that it can
trigger downward growth spirals and become self-defeating. Supporters
argue that budget deficits have to be tackled aggressively at all times
and at all costs. Bringing needed clarity to one of today's most
challenging economic issues, three leading policy experts cut through
the political noise to demonstrate that there is not one type of austerity
but many. Austerity assesses the relative effectiveness of tax increases
and spending cuts at reducing debt, shows that austerity is not
necessarily the kiss of death for political careers as is often believed, and
charts a sensible approach based on data analysis rather than ideology.
Super Continent - Kent E. Calder 2019-04-30
A Eurasian transformation is underway, and it flows from China. With a
geopolitically central location, the country's domestic and international
policies are poised to change the face of global affairs. The Belt and Road
Initiative has called attention to a deepening Eurasian continentalism
that has, argues Kent Calder, much more significant implications than
have yet been recognized. In Super Continent, Calder presents a
theoretically guided and empirically grounded explanation for these
austerity-the-history-of-a-dangerous-idea-mark-blyth

changes. He shows that key inflection points, beginning with the Four
Modernizations and the collapse of the Soviet Union; and culminating in
China's response to the Global Financial Crisis and Crimea's annexation,
are triggering tectonic shifts. Furthermore, understanding China's
emerging regional and global roles involves comprehending two ongoing
transformations—within China and across Eurasia as a whole—and that
the two are profoundly interrelated. Calder underlines that the geoeconomic logic that prevailed across Eurasia before Columbus, and that
made the Silk Road a central thoroughfare of world affairs for close to
two millennia, is reasserting itself once again.
Politics in the Age of Austerity - Wolfgang Streeck 2013-05-09
In a world of increasing austerity measures, democratic politics comes
under pressure. With the need to consolidate budgets and to
accommodate financial markets, the responsiveness of governments to
voters declines. However, democracy depends on choice. Citizens must
be able to influence the course of government through elections and if a
change in government cannot translate into different policies, democracy
is incapacitated. Many mature democracies are approaching this
situation as they confront fiscal crisis. For almost three decades, OECD
countries have - in fits and starts - run deficits and accumulated debt. As
a result, an ever smaller part of government revenue is available today
for discretionary spending and social investment and whichever party
comes into office will find its hands tied by past decisions. The current
financial and fiscal crisis has exacerbated the long-term shrinking
government discretion; projects for political change have lost credibility.
Many citizens are aware of this situation: they turn away from party
politics and stay at home on Election Day. With contributions from
leading scholars in the forefront of sociology, politics and economics, this
timely book will be of great interest to students and scholars throughout
the social sciences as well as general readers.
The Political Economy and Media Coverage of the European Economic
Crisis - Julien Mercille 2014-08-27
The European economic crisis has been ongoing since 2008 and while
austerity has spread over the continent, it has failed to revive economies.
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The media have played an important ideological role in presenting the
policies of economic and political elites in a favourable light, even if the
latter’s aim has been to shift the burden of adjustment onto citizens. This
book explains how and why, using a critical political economic
perspective and focusing on the case of Ireland. Throughout, Ireland is
compared with contemporary and historical examples to contextualise
the arguments made. The book covers the housing bubble that led to the
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crash, the rescue of financial institutions by the state, the role of the
European institutions and the International Monetary Fund, austerity,
and the possibility of leaving the eurozone for Europe’s peripheral
countries. Through a systematic analysis of Ireland’s main newspapers, it
is argued that the media reflect elite views and interests and downplay
alternative policies that could lead to more progressive responses to the
crisis.
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