George IV The English Monarchs Series
Yeah, reviewing a books George IV The English Monarchs Series could be credited with your near associates listings. This is just one of the
solutions for you to be successful. As understood, deed does not recommend that you have astounding points.
Comprehending as competently as accord even more than extra will have the funds for each success. next-door to, the statement as with ease as
perception of this George IV The English Monarchs Series can be taken as competently as picked to act.

Henry II (Penguin Monarchs) - Richard Barber 2015-04-30
Henry II (1154-89) through a series of astonishing dynastic coups
became the ruler of an enormous European empire. One of the most
dynamic, restless and clever men ever to rule England, he was brought
down both by his catastrophic relationship with his archbishop Thomas
Becket and his debilitating arguments with his sons, most importantly
the future Richard I and King John. His empire may have ultimately
collapsed, but in Richard Barber's vivid and sympathetic account the
reader can see why Henry II left such a compelling impression on his
contemporaries.
George II (Penguin Monarchs) - Norman Davies 2021-05-27
From the celebrated historian and author of Europe: A History, a new life
of George II George II, King of Great Britain and Ireland and Elector of
Hanover, came to Britain for the first time when he was thirty-one. He
had a terrible relationship with his father, George I, which was later
paralleled by his relationship to his own son. He was short-tempered and
uncultivated, but in his twenty-three-year reign he presided over a great
flourishing in his adoptive country - economic, military and cultural - all
described with characteristic wit and elegance by Norman Davies.
(George II so admired the Hallelujah chorus in Handel's Messiah that he
stood while it was being performed - as modern audiences still do.) Much
of his attention remained in Hanover and on continental politics, as a
result of which he was the last British monarch to lead his troops into
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battle, at Dettingen in 1744.
Henry III (Penguin Monarchs) - Stephen Church 2017-01-26
Henry III was a medieval king whose long reign continues to have a
profound impact on us today. He was on the throne for 56 years and
during this time England was transformed from being the private plaything of a French speaking dynasty into a medieval state in which the
king answered for his actions to an English parliament, which emerged
during Henry's lifetime. Despite Henry's central importance for the birth
of parliament and the development of a state recognisably modern in
many of its institutions, it is Henry's most vociferous opponent, Simon de
Montfort, who is in many ways more famous than the monarch himself.
Henry is principally known today as the driving force behind the building
of Westminster Abbey, but he deserves to be better understood for many
reasons - as Stephen Church's sparkling account makes clear. Part of the
Penguin Monarchs series: short, fresh, expert accounts of England's
rulers in a highly collectible format
Edward VIII (Penguin Monarchs) - Piers Brendon 2016-04-28
'After my death,' George V said of his eldest son and heir, 'the boy will
ruin himself within twelve months.' The forecast proved uncannily
accurate. Edward VIII came to the throne in January 1936, provoked a
constitutional crisis by his determination to marry the American divorcée
Wallis Simpson, and abdicated in December. He was never crowned king.
In choosing the woman he loved over his royal birthright, Edward shook
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the monarchy to its foundations. Given the new title 'Duke of Windsor'
and essentially sent into exile, he remained a visible skeleton in the royal
cupboard until his death in 1972 and he haunts the house of Windsor to
this day. Drawing on unpublished material, notably correspondence with
his most loyal (though much tried) supporter Winston Churchill, Piers
Brendon's superb biography traces Edward's tumultuous public and
private life from bright young prince to troubled sovereign, from wartime
colonial governor to sad but glittering expatriate. With pace and
panache, it cuts through the myths that still surround this most
controversial of modern British monarchs.
George V (Penguin Monarchs) - David Cannadine 2014-12-04
For a man with such conventional tastes and views, George V had a
revolutionary impact. Almost despite himself he marked a decisive break
with his flamboyant predecessor Edward VII, inventing the modern
monarchy, with its emphasis on frequent public appearances, family
values and duty. George V was an effective war-leader and inventor of
'the House of Windsor'. In an era of ever greater media coverage-frequently filmed and initiating the British Empire Christmas broadcast-George became for 25 years a universally recognised figure. He was also
the only British monarch to take his role as Emperor of India seriously.
While his great rivals (Tsar Nicolas and Kaiser Wilhelm) ended their
reigns in catastrophe, he plodded on. David Cannadine's sparkling
account of his reign could not be more enjoyable, a masterclass in how to
write about Monarchy, that central--if peculiar--pillar of British life.
Edward VI - Jennifer Loach 2014-11-01
Edward VI was the son of Henry VIII and his second wife, Jane Seymour.
He ruled for only six years (1547-1553) and died at the age of sixteen.
But these were years of fundamental importance in the history of the
English state, and in particular of the English church. This new
biography reveals for the first time that, despite his youth, Edward had a
significant personal impact. Jennifer Loach draws a fresh portrait of the
boy king as a highly precocious, well educated, intellectually confident,
and remarkably decisive youth, with clear views on the future of the
English church. Loach also offers a new understanding of Edward’s
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health, arguing that the cause of his death was a severe infection of the
lungs rather than tuberculosis, the commonly accepted diagnosis. The
author views Edward not as a sickly child but as a healthy and vigorous
boy, devoted to hunting and tournaments like any young aristocrat of the
day. This book tells the story of the monarch and of his time. It supplies
the dramatic context in which the short reign of Edward VI was played
out—the momentous religious changes, factional fights, and popular
risings. And it offers vivid details on Edward’s increasing absorption in
politics, his consciousness of his role as supreme head of the English
church, his determination to lay the foundation for a Protestant regime,
and how his failure in this ambition brought England to the brink of civil
war.
The First Four Georges - John Harold Plumb 2000
In this volume, the author has written a book whose value as pure history
is no less than its interest as a study of four essentially ordinary people
under extraordinary circumstances. He was the first to appreciate the
complexity of George I, and he surveys the following three Georges with
a similarly unjaundiced eye.
Henry VII - Stanley Bertram Chrimes 1999-01-01
Founder of the Tudor dynasty, Henry VII was a crucial figure in English
history. In this acclaimed study of the king's life and reign, the
distinguished historian S. B. Chrimes explores the circumstances
surrounding Henry's acquisition of the throne, examines the personnel
and machinery of government, and surveys the king's social, political,
and economic policies, law enforcement, and foreign strategy. This
edition of the book includes a new critical introduction and
bibliographical updating by George Bernard.
The Monarchy and the Constitution - Vernon Bogdanor 1995-11-09
An analysis of how constitutional monarchy functions in a modern
democracy, showing how it serves to stabilize and sustain democratic
government. The book offers reflections on the future of the monarchy,
based firmly upon its history.
George III - Christopher Hibbert 2000-02-04
In George III: A Personal History, British historian Christopher Hibbert
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reassesses the royal monarch George III (1738–1820). Rather than
reaffirm George III's reputation as “Mad King George,” Hibbert portrays
him as not only a competent ruler during most of his reign, but also as a
patron of the arts and sciences, as a man of wit and intelligence, indeed,
as a man who “greatly enhanced the reputation of the British monarchy”
until he was finally stricken by a rare hereditary disease.Teeming with
court machinations, sexual intrigues, and familial conflicts, George III
opens a window on the tumultuous, rambunctious, revolutionary
eighteenth century. It is sure to alter our understanding of this
fascinating, complex, and very human king who so strongly shaped
England's —and America's—destiny.
George III - Andrew Roberts 2021-10-07
The Times Book of the Year *Winner of the Elizabeth Longford Prize for
Historical Biography, 2022* *Winner of the General Society of Colonial
Wars' Distinguished Book Award, 2021* *Winner of the History
Reclaimed Book of the Year, 2022* *Shortlisted for the Duff Cooper
Prize, 2021* Andrew Roberts, one of Britain's premier historians,
overturns the received wisdom on George III George III, Britain's
longest-reigning king, has gone down in history as 'the cruellest tyrant of
this age' (Thomas Paine, eighteenth century), 'a sovereign who inflicted
more profound and enduring injuries upon this country than any other
modern English king' (W.E.H. Lecky, nineteenth century), 'one of
England's most disastrous kings' (J.H. Plumb, twentieth century) and as
the pompous monarch of the musical Hamilton (twenty-first century).
Andrew Roberts's magnificent new biography takes entirely the opposite
view. It portrays George as intelligent, benevolent, scrupulously devoted
to the constitution of his country and (as head of government as well as
head of state) navigating the turbulence of eighteenth-century politics
with a strong sense of honour and duty. He was a devoted husband and
family man, a great patron of the arts and sciences, keen to advance
Britain's agricultural capacity ('Farmer George') and determined that her
horizons should be global. He could be stubborn and self-righteous, but
he was also brave, brushing aside numerous assassination attempts,
galvanising his ministers and generals at moments of crisis and stoical in
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the face of his descent - five times during his life - into a horrifying loss of
mind. The book gives a detailed, revisionist account of the American
Revolutionary War, persuasively taking apart a significant proportion of
the Declaration of Independence, which Roberts shows to be largely
Jeffersonian propaganda. In a later war, he describes how George's
support for William Pitt was crucial in the battle against Napoleon. And
he makes a convincing, modern diagnosis of George's terrible malady,
very different to the widely accepted medical view and to popular
portrayals. Roberts writes, 'the people who knew George III best loved
him the most', and that far from being a tyrant or incompetent, George
III was one of our most admirable monarchs. The diarist Fanny Burney,
who spent four years at his court and saw him often, wrote 'A noble
sovereign this is, and when justice is done to him, he will be as such
acknowledged'. In presenting this fresh view of Britain's most
misunderstood monarch, George III shows one of Britain's premier
historians at his sparkling best.
Queen Anne - Anne Somerset 2013-10-15
She ascended the thrones of England, Scotland and Ireland in 1702, at
age thirty-seven, Britain’s last Stuart monarch, and five years later
united two of her realms, England and Scotland, as a sovereign state,
creating the Kingdom of Great Britain. She had a history of personal
misfortune, overcoming ill health (she suffered from crippling arthritis;
by the time she became Queen she was a virtual invalid) and living
through seventeen miscarriages, stillbirths, and premature births in
seventeen years. By the end of her comparatively short twelve-year
reign, Britain had emerged as a great power; the succession of
outstanding victories won by her general, John Churchill, the Duke of
Marlborough, had humbled France and laid the foundations for Britain’s
future naval and colonial supremacy. While the Queen’s military was
performing dazzling exploits on the continent, her own attention—indeed
her realm—rested on a more intimate conflict: the female friendship on
which her happiness had for decades depended and which became for
her a source of utter torment. At the core of Anne Somerset’s riveting
new biography, published to great acclaim in England
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(“Definitive”—London Evening Standard; “Wonderfully pacy and
absorbing”—Daily Mail), is a portrait of this deeply emotional, complex
bond between two very different women: Queen Anne—reserved, stolid,
shrewd; and Sarah Churchill, Duchess of Marlborough, wife of the
Queen’s great general—beautiful, willful, outspoken, whose acerbic wit
was equally matched by her fearsome temper. Against a fraught
background—the revolution that deposed Anne’s father, James II, and
brought her to power . . . religious differences (she was born
Protestant—her parents’ conversion to Catholicism had grave
implications—and she grew up so suspicious of the Roman church that
she considered its doctrines “wicked and dangerous”) . . . violently
partisan politics (Whigs versus Tories) . . . a war with France that lasted
for almost her entire reign . . . the constant threat of foreign invasion and
civil war—the much-admired historian, author of Elizabeth I
(“Exhilarating”—The Spectator; “Ample, stylish, eloquent”—The
Washington Post Book World), tells the extraordinary story of how Sarah
goaded and provoked the Queen beyond endurance, and, after the
withdrawal of Anne’s favor, how her replacement, Sarah’s cousin, the
feline Abigail Masham, became the ubiquitous royal confidante and, so
Sarah whispered to growing scandal, the object of the Queen's sexual
infatuation. To write this remarkably rich and passionate biography,
Somerset, winner of the Elizabeth Longford Prize for Historical
Biography, has made use of royal archives, parliamentary records,
personal correspondence and previously unpublished material. Queen
Anne is history on a large scale—a revelation of a centuries-overlooked
monarch.
George III - Jeremy Black 2008-10-01
The sixty-year reign of George III (1760–1820) witnessed and
participated in some of the most critical events of modern world history:
the ending of the Seven Years’ War with France, the American War of
Independence, the French Revolutionary Wars, the campaign against
Napoleon Bonaparte and battle of Waterloo in 1815, and Union with
Ireland in 1801. Despite the pathos of the last years of the mad, blind,
and neglected monarch, it is a life full of importance and interest. Jeremy
george-iv-the-english-monarchs-series

Black’s biography deals comprehensively with the politics, the wars, and
the domestic issues, and harnesses the richest range of unpublished
sources in Britain, Germany, and the United States. But, using George
III’s own prolific correspondence, it also interrogates the man himself,
his strong religious faith, and his powerful sense of moral duty to his
family and to his nation. Black considers the king’s scientific, cultural,
and intellectual interests as no other biographer has done, and explores
how he was viewed by his contemporaries. Identifying George as the last
British ruler of the Thirteen Colonies, Black reveals his strong personal
engagement in the struggle for America and argues that George himself,
his intentions and policies, were key to the conflict.
Art and Identity - Viccy Coltman 2019-11-14
This lively and erudite cultural history examines how Scottish identity
was experienced and represented in novel ways.
Richard I - John Gillingham 2002-01-01
With the emphasis firmly on Richard's monarchy rather than on his
personal life, Gillingham's history aims to explain why the Lionheart's
reputation has fluctuated more than that of any other monarch. The
study places Richard in Europe, the Mediterranean and Palestine and
demonstrates that few rulers had more enemies or more influence.
AEthelstan - Sarah Foot 2011-07-12
The powerful and innovative King Athelstan reigned only briefly
(924-939), yet his achievements during those eventful 15 years changed
the course of English history. In this biography, Sarah Foot offers the
first full account of the king ever written.
George IV (Penguin Monarchs) - Stella Tillyard 2019-07-04
George IV spent most of his life waiting to become king: as a pleasureloving and rebellious Prince of Wales during the sixty-year reign of his
father, George III, and for ten years as Prince Regent, when his father
went mad. 'The days are very long when you have nothing to do' he once
wrote plaintively, but he did his best to fill them with pleasure - women,
art, food, wine, fashion, architecture. He presided over the creation of
the Regency style, which came to epitomise the era, and he was, with
Charles I, the most artistically literate of all our kings. Yet despite his life
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of luxury and indulgence, George died alone and unmourned. Stella
Tillyard has not written a judgemental book, but a very human and
enjoyable one, about this most colourful of all British kings.
American Royals - Katharine McGee 2020-05-05
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING SERIES • What if America had a royal
family? If you can't get enough of Harry and Meghan or Kate and
William, meet American princesses Beatrice and Samantha. Crazy Rich
Asians meets The Crown. Perfect for fans of Red, White, and Royal Blue
and The Royal We! Two princesses vying for the ultimate crown. Two
girls vying for the prince's heart. This is the story of the American royals.
When America won the Revolutionary War, its people offered General
George Washington a crown. Two and a half centuries later, the House of
Washington still sits on the throne. Like most royal families, the
Washingtons have an heir and a spare. A future monarch and a backup
battery. Each child knows exactly what is expected of them. But these
aren't just any royals. They're American. As Princess Beatrice gets closer
to becoming America's first queen regnant, the duty she has embraced
her entire life suddenly feels stifling. Nobody cares about the spare
except when she's breaking the rules, so Princess Samantha doesn't care
much about anything, either . . . except the one boy who is distinctly offlimits to her. And then there's Samantha's twin, Prince Jefferson. If he'd
been born a generation earlier, he would have stood first in line for the
throne, but the new laws of succession make him third. Most of America
adores their devastatingly handsome prince . . . but two very different
girls are vying to capture his heart. The duty. The intrigue. The Crown.
New York Times bestselling author Katharine McGee imagines an
alternate version of the modern world, one where the glittering age of
monarchies has not yet faded--and where love is still powerful enough to
change the course of history. "The lives of the American royal family will
hook you in the very first pages and never let go. Relatable, believable,
fantastical, aspirational, and completely addictive." --Sara Shepard, #1
New York Times bestselling author of the Pretty Little Liars and
Perfectionists series
The Poisoned Crown - Maurice Druon 1957
george-iv-the-english-monarchs-series

No man is impervious to the poisons of the crown...Having murdered his
wife and exiled his mistress, King Louis X of France becomes besotted
with Princess Clemence of Hungary and makes her his new Queen.
However, though the matter of the succession should be assured, it is far
from so, as Louis embarks on an ill-fated war against Flanders. Where his
father, Philip IV, was strong, Louis is weak, and the ambitions of his
proud, profligate barons threaten his power and the future of a kingdom
once ruled by an Iron King. This is the third book in the author's
Accursed Kings series of novels set in the early 14th century during the
period of crisis within the ruling Capetian dynasty when after the death
of the Iron King, Philip IV, his three sons ruled for short periods, thus
encouraging England's King Edward III to claim the French throne
through his mother, thereby precipitating the conflict known later as the
Hundred Years War. The first of these sons, Louis X is the subject of this
novel, and in particular his relationship with his second wife Clementia of
Hungary. More plotting, scandal and family tensions abound, though the
plot of this novel seems a little lighter than that of the first two books.
Richard II - Nigel Saul 2008-10-01
Richard II is one of the most enigmatic of English kings. Shakespeare
depicted him as a tragic figure, an irresponsible, cruel monarch who
nevertheless rose in stature as the substance of power slipped from him.
By later writers he has been variously portrayed as a half-crazed autocrat
or a conventional ruler whose principal errors were the mismanagement
of his nobility and disregard for the political conventions of his age. This
book—the first full-length biography of Richard in more than fifty
years—offers a radical reinterpretation of the king. Nigel Saul paints a
picture of Richard as a highly assertive and determined ruler, one whose
key aim was to exalt and dignify the crown. In Richard's view, the crown
was threatened by the factiousness of the nobility and the assertiveness
of the common people. The king met these challenges by exacting
obedience, encouraging lofty new forms of address, and constructing an
elaborate system of rule by bonds and oaths. Saul traces the sources of
Richard's political ideas and finds that he was influenced by a deeply felt
orthodox piety and by the ideas of the civil lawyers. He shows that,
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although Richard's kingship resembled that of other rulers of the period,
unlike theirs, his reign ended in failure because of tactical errors and
contradictions in his policies. For all that he promoted the image of a
distant, all-powerful monarch, Richard II's rule was in practice
characterized by faction and feud. The king was obsessed by the search
for personal security: in his subjects, however, he bred only insecurity
and fear. A revealing portrait of a complex and fascinating figure, the
book is essential reading for anyone with an interest in the politics and
culture of the English middle ages.
Henry I - C. Warren Hollister 2008-10-01
Henry I, son of William the Conqueror, ruled from 1100 to 1135, a time
of fundamental change in the Anglo-Norman world. This long-awaited
biography, written by one of the most distinguished medievalists of his
generation, offers a major reassessment of Henry’s character and reign.
Challenging the dark and dated portrait of the king as brutal, greedy,
and repressive, it argues instead that Henry’s rule was based on reason
and order. C. Warren Hollister points out that Henry laid the foundations
for judicial and financial institutions usually attributed to his grandson,
Henry II. Royal government was centralized and systematized, leading to
firm, stable, and peaceful rule for his subjects in both England and
Normandy. By mid-reign Henry I was the most powerful king in Western
Europe, and with astute diplomacy, an intelligence network, and
strategic marriages of his children (legitimate and illegitimate), he was
able to undermine the various coalitions mounted against him. Henry
strove throughout his reign to solidify the Anglo-Norman dynasty, and his
marriage linked the Normans to the Old English line. Hollister vividly
describes Henry’s life and reign, places them against the political
background of the time, and provides analytical studies of the king and
his magnates, the royal administration, and relations between king and
church. The resulting volume is one that will be welcomed by students
and general readers alike.
George, Nicholas and Wilhelm - Miranda Carter 2011-03-08
In the years before the First World War, the great European powers were
ruled by three first cousins: King George V of Britain, Kaiser Wilhelm II
george-iv-the-english-monarchs-series

of Germany, and Tsar Nicholas II of Russia. Together, they presided over
the last years of dynastic Europe and the outbreak of the most
destructive war the world had ever seen, a war that set twentiethcentury Europe on course to be the most violent continent in the history
of the world. Through brilliant and often darkly comic portraits of these
men and their lives, their foibles and obsessions, Miranda Carter delivers
the tragicomic story of Europe’s early twentieth-century aristocracy, a
solipsistic world preposterously out of kilter with its times.
William the Conqueror - David Charles Douglas 1964
Both a study of Anglo-Norman history based upon long and detailed
research and also the biography of a man whose personal career was
spectacular.
Cnut the Great - Timothy Bolton 2017-01-01
A seminal biography of the underappreciated eleventh-century
Scandinavian warlord-turned-Anglo-Saxon monarch who united the
English and Danish crowns to forge a North Sea empire Historian
Timothy Bolton offers a fascinating reappraisal of one of the most
misunderstood of the Anglo-Saxon kings: Cnut, the powerful Danish
warlord who conquered England and created a North Sea empire in the
eleventh century. This seminal biography draws from a wealth of written
and archaeological sources to provide the most detailed accounting to
date of the life and accomplishments of a remarkable figure in European
history, a forward-thinking warrior-turned-statesman who created a new
Anglo-Danish regime through designed internationalism.
William and Mary (Penguin Monarchs) - Jonathan Keates 2015-06-30
William III (1689-1702) & Mary II (1689-94) (Britain's only ever 'joint
monarchs') changed the course of the entire country's history, coming to
power through a coup (which involved Mary betraying her own father),
reestablishing parliament on a new footing and, through commiting
Britain to fighting France, initiating an immensely long period of warfare
and colonial expansion. Jonathan Keates' wonderful book makes both
monarchs vivid, the cold, shrewd 'Dutch' William and the shortlived
Mary, whose life and death inspired Purcell to write some of his greatest
music.
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The Churchill Sisters - Dr. Rachel Trethewey 2021-12-07
As complex in their own way as their Mitford cousins, Winston and
Clementine Churchill’s daughters each had a unique relationship with
their famous father. Rachel Trethewey's biography, The Churchill
Sisters, tells their story. Bright, attractive and well-connected, in any
other family the Churchill girls – Diana, Sarah, Marigold and Mary –
would have shone. But they were not in another family, they were
Churchills, and neither they nor anyone else could ever forget it. From
their father – ‘the greatest Englishman’ – to their brother, golden boy
Randolph, to their eccentric and exciting cousins, the Mitford Girls, they
were surrounded by a clan of larger-than-life characters which often saw
them overlooked. While Marigold died too young to achieve her potential,
the other daughters lived lives full of passion, drama and tragedy. Diana,
intense and diffident; Sarah, glamorous and stubborn; Mary, dependable
yet determined – each so different but each imbued with a sense of
responsibility toward each other and their country. Far from being
cosseted debutantes, these women were eyewitnesses at some of the
most important events in world history, at Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam.
Yet this is not a story set on the battlefields or in Parliament; it is an
intimate saga that sheds light on the complex dynamics of family set
against the backdrop of a tumultuous century. Drawing on previously
unpublished family letters from the Churchill archives, The Churchill
Sisters brings Winston’s daughters out of the shadows and tells their
remarkable stories for the first time.
A Queen on Trial - E A Smith 2016-10-21
Chronicling as it does the breakdown of George IV's marriage to his
loathed cousin Caroline, and his futile attempt to divorce her and deprive
her of her royal rights and status, A Queen on Trial throws up fascinating
parallels with Diana and Charles' acrimonious separation and is a timely
reminder of the cyclical, repetitive nature of history.
The Lives of the Kings & Queens of England - Antonia Fraser
2001-01-25
A complete overview of England's royal heritage at an unbeatable
priceEdited by the historian Antonia FraserWritten by an expert team of
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contributorsIncludes complete genealogies for each of England's royal
houses
George IV: The Rebel Who Would Be King - Christopher Hibbert
2015-11-03
Hibbert delivers a superbly detailed picture of the life and times of
George IV including his exorbitant spending on his homes, his clothes,
and his women; his patronage of the arts; his 'illegal' marriage to
Catholic Mrs Fitzherbert, and lesser known facts such as his generous
charity donations andhis witty one-liners, including one he uttered when
he met his bride-to-be (Caroline of Brunswick) for the first time: 'Harris, I
am not well, fetch me a brandy.' George IV was the son of George III
(whowent insane and inspired 'The Madness of King George') and was
the founder of the prestigiousKing's College in London.
The Last King of America - Andrew Roberts 2021-11-09
From the New York Times bestselling author of Churchill and Napoleon
The last king of America, George III, has been ridiculed as a complete
disaster who frittered away the colonies and went mad in his old age.
The truth is much more nuanced and fascinating--and will completely
change the way readers and historians view his reign and legacy. Most
Americans dismiss George III as a buffoon--a heartless and terrible
monarch with few, if any, redeeming qualities. The best-known modern
interpretation of him is Jonathan Groff's preening, spitting, and pompous
take in Hamilton, Lin-Manuel Miranda's Broadway masterpiece. But this
deeply unflattering characterization is rooted in the prejudiced and
brilliantly persuasive opinions of eighteenth-century revolutionaries like
Thomas Paine and Thomas Jefferson, who needed to make the king
appear evil in order to achieve their own political aims. After combing
through hundreds of thousands of pages of never-before-published
correspondence, award-winning historian Andrew Roberts has uncovered
the truth: George III was in fact a wise, humane, and even enlightened
monarch who was beset by talented enemies, debilitating mental illness,
incompetent ministers, and disastrous luck. In The Last King of America,
Roberts paints a deft and nuanced portrait of the much-maligned
monarch and outlines his accomplishments, which have been almost
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universally forgotten. Two hundred and forty-five years after the end of
George III's American rule, it is time for Americans to look back on their
last king with greater understanding: to see him as he was and to come
to terms with the last time they were ruled by a monarch.
Prince of Pleasure - Saul David 1998
Described by the Duke of Wellington as 'the most extraordinary
compound of talent, wit, buffoonery, obstinacy and good feeling that I
ever saw in one character in my life', George Augustus Frederick, Prince
of Wales, later George IV, was a highly controversial figure. He courted
both Whigs and Tories in his attempts to establish the Regency during
the 'madness' of his father, George III. Scandalous liaisons with
prostitutes and duchesses, and his 'secret' marriage to the Catholic Mrs
Fitzherbert, tested his duty - to nation and to family. Yet his support for
overseas campaigns against Napoleon, culminating in such historic
victories as Trafalgar and Waterloo, consolidated Britain's status as the
pre-eminent world power amid the great social and economic upheavals
of the Industrial Revolution. Drawing on a wealth of original accounts of
life in Georgian Britain, Saul David has created a masterly portrait - of a
flamboyant, opportunistic and influential figure, and of a nation in a time
of great change.
Noble Ambitions - Adrian Tinniswood 2021-09-21
A rollicking tour of the English country home after World War II, when
swinging London collided with aristocratic values As the sun set slowly
on the British Empire, its mansions fell and rose. Ancient families were
reduced to demolishing the parts of their stately homes they could no
longer afford, dukes and duchesses desperately clung to their ancestral
seats, and a new class of homeowners bought their way into country life.
A delicious romp, Noble Ambitions pulls us into these crumbling halls of
power, leading us through the juiciest bits of postwar aristocratic
history—from Mick Jagger dancing at deb balls to the scandals of
Princess Margaret. Capturing the spirit of the age, historian Adrian
Tinniswood proves that the country house is not only an iconic symbol,
but a lens through which to understand the shifting fortunes of the
British elite in an era of monumental social change.
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Victoria (Penguin Monarchs) - Jane Ridley 2015-04-30
Part of the Penguin Monarchs series: short, fresh, expert accounts of
England's rulers in a collectible format Queen Victoria inherited the
throne at 18 and went on to become the longest-reigning female
monarch in history, in a time of intense industrial, cultural, political,
scientific and military change within the United Kingdom and great
imperial expansion outside of it (she was made Empress of India in
1876). Overturning the established picture of the dour old lady, this is a
fresh and engaging portrait from one of our most talented royal
biographers. Jane Ridley is Professor of Modern History at Buckingham
University, where she teaches a course on biography. Her previous books
include The Young Disraeli; a study of Edwin Lutyens, The Architect and
his Wife, which won the 2003 Duff Cooper Prize; and the best-selling
Bertie: A Life of Edward VII. A Fellow of the Royal Society for Literature,
Ridley writes for the Spectator and other newspapers, and has appeared
on radio and several television documentaries. She lives in London and
Scotland.
George II - Andrew C. Thompson 2011-01-01
Despite a long and eventful reign, Britain's George II is a largely
forgotten monarch, his achievements overlooked and his abilities
misunderstood. This landmark biography uncovers extensive new
evidence in British and German archives, making possible the most
complete and accurate assessment of this thirty-three-year reign.
Andrew C. Thompson paints a richly detailed portrait of the many-faceted
monarch in his public as well as his private life. Born in Hanover in 1683,
George Augustus first came to London in 1714 as the new Prince of
Wales. He assumed the throne in 1727, held it until his death in 1760,
and has the distinction of being Britain's last foreign-born king and the
last king to lead an army in battle. With George's story at its heart, the
book reconstructs his thoughts and actions through a careful reading of
the letters and papers of those around him. Thompson explores the
previously underappreciated roles George played in the political
processes of Britain, especially in foreign policy, and also charts the
intricacies of the king's complicated relationships and reassesses the
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lasting impact of his frequent return trips to Hanover. George II emerges
from these pages as an independent and cosmopolitan figure of
undeniable historical fascination.
George IV - E.A. Smith 1999-06-10
This engrossing biography of George IV, king of England from 1820 to
1830, gives a full and objective reassessment of the monarch’s character,
reputation, and achievement. Previous writers have tended to accept the
unfavorable verdicts of the king’s contemporaries that he was a
dissolute, pleasure-loving dilettante and a feeble and ineffective ruler
who was responsible for the decline of the power and reputation of the
monarchy in the early nineteenth century. Now E.A. Smith offers a new
view of George IV, one that does not minimize the king’s faults but
focuses on the positive qualities of his achievement in politics and in the
patronage of the arts. Smith explores the roots of the king’s character
and personality, stressing the importance of his relationship with his
parents and twelve surviving siblings. He examines the king’s important
contributions to the cultural enhancement of his capital and his
encouragement of the major artistic, literary, and scholarly figures of his
time. He reassesses the king’s role as constitutional monarch,
contending that it was he, rather than Victoria and Albert, who created
the constitutional monarchy of nineteenth-century Britain and began the
revival of its popularity. Smith’s biography not only illuminates the
character of one of the most colorful of Britain’s rulers but also
contributes to the history of the British monarchy and its role in the
nation’s life.
A Great and Terrible King - Marc Morris 2015-03-15
The first major biography of a truly formidable king, whose reign was
one of the most dramatic and important of the entire Middle Ages,
leading to war and conquest on an unprecedented scale. Edward I is
familiar to millions as "Longshanks," conqueror of Scotland and nemesis
of Sir William Wallace (in "Braveheart"). Yet that story forms only the
final chapter of the king's action-packed life. Earlier, Edward had
defeated and killed Simon de Montfort in battle; traveled to the Holy
Land; conquered Wales, extinguishing its native rulers and constructing
george-iv-the-english-monarchs-series

a magnificent chain of castles. He raised the greatest armies of the
Middle Ages and summoned the largest parliaments; notoriously, he
expelled all the Jews from his kingdom. The longest-lived of England's
medieval kings, Edward fathered fifteen children with his first wife,
Eleanor of Castile and, after her death, erected the Eleanor Crosses—the
grandest funeral monuments ever fashioned for an English monarch. In
this book, Marc Morris examines afresh the forces that drove Edward
throughout his relentless career: his character, his Christian faith, and
his sense of England's destiny—a sense shaped largely by the tales of the
legendary King Arthur. Morris also explores the competing reasons that
led Edward's opponents (including Robert Bruce) to resist him. The
result is a sweeping story, immaculately researched yet compellingly
told, and a vivid picture of medieval Britain at the moment when its
future was decided.
George IV - E. A. Smith 1999-01-01
This biography of King George IV provides a reassessment of the
monarch's character, reputation and achievement. It examines his
important contributions to the cultural enhancement of his capital and
his encouragement of artistic, literary and scholarly figures.
George VI - Sarah Bradford 2013-08-01
The definitive biography of George VI, the hero of The King's Speech
George VI reigned through taxing times. Acceding to the throne upon his
brother's abdication, he was immediately confronted with the turmoil in
European politics leading up to the Second World War, then the War
itself, followed by a period of austerity, social transformation and loss of
Empire. George was unprepared for kingship, suffering from a stammer
which could make public occasions very painful for him. Moreover he
had grown up in the shadow of his brother, a man who had been idolized
as no royal prince has been, before or since. However, as Sarah Bradford
shows in this sympathetic biography, although George was not born to be
king, he died a great one. 'A triumph ... Sarah Bradford looks set to
inherit Lady Longford's mantle as royal biographer supreme' Mail on
Sunday 'Lucid, convincing and admirably fair ... George VI has been
fortunate in his biographer' Philip Ziegler 'Vivid, thorough and enjoyable'
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Independent Sarah Bradford is a historian and biographer. Her books
include Cesare Borgia (1976), Disraeli (1982), winner of the New York
Times Book of the Year, Princess Grace (1984), Sacherevell Sitwell
(1993), Elizabeth: A Biography of Her Majesty the Queen (1996),
America's Queen: The Life of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis (2000),
Lucrezia Borgia (2005) and Diana (2007).She lives in London and is
married to the 8th Viscount Bangor. She is currently working on a full
scale biography of Queen Victoria.
The Elder Sons of George III - Catherine Curzon 2020-12-28
Follow the sensational lives of four Georgian Era royals through scandal,
corruption, and coronation in this revealing family biography. For nearly
sixty years, King George III reigned over a tumultuous kingdom. His
health and realm were in turmoil, while family life held challenges of its
own. From the corpulent Prinny and the Grand Old Duke of York, to a
king who battled the Lords and the disciplinarian Duke of Kent, this is
the story of George III’s elder sons. Born during half a decafde of
upheaval, George, Frederick, William, and Edward defined an era. Their
scandals intrigued the nation and their efforts to build lives outside their
parents’ shadow led them down diverse paths. Whether devoting
themselves to the military or to pleasure, every moment was captured in
the full glare of the spotlight. The sons of George III were prepared from
infancy to take their place on the world’s stage, but as the king’s health
failed and the country lurched from one drama to the next, they found
that duty was easier said than done. With scandalous romances, illegal
marriages, rumors of corruption and even the odd kidnapping plot, their
lives were luridly dramatic, and never, ever dull.
Crown & Sceptre - Tracy Borman 2022-02-22
An in-depth look at the British monarchy that’s “a superb synthesis of
historical analysis, politics, and top-notch royal gossip” (Kirkus Reviews).

george-iv-the-english-monarchs-series

Since William the Conqueror, duke of Normandy, crossed the English
Channel in 1066 to defeat King Harold II and unite England’s various
kingdoms, forty-one kings and queens have sat on Britain’s throne.
“Shining examples of royal power and majesty alongside a rogue’s
gallery of weak, lazy, or evil monarchs,” as Tracy Borman describes them
in her sparkling chronicle, Crown & Sceptre. Ironically, during very few
of these 955 years has the throne’s occupant been unambiguously
English—whether Norman French, the Welsh-born Tudors, the Scottish
Stuarts, and the Hanoverians and their German successors to the present
day. Acknowledging the intrinsic fascination with British royalty, Borman
lifts the veil to reveal the remarkable characters and personalities who
have ruled and, since the Restoration of the monarchy in 1660, more
ceremonially reigned. It is a crucial distinction explaining the staying
power of the monarchy as the royal family has evolved and adapted to
the needs and opinions of its people, avoiding the storms of rebellion that
brought many of Europe’s royals to an abrupt end. Richard II; Henry
VIII; Elizabeth I; George III; Victoria; Elizabeth II: their names evoke
eras and the dramatic events Borman recounts. She is equally attuned to
the fabric of monarchy: royal palaces; the way monarchs have been
portrayed in art, on coins, in the media; the ceremony and pageantry
surrounding the crown. Elizabeth II is already one of the longest reigning
monarchs in history. Crown & Sceptre is a fitting tribute to her
remarkable longevity and that of the magnificent institution she
represents. “Crown & Sceptre brings us in short, vivid chapters from
William the Conqueror to Elizabeth herself, much of it constituting a
dark record of bumping off adversaries, rivals and spouses, confiscating
vast estates and military invasions…. [A] lucid, character-rich book.”
—Minneapolis Star-Tribune “Borman’s deep understanding of English
royalty shines.” —Chris Schluep, Amazon Editors’ Picks, The Best History
Books of February 2022
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