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that the early medieval fenland was dominated by the activities of north-west European colonists in a
largely empty landscape. Using existing and new evidence and arguments, this new interdisciplinary history
of the Anglo-Saxon fenland offers another interpretation. The fen islands and the silt fens show a degree of
occupation unexpected a few decades ago. Dense Romano-British settlement appears to have been followed
by consistent early medieval occupation on every island in the peat fens and across the silt fens, despite the
impact of climatic change. The inhabitants of the region were organised within territorial groups in a
complicated, almost certainly dynamic, hierarchy of subordinate and dominant polities, principalities and
kingdoms. Their prosperous livelihoods were based on careful collective control, exploitation and
management of the vast natural water-meadows on which their herds of cattle grazed. This was a society
whose origins could be found in prehistoric Britain, and which had evolved through the period of Roman
control and into the post-imperial decades and centuries that followed. The rich and complex history of the
development of the region shows, it is argued, a traditional social order evolving, adapting and innovating
in response to changing times.
The Fens - Francis Pryor 2019-07-11
The Fens are a distinctive, complex, man-made and little understood landscape. Francis Pryor has lived in,
excavated, farmed, walked – and loved – the Fen Country for more than forty years: its levels and drains, its
soaring churches, its magnificent medieval buildings. In The Fens, he counterpoints the history of the Fen
landscape and its transformation – the great drainage projects that created the Old and New Bedford
Rivers, the Ouse Washes and Bedford Levels, the rise of prosperous towns and cities, such as King's Lynn,
Cambridge, Wisbech, Boston and Spalding – with the story of his own discovery of it as an archaeologist.
Interweaving personal experience, the graft and the grime of the dig, and lyrical evocations of place,
Francis Pryor offers a unique portrait of a neglected by remarkable area of England.
The Cambridge Companion to the Age of William the Conqueror - Benjamin Pohl 2022-06-09
This Cambridge Companion offers readers a comparative cultural history of north-western Europe in the
crucial period of the eleventh century: the age of William the Conqueror. Besides England, Normandy, and
northern France, the volume also explores Scandinavia, the North Sea world, the insular world beyond the
English Channel, and various parts of Continental Europe. This Companion features essays designed
specifically for those wishing to advance their knowledge and understanding of this important period of
European history using a holistic and contextual perspective, deliberately shifting the focus away from
William the man and onto the rich and fascinating culture of the world in which he lived and ruled. This was
not the age created by William, but the age that created him. With contributions by leading international
experts, this volume provides an inclusive and innovative study companion that is both authoritative and
timely.
Territoriality and the Early Medieval Landscape - Stephen Rippon 2022-04-05
All communities have a strong sense of identity with the area in which they live, which for England in the
early medieval period manifested itself in a series of territorial entities, ranging from large kingdoms down
to small districts known as pagi or regiones. This book investigates these small early folk territories, and
the way that they evolved into the administrative units recorded in Domesday, across an entire kingdom that of the East Saxons (broadly speaking, what is now Essex, Middlesex, most of Hertfordshire, and south
Suffolk). A wide range of evidence is drawn upon, including archaeology, written documents, place-names
and the early cartographic sources. The book looks in particular at the relationship between Saxon

Westering - Laurence Mitchell 2021-04-29
From Great Yarmouth to Aberystwyth, Westering is a coast-to-coast journey crossing the Fens, Leicester,
the Black Country and central Wales. It connects landscape, place and memory to evoke a narrative
unravelling the deep topography, and following a westerly route that runs against the grain of the land, its
geology, culture and historical bedrock. With the industrial Midlands sandwiched between bucolic
landscapes in East Anglia and Wales, here we explore places too often overlooked. Along the way we
encounter deserted medieval villages, battlefield sites, the ghosts of Roman soldiers, valleys drowned for
reservoirs, ancient forests, John Clare’s beloved fields, and the urban edgelands. Notions of home and
belonging, landscapes of loss and absence, birds and the resilience of nature, the psychology of walking,
and the psychogeography of liminal places all frame the story.
Angles on a Kingdom - Joseph Grossi 2021-06-29
From the eighth century to the turn of the millennium, East Anglia had a variety of identities thrust upon it
by authors of the period who envisioned a unified England. Although they were not regional writers in the
modern sense, Bede, Felix, the annalists of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, King Alfred of Wessex, Abbo of
Fleury, and Ælfric of Eynsham took a keen interest in East Anglia, especially in its potential to undo English
cultural cohesiveness as they imagined it. Angles on a Kingdom argues that those authors treated East
Anglia as both a hindrance and a stimulus to the development of early English "national" consciousness.
Combining close textual reading with consideration of early medieval barrow burials, coinage, border
delineation, and rivalries between monastic houses, Joseph Grossi examines various forms of cultural
affirmation and manipulation. Angles on a Kingdom shows that, over the course of roughly two and a half
centuries, the literary metamorphoses of East Anglia hint at the region’s recurring tensions with its
neighbours – tensions which suggest that writers who sought to depict a coherent England downplayed
what they deemed to be dangerous impulses emanating from the island’s easternmost corner.
The Family in Past Perspective - Ellen J. Kendall 2021-05-31
This volume takes a more comprehensive view of past familial dynamics than has been previously
attempted. By applying interdisciplinary perspectives to periods ranging from the Prehistoric to the
Modern, it informs a wider understanding of the term family, and the implications of family dynamics for
children and their social networks in the past. Contributors drawn from across the humanities and social
sciences present research addressing three primary themes: modes of kinship and familial structure, the
convergence and divergence between the idealised image and realities of family life, and the provision of
care within families. These themes are interconnected, as the idea and image of family shapes familial
structure, which in turn defines the type of care and protection that families provide to their members. The
papers in this volume provide new research to challenge assumptions and provoke new ways of thinking
about past families as functionally adaptive, socially connected, and ideologically powerful units of society,
just as they are in the present. A broad focus on the networks created by familial units also allows the
experiences of historically underrepresented women and children to be highlighted in a way that underlines
their interconnectedness with all members of past societies. The Family in Past Perspective builds a muchneeded bridge across disciplinary boundaries. The wide scope of the book hmakes important contributions,
and informs fields ranging from bioarchaeology to women's history and childhood studies.
The Anglo-Saxon Fenland - Susan Oosthuizen 2017-06-30
Archaeologies and histories of the fens of eastern England, continue to suggest, explicitly or by implication,
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immigrants and the native British population, and argues that initially these ethnic groups occupied
different parts of the landscape, until a dynasty which assumed an Anglo-Saxon identity achieved political
ascendency (its members included the so-called "Prittlewell Prince", buried with spectacular grave-good in
Prittlewell, near Southend-on- Sea in southern Essex). Other significant places discussed include London,
the seat of the first East Saxon bishopric, the possible royal vills at Wicken Bonhunt near Saffron Walden
and Maldon, and St Peter's Chapel at Bradwell-on-Sea, one of the most important surviving churches from
the early Christian period.
Archaeology, Economy, and Society - David A. Hinton 2022-05-19
This book examines the contribution of archaeology to the study of the social, economic, religious, and
other developments in England from the end of the Roman period at the start of the fifth century to the
beginnings of the Renaissance at the end of the fifteenth century. The first edition of the book was
published in 1990, and remains the only synthesis of the whole spectrum of medieval archaeology. This new
edition is completely rewritten and extended, but uses the same chronological approach to investigate how
society and economy evolved. It draws on a wide range of new data, derived from excavation, investigation
of buildings, metal-detection, and scientific techniques. It examines the social customs, economic pressures,
and environmental constraints within which people functioned; the technology available to them; and how
they expressed themselves, for example in their houses, their burial customs, their costume, and their
material possessions such as pottery. Their adaptation to new circumstances, whether caused by human
factors such as the re-emergence of towns or changing taxation requirements, or by external ones such as
volcanic activity or the Black Death, is explored throughout each chapter. The new edition of Archaeology,
Economy, and Society will be essential reading for students and researchers of the archaeology of Medieval
England.
Early Medieval Britain - Pam J. Crabtree 2018-06-07
The growth and development of towns and urbanism in the pre-modern world has been of interest to
archaeologists since the nineteenth century. Much of the early archaeological research on urban origins
focused on regions such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Mesoamerica. Intensive archaeological research that
has been conducted since the 1960s, much of it as a result of urban redevelopment, has shed new light on
the development of towns in Anglo-Saxon England. In this book, Pamela Crabtree uses up-to-date
archaeological data to explore urban origins in early medieval Britain. She argues that many Roman towns
remained important places on the landscape, despite losing most of their urban character by the fifth
century. Beginning with the decline of towns in the fourth and fifth centuries, Crabtree then details the
origins and development of towns in Britain from the 7th century through the Norman Conquest in the mideleventh century CE. She also sets the development of early medieval urbanism in Britain within a broader,
comparative framework.
Landscapes Decoded - Susan Oosthuizen 2006
Presenting the research into the landscape history of the Bourn Valley, west of Cambridge, this book is
published as the first volume in a series of mid-length monographs on unusual subjects within local and
regional history. It is illustrated throughout with maps and photos.
Scenes from Prehistoric Life - Francis Pryor 2021-08-05
A journey through the evolution of Britain's prehistoric landscape, and an insight into the lives of its
inhabitants, in fifteen scenes.
Dating Beowulf - Daniel C. Remein 2019-12-20
This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access
license. Featuring essays from some of the most prominent voices in early medieval studies, Dating Beowulf
playfully redeploys the word ‘dating’, which usually heralds some of the most divisive critical impasses in
the field, to provocatively phrase a set of new relationships with an Old English poem. The volume argues
for the relevance of the early Middle Ages to affect studies and vice-versa, offering a riposte to antifeminist
discourse and opening avenues for future work by specialists in the history of emotions, literary theorists,
students of Old English literature and medieval scholars alike. To this end, the essays embody a range of
critical approaches from queer theory to animal studies and ecocriticism to actor-network theory.
Animals in Saxon & Scandinavian England - Matilda Holmes 2014
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In this book an analysis of over 300 animal bone assemblages from English Saxon and Scandinavian sites is
presented. The data set is summarised in extensive tables for use as comparanda for future
archaeozoological studies. Animals in Saxon and Scandinavian England takes as its core four broad areas of
analysis. The first is an investigation of the diet of the population, and how food was used to establish social
boundaries. Increasingly diverse diets are recognised, with high-status populations distinguishing
themselves from other social sectors through the way food was redistributed and the diversity of taxa
consumed. Secondly, the role of animals in the economy is considered, looking at how animal husbandry
feeds into underlying modes of production throughout the Saxon period. From the largely self-sufficient
early Saxon phase animal husbandry becomes more specialised to supply increasingly urban settlements.
The ensuing third deliberation takes into account the foodways and interactions between producer and
consumer sites, considering the distribution of food and raw materials between farm, table and craft
worker. Fundamental changes in the nature of the Saxon economy distinguish a move away from food
renders in the middle Saxon phase to market-based provisioning; opening the way for greater autonomy of
supply and demand. Finally, the role of wics and burhs as centres of production is investigated, particularly
the organisation of manufacture and provisioning with raw materials.
The Contemporary Medieval in Practice - Clare A. Lees 2019-10-07
Contemporary arts, both practice and methods, offer medieval scholars innovative ways to examine,
explore, and reframe the past. Medievalists offer contemporary studies insights into cultural works of the
past that have been made or reworked in the present. Creative-critical writing invites the adaptation of
scholarly style using forms such as the dialogue, short essay, and the poem; these are, the authors argue,
appropriate ways to explore innovative pathways from the contemporary to the medieval, and vice versa.
Speculative and non-traditional, The Contemporary Medieval in Practice adapts the conventional scholarly
essay to reflect its cross-disciplinary, creative subject. This book ‘does’ Medieval Studies differently by
bringing it into relation with the field of contemporary arts and by making ‘practice’, in the sense used by
contemporary arts and by creative-critical writing, central to it. Intersecting with a number of urgent
critical discourses and cultural practices, such as the study of the environment and the ethics of
understanding bodies, identities, and histories, this short, accessible book offers medievalists a distinctive
voice in multi-disciplinary, trans-chronological, collaborative conversations about the Humanities. Its
subject is early medieval British culture, often termed Anglo-Saxon Studies (c. 500–1100), and its relation
with, use of, and re-working in contemporary visual, poetic, and material culture (after 1950). ‘The
Contemporary Medieval in Practice is both wise and unafraid to take risks. Fully embedded in scholarship
yet reaching into unmapped territory, the authors move across disciplines and forge surprising links.
Thought-provoking and evocative, this is a book that will have an impact that far belies its modest length.’ –
Linda Anderson, Newcastle University
The Oxford Handbook of the Merovingian World - Bonnie Effros 2020-08-04
In recent decades, the Merovingian world has become more visible in Anglophone historical studies. The
forty-six essays included in this collection highlight the vitality and importance of the Merovingian
kingdoms in the fifth through eighth centuries.
Anglo-Saxon Farms and Farming - Debby Banham 2014-09-25
Farming was the basis of the wealth that made England worth invading, twice, in the eleventh century,
while trade and manufacturing were insignificant by modern standards. In Anglo-Saxon Farms and
Farming, the authors employ a wide range of evidence to investigate how Anglo-Saxon farmers produced
the food and other agricultural products that sustained English economy, society, and culture before the
Norman Conquest. The first part of the volume draws on written and pictorial sources, archaeology, placenames, and the history of the English language to discover what crops and livestock people raised, and
what tools and techniques were used to produce them. In part two, using a series of landscape studies place-names, maps, and the landscape itself, the authors explore how these techniques might have been
combined into working agricultural regimes in different parts of the country. A picture emerges of an
agriculture that changed from an essentially prehistoric state in the sub-Roman period to what was
recognisably the beginning of a tradition that only ended with the Second World War. Anglo-Saxon farming
was not only sustainable, but infinitely adaptable to different soils and geology, and to a climate changing
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as unpredictably as it is today.
Kingdom, Civitas, and County - Stephen Rippon 2018-04-19
This book explores the development of territorial identity in the late prehistoric, Roman, and early medieval
periods. Over the course of the Iron Age, a series of marked regional variations in material culture and
landscape character emerged across eastern England that reflect the development of discrete zones of
social and economic interaction. The boundaries between these zones appear to have run through sparsely
settled areas of the landscape on high ground, and corresponded to a series of kingdoms that emerged
during the Late Iron Age. In eastern England at least, these pre-Roman socio-economic territories appear to
have survived throughout the Roman period despite a trend towards cultural homogenization brought about
by Romanization. Although there is no direct evidence for the relationship between these socio-economic
zones and the Roman administrative territories known as civitates, they probably corresponded very
closely. The fifth century saw some Anglo-Saxon immigration but whereas in East Anglia these communities
spread out across much of the landscape, in the Northern Thames Basin they appear to have been
restricted to certain coastal and estuarine districts. The remaining areas continued to be occupied by a
substantial native British population, including much of the East Saxon kingdom (very little of which
appears to have been 'Saxon'). By the sixth century a series of regionally distinct identities - that can be
regarded as separate ethnic groups - had developed which corresponded very closely to those that had
emerged during the late prehistoric and Roman periods. These ancient regional identities survived through
to the Viking incursions, whereafter they were swept away following the English re-conquest and replaced
with the counties with which we are familiar today.
The Sex Factor - Victoria Bateman 2019-07-01
Why did the West become so rich? Why is inequality rising? How ‘free’ should markets be? And what does
sex have to do with it? In this passionate and skilfully argued book, leading feminist Victoria Bateman
shows how we can only understand the burning economic issues of our time if we put sex and gender – ‘the
sex factor’ – at the heart of the picture. Spanning the globe and drawing on thousands of years of history,
Bateman tells a bold story about how the status and freedom of women are central to our prosperity.
Genuine female empowerment requires us not only to recognize the liberating potential of markets and
smart government policies but also to challenge the double-standard of many modern feminists when they
celebrate the brain while denigrating the body. This iconoclastic book is a devastating exposé of what we
have lost from ignoring ‘the sex factor’ and of how reversing this neglect can drive the smart economic
policies we need today.
Challenging Preconceptions of the European Iron Age - Wendy Morrison 2022-06-20
This collection of essays by leading researchers in the archaeology of the European Iron Age pays tribute to
Professor John Collis who, since the 1960s, has been involved in investigating and enriching our
understanding of Iron Age society and, crucially, questioning the status quo of our narratives about the
past.
La construcción de la territorialidad en la Alta Edad Media - Iñaki Martín Viso 2020-06-22
Las sociedades humanas han concebido su relación con el espacio físico en el que habitaban en términos
territoriales. Este concepto dota a la noción de territorio de una serie de significados sociales y culturales,
convirtiéndolo así en un instrumento de articulación de las complejas y cambiantes relaciones entre grupos
sociales y medio natural. Generalmente la territorialidad se examina desde el prisma de los estados
modernos como zonas perfectamente delimitadas, tanto desde un punto de vista topográfico como desde
una óptica del significado político. Sin embargo, se trata de una visión parcial, que no toma en
consideración la existencia de otras formas de territorialidad existentes en sociedades preindustriales. La
Alta Edad Media, un periodo que cubrió los siglos VI al XI aproximadamente, fue un auténtico laboratorio
de territorialidad. Los modelos romanos, fuertemente condicionados por el poder imperial, se diluyeron y
surgieron nuevas y muy diversas formas de articulación del territorio. Las sociedades locales se
convirtieron en protagonistas activas, al crear patrones territoriales que sirvieron de escenario para
implementar las relaciones con la autoridad central, al tiempo que se fueron construyendo los espacios
episcopales y se crearon “lugares centrales” de nuevo cuño. Esta compleja relación entre lo local y lo
englobante se aborda en este volumen a través de un conjunto de estudios que cubren la Península Ibérica,
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Inglaterra, Irlanda e Italia. La construcción de la territorialidad en la Alta Edad Media es una obra
deliberadamente orientada hacia una historiografía de escala europea que supere las miradas
exclusivamente nacionales.
Waiting for the End of the World? - Christopher M. Gerrard 2020-09-08
Waiting for the End of the World? addresses the archaeological, architectural, historical and geological
evidence for natural disasters in the Middle Ages between the 11th and 16th centuries. This volume adopts
a fresh interdisciplinary approach to explore the many ways in which environmental hazards affected
European populations and, in turn, how medieval communities coped and responded to short- and longterm consequences. Three sections, which focus on geotectonic hazards (Part I), severe storms and
hydrological hazards (Part II) and biophysical hazards (Part III), draw together 18 papers of the latest
research while additional detail is provided in a catalogue of the 20 most significant disasters to have
affected Europe during the period. These include earthquakes, landslides, tsunamis, storms, floods and
outbreaks of infectious diseases. Spanning Europe, from the British Isles to Italy and from the Canary
Islands to Cyprus, these contributions will be of interest to earth scientists, geographers, historians,
sociologists, anthropologists and climatologists, but are also relevant to students and non-specialist readers
interested in medieval archaeology and history, as well as those studying human geography and disaster
studies. Despite a different set of beliefs relating to the natural world and protection against environmental
hazards, the evidence suggests that medieval communities frequently adopted a surprisingly ‘modern’,
well-informed and practically minded outlook.
Making One's Way in the World - Martin Bell 2020-03-31
The book draws on the evidence of landscape archaeology, palaeoenvironmental studies, ethnohistory and
animal tracking to address the neglected topic of how we identify and interpret past patterns of movement
in the landscape. It challenges the pessimism of previous generations which regarded prehistoric routes
such as hollow ways as generally undatable. The premise is that archaeologists tend to focus on sites
while neglecting the patterns of habitual movement that made them part of living landscapes. Evidence of
past movement is considered in a multi-scalar way from the individual footprint to the long distance path
including the traces created in vegetation by animal and human movement. It is argued that routes may be
perpetuated over long timescales creating landscape structures which influence the activities of subsequent
generations. In other instances radical changes of axes of communication and landscape structures provide
evidence of upheaval and social change. Palaeoenvironmental and ethnohistorical evidence from the
American North West coast sets the scene with evidence for the effects of burning, animal movement,
faeces deposition and transplantation which can create readable routes along which are favoured
resources. Evidence from European hunter-gatherer sites hints at similar practices of niche construction on
a range of spatial scales. On a local scale, footprints help to establish axes of movement, the locations of
lost settlements and activity areas. Wood trackways likewise provide evidence of favoured patterns of
movement and past settlement location. Among early farming communities alignments of burial mounds,
enclosure entrances and other monuments indicate axes of communication. From the middle Bronze Age in
Europe there is more clearly defined evidence of trackways flanked by ditches and fields. Landscape scale
survey and excavation enables the dating of trackways using spatial relationships with dated features and
many examples indicate long-term continuity of routeways. Where fields flank routeways a range of
methods, including scientific approaches, provide dates. Prehistorians have often assumed that Ridgeways
provided the main axes of early movement but there is little evidence for their early origins and rather
better evidence for early routes crossing topography and providing connections between different
environmental zones. The book concludes with a case study of the Weald of South East England which
demonstrates that some axes of cross topographic movement used as droveways, and generally considered
as early medieval, can be shown to be of prehistoric origin. One reason that dryland routes have proved
difficult to recognise is that insufficient attention has been paid to the parts played by riverine and
maritime longer distance communication. It is argued that understanding the origins of the paths we use
today contributes to appreciation of the distinctive qualities of landscapes. Appreciation will help to bring
about effective strategies for conservation of mutual benefit to people and wildlife by maintaining and
enhancing corridors of connectivity between different landscape zones including fragmented nature
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reserves and valued places. In these ways an understanding of past routeways can contribute to sustainable
landscapes, communities and quality of life
The Draining of the Fens - Eric H. Ash 2017-05-29
"This book is a political, social, and environmental history of the many attempts to drain the Fens of eastern
England during the late sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, both the early failures and the eventual
successes. Fen drainage projects were supposed to transform hundreds of thousands of acres of wetlands
into dry farmland capable of growing grain and other crops, and also reform the sickly, backward fenland
inhabitants into civilized, healthy farmers, to the benefit of the entire commonwealth. Fenlanders, however,
viewed the drainage as a grave threat to their local landscape, economy, and way of life. At issue were two
different understandings of the Fens, what they were and ought to be; the power to define the Fens in the
present was the power to determine their future destiny. The drainage projects, and the many conflicts they
incited, illustrate the ways in which politics, economics, and ecological thought intersected at a time when
attitudes toward both the natural environment and the commonwealth were shifting. Promoted by the
crown, endorsed by agricultural improvement advocates, undertaken by English and Dutch projectors, and
opposed by fenland commoners, the drainage of the Fens provides a fascinating locus to study the process
of state building in early modern England, and the violent popular resistance it sometimes provoked. In
exploring the many challenges the English faced in re-conceiving and re-creating their Fens, this book
addresses important themes of environmental, political, economic, social, and technological history, and
reveals new dimensions of the evolution of early modern England into a modern, unitary, capitalist state"-Negotiating the North - Sarah Semple 2020-06-11
This book brings together the cumulative results of a three-year project focused on the assemblies and
administrative systems of Scandinavia, Britain, and the North Atlantic islands in the 1st and 2nd millennia
AD. In this volume we integrate a wide range of historical, cartographic, archaeological, field-based, and
onomastic data pertaining to early medieval and medieval administrative practices, geographies, and places
of assembly in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, the Faroe Islands, Scotland, and eastern England. This
transnational perspective has enabled a new understanding of the development of power structures in early
medieval northern Europe and the maturation of these systems in later centuries under royal control. In a
series of richly illustrated chapters, we explore the emergence and development of mechanisms for
consensus. We begin with a historiographical exploration of assembly research that sets the intellectual
agenda for the chapters that follow. We then examine the emergence and development of the thing in
Scandinavia and its export to the lands colonised by the Norse. We consider more broadly how assembly
practices may have developed at a local level, yet played a significant role in the consolidation, and at times
regulation, of elite power structures. Presenting a fresh perspective on the agency and power of the thing
and cognate types of local and regional assembly, this interdisciplinary volume provides an invaluable, indepth insight into the people, places, laws, and consensual structures that shaped the early medieval and
medieval kingdoms of northern Europe.
Middle Saxon' Settlement and Society: The Changing Rural Communities of Central and Eastern
England - Duncan Wright 2015-05-31
This book explores the experiences of rural communities who lived between the seventh and ninth centuries
in central and eastern England. Combining archaeology with documentary, place-name and topographic
evidences, it provides unique insight into social, economic and political conditions in 'Middle Saxon'
England.
The Oxford Handbook of Anglo-Saxon Archaeology - Helena Hamerow 2011-03-31
Written by a team of experts and presenting the results of the most up-to-date research, The Handbook of
Anglo-Saxon Archaeology will both stimulate and support further investigation into a society poised at the
interface between prehistory and history.
Fen and Sea - I.G. Simmons 2022-01-31
Reknown environmental archaeologist Ian Simmons synthesises detailed research into the landscape
history of the coastal area of Lincolnshire between Boston and Skegness and its hinterland of Tofts, Low
Grounds and Fen as far as the Wolds. With many excellent illustrations Simmons chronicles the ways in
which this low coast, backed by a wet fen, has been managed to display a set of landscapes which have
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significant differences that contradict the common terminology of uniformity, calling the area 'flat' or
everywhere from Cleethorpes to Kings Lynn as 'the fens'. These usually labelled 'flat' areas of East
Lincolnshire between Mablethorpe and Boston are in fact a mosaic of subtly different landscapes. They
have become that way largely due to the human influences derived from agriculture and industry. Between
the beginning of Norman rule and the advent of pumped drainage, a number of significant changes took
place. Foremost was the reclamation of land from the sea, which took place in both medieval times and the
early modern decades. Part of the sequence along the coast of The Wash was due to land creation from the
wastes of the salt industry. Next in importance was the management of the East Fen, both for its resources
(mostly of a biological nature) and to keep it from flooding the surrounding lands and settlements. All these
changes required a knowledge of water management that depended upon gravity until the coming of the
drainage mill towards 1700. This area of Lincolnshire has been largely ignored by recent practitioners of
historical geography, landscape history and archaeology alike, so one aim has been to accumulate as much
data as possible from a variety of sources: documents, digs, aerial imagery, maps and fieldwork dominate.
The project has accumulated information from Roman times until the beginnings of fossil-fuel powered
drainage. This book would be first on this particular region and the first of its kind in trying to bring
together both scientific data and documentary evidence including medieval and early modern documents
from the National Archive, Lincolnshire Archives, Bethlem Hospital and Magdalen College Oxford, to
explore the little-known archives of regional interest, such as that of the Bethlem Royal Hospital.
The Archaeology of the 11th Century - Dawn M Hadley 2017-02-10
The Archaeology of the 11th Century addresses many key questions surrounding this formative period of
English history and considers conditions before 1066 and how these changed. The impact of the Conquest
of England by the Normans is the central focus of the book, which not only assesses the destruction and
upheaval caused by the invading forces, but also examines how the Normans contributed to local culture,
religion, and society. The volume explores a range of topics including food culture, funerary practices, the
development of castles and their impact, and how both urban and rural life evolved during the 11th
century. Through its nuanced approach to the complex relationships and regional identities which
characterised the period, this collection stimulates renewed debate and challenges some of the longstanding myths surrounding the Conquest. Presenting new discoveries and fresh ideas in a readable style
with numerous illustrations, this interdisciplinary book is an invaluable resource for those interested in the
archaeology, history, geography, art, and literature of the 11th century.
Things and Thingness in European Literature and Visual Art, 700–1600 - Jutta Eming 2021-12-06
The eleven chapters in this international volume draw on a variety of theoretical and methodological
approaches to focus our attention on medieval and early modern things (ca. 700–1600). The range of things
includes actual objects (the Altenburg Crucifixion, a copy of Hieronymus Brunschwig’s Liber de arte
distillandi, a pilgrim’s letter), imagined objects (a prayed cloak for the Virgin Mary), and narrative objects
in texts (the Alliterative Morte Arthure, the Ordene de Chevalerie, Hartmann von Aue’s Erec, Heinrich of
Neustadt’s Apollonius of Tyre, Luís de Camões’s Os Lusíadas, and the vita of Saint Guthlac). Each in its own
way, the papers consider how things do what they do in texts and art, often foregrounding the intersection
between the material and the immaterial by exploring such questions as how things act, how they express
power, and how texts and images represent them. Medieval and early modern things are repeatedly shown
to be more than symbolic or passive, they are agentive and determinative in both their intra- and
extradiegetic worlds. The things that are addressed in this volume are varied and are embedded, or
entangled, in different contexts and societies, and yet they share a concerted engagement in human life.
Medieval Rural Settlement - Hajnalka Herold 2021-02-15
Medieval Rural Settlement: Britain and Ireland, AD 800-1600 is a major assessment and review of the
origins, forms and evolutions of medieval rural settlement in Britain and Ireland across the period c. AD
800-1600. It offers a comprehensive analysis of early to late medieval settlement, land use, economics and
population, bringing together evidence drawn from archaeological excavations and surveys, historical
geographical analysis and documentary and place-name study. It is intended to be the flagship publication
of the Medieval Settlement Research Group (MSRG) which has a long and distinguished history of
exploring, debating and promoting research and offers systematic appraisal of 60 years' work across the
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whole field of medieval settlement, designed to inspire the next generation of researchers. Part I comprises
a set of papers exploring the history of medieval rural settlement research in Britain and Ireland, the
evolving methodologies, the roots of the medieval landscape and the place of power in these settlements
and landscapes. Part II presents an extensive series of regional and national reviews detailing contexts,
histories of study, forms, evolutions and future research needs. These extensive contributions also include
"feature boxes" on key themes, sites to visit and main excavations in the study areas discussed. A final
section provides guidance on how to research and study medieval rural sites - from laptop to test-pit.
Extensively illustrated in colour and black and white, and written by expert contributors, the volume
includes a comprehensive, integrated bibliography and an index. Medieval Rural Settlement: Britain and
Ireland, AD 800-1600 will be essential reading for everyone researching and interested in medieval
settlements and the medieval rural landscape.
The Emergence of the English - Susan Oosthuizen 2019
This book takes a critical approach to the dominant explanation for the transformation from post-Roman to
'Anglo-Saxon' society in Britain from the fifth to the eighth century: that change resulted from north-west
European immigration into Britain. After testing this paradigm, the author explores the increasing amount
of evidence for the gradual evolution of late Roman into early medieval England, and suggests some new
directions for research that may lead to the development of more holistic explanatory models.
Animal Bones and Archaeology - Polydora Baker 2019-06
This handbook provides advice on best practice for the recovery, publication and archiving of animal bones
and teeth from Holocene archaeological sites (ie from approximately the last 10,000 years). It has been
written for local authority archaeology advisors, consultants, museum curators, project managers,
excavators and zooarchaeologists, with the aim of ensuring that approaches are suitable and cost-effective.
Faxton - Lawrence Butler 2020-09-08
The village of Faxton in Northamptonshire was only finally deserted in the second half of the 20th century.
Shortly afterwards, between 1966 and 1968, its medieval crofts were investigated under the direction of
archaeologist Lawrence Butler. At the time this was one of the most ambitious excavations of a deserted
medieval settlement to have been conducted and, although the results were only published as interim
reports and summaries, Butler’s observations at Faxton were to have significant influence on the growing
academic and popular literature about village origins and desertion and the nature of medieval peasant
crofts and buildings. In contrast to regions with abundant building stone, Faxton revealed archaeological
evidence of a long tradition of earthen architecture in which so-called ‘mud-walling’ was successfully
combined with other structural materials. The ‘rescue’ excavations at Faxton were originally promoted by
the Deserted Medieval Village Research Group and funded by the Ministry of Public Buildings and Works
after the extensive earthworks at the site came under threat from agriculture. Three areas were excavated
covering seven crofts. In 1966 Croft 29 at the south-east corner of the village green revealed a single croft
in detail with its barns, yards and corn driers; in 1967 four crofts were examined together in the north-west
corner of the village in an area badly damaged by recent ploughing and, finally, an area immediately east of
the church was opened up in 1968. In all, some 4000m2 were investigated in 140 days over three seasons.
The post-excavation process for Faxton was beset by delay. Of the 12 chapters presented in this
monograph, only two were substantially complete at the time of the director’s death in 2014. The others
have had to be pieced together from interim summaries, partial manuscripts, sound recordings,
handwritten notes and on-site records. Building on this evidence, a new team of scholars have reconsidered the findings in order to set the excavations at Faxton into the wider context of modern research.
Their texts reflect on the settlement’s disputed pre-Conquest origins, probable later re-planning and
expansion, the reasons behind the decline and abandonment of the village, the extraordinary story behind
the destruction of its church, the development of the open fields and the enclosure process, as well as new
evidence about Faxton’s buildings and the finds discovered there. Once lauded, then forgotten, the
excavations at Faxton now make a new contribution to our knowledge of medieval life and landscape in the
East Midlands.
Conquered - Eleanor Parker 2022-02-24
"Outstanding." - The Sunday Times "Beautifully written." The Times "Superbly adroit." The Spectator
the-anglo-saxon-fenland-windgather

"Excellent." BBC History Magazine The Battle of Hastings and its aftermath nearly wiped out the leading
families of Anglo-Saxon England – so what happened to the children this conflict left behind? Conquered
offers a fresh take on the Norman Conquest by exploring the lives of those children, who found themselves
uprooted by the dramatic events of 1066. Among them were the children of Harold Godwineson and his
brothers, survivors of a family shattered by violence who were led by their courageous grandmother Gytha
to start again elsewhere. Then there were the last remaining heirs of the Anglo-Saxon royal line – Edgar
Ætheling, Margaret, and Christina – who sought refuge in Scotland, where Margaret became a beloved
queen and saint. Other survivors, such as Waltheof of Northumbria and Fenland hero Hereward, became
legendary for rebelling against the Norman conquerors. And then there were some, like Eadmer of
Canterbury, who chose to influence history by recording their own memories of the pre-conquest world.
From sagas and saints' lives to chronicles and romances, Parker draws on a wide range of medieval sources
to tell the stories of these young men and women and highlight the role they played in developing a new
Anglo-Norman society. These tales – some reinterpreted and retold over the centuries, others carelessly
forgotten over time – are ones of endurance, adaptation and vulnerability, and they all reveal a generation
of young people who bravely navigated a changing world and shaped the country England was to become.
The Moral Economy of the Countryside - Rosamond Faith 2019-10-31
Shows the 'moral economy' of early medieval England transformed by 'feudal thinking' in the aftermath of
the Norman Conquest.
A Cultural History of Objects in the Medieval Age - Julie Lund 2022-08-31
A Cultural History of Objects in the Medieval Age covers the period 500 to 1400, examining the creation,
use and understanding of human-made objects and their consequences and impacts. The power and agency
of objects significantly evolved over this time. Exploring objects and artefacts within art, technology, and
everyday life, the volume challenges our understanding of both life worlds and object worlds in medieval
society. The 6 volume set of the Cultural History of Objects examines how objects have been created, used,
interpreted and set loose in the world over the last 2500 years. Over this time, the West has developed
particular attitudes to the material world, at the centre of which is the idea of the object. The themes
covered in each volume are objecthood; technology; economic objects; everyday objects; art; architecture;
bodily objects; object worlds. Julie Lund is Associate Professor at the University of Oslo, Norway. Sarah
Semple is Professor at Durham University, UK. Volume 2 in the Cultural History of Objects set. General
Editors: Dan Hicks and William Whyte
The Medieval Fenland - H. C. Darby 2011-08-11
This 1940 book, together with its companion volume, constitutes an attempt to outline the changing
conditions of a fascinating region. The text is ambitious in scope, reflecting the author's position as a
historical geographer, and covers a broad range of disciplinary perspectives, ranging from geology to socioeconomic analysis.
Surveying the Domesday Book - Simon Keith 2022-04-30
This is an analysis of the Domesday Book from the perspective of a surveyor and valuer. Most of the
logistical problems encountered by the Domesday surveyors are universal. The main aim of this work is to
calculate a timetable for the creation of the Domesday survey. In order to do so, it is necessary to analyze
the text and to use reverse engineering to determine the surveys purpose, what data was collected, the
volume of it and how it was used. Clearly, the purpose was fiscal because the text and the format of the
data are not usable as either a land register or an estate management terrier. The data captured are much
more narrowly based than usually acknowledged. It is land-based and excludes the built environment. It is
not a complete record of either the agricultural workforce or livestock numbers. Logistics indicate that the
survey could not have been fully completed within the year of 1086. It is highly likely that substantial
preparatory work had been done before the Christmas meeting in 1085. The final version in a single hand
could not have been completed before King Williams death in September 1087. The Domesday survey was
a revaluation of the hidage assessment system using the same underlying concept and the same
administrative machinery, but updating the data and adding monetary values. Although the survey provided
a sound cadastre, it was never used to collect tax directly. It was therefore a fiscal failure.
The Anglo-Saxon Fenland - Susan Oosthuizen 2017-06-22
5/6

Downloaded from wedgefitting.clevelandgolf.com on by guest

New interdisciplinary history of the Anglo-Saxon fenland combining historical, ecological and
archaeological data
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Wolves in Beowulf and Other Old English Texts - Elizabeth Marshall 2022-07-19
A fresh and sympathetic investigation of the depiction of wolves in early medieval literature, recuperating
their reputation.
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