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The Anglo-Saxons - Marc Morris 2021-05-25
A sweeping and original history of the Anglo-Saxons by national bestselling author Marc Morris. Sixteen
hundred years ago Britain left the Roman Empire and swiftly fell into ruin. Grand cities and luxurious villas
were deserted and left to crumble, and civil society collapsed into chaos. Into this violent and unstable
world came foreign invaders from across the sea, and established themselves as its new masters. The
Anglo-Saxons traces the turbulent history of these people across the next six centuries. It explains how
their earliest rulers fought relentlessly against each other for glory and supremacy, and then were almost
destroyed by the onslaught of the vikings. It explores how they abandoned their old gods for Christianity,
established hundreds of churches and created dazzlingly intricate works of art. It charts the revival of
towns and trade, and the origins of a familiar landscape of shires, boroughs and bishoprics. It is a tale of
famous figures like King Offa, Alfred the Great and Edward the Confessor, but also features a host of lesser
known characters - ambitious queens, revolutionary saints, intolerant monks and grasping nobles. Through
their remarkable careers we see how a new society, a new culture and a single unified nation came into
being. Drawing on a vast range of original evidence - chronicles, letters, archaeology and artefacts renowned historian Marc Morris illuminates a period of history that is only dimly understood, separates the
truth from the legend, and tells the extraordinary story of how the foundations of England were laid.
Great Battles of History for DBA 3 - Joe Collins

who laid the political foundations of England - Offa of Mercia, Alfred the Great, Athelstan, and William the
Conqueror, whose victory at Hastings in 1066 marked the end of Anglo-Saxon England. Reflecting recent
historical, textual and archaeological research, this revised edition of Michael Wood's classic book
overturns preconceptions of the Dark Ages as a shadowy and brutal era, showing them to be a richly
exciting and formative period in the history of Britain. 'With In Search of the Dark Ages, Michael Wood
wrote the book for history on TV.' The Times 'Michael Wood is the maker of some of the best TV
documentaries ever made on history and archaeology.' Times Literary Supplement
Viking Warrior vs Anglo-Saxon Warrior - Gareth Williams 2017-08-24
In the two centuries before the Norman invasion of England, Anglo-Saxon and Viking forces clashed
repeatedly in bloody battles across the country. Repeated Viking victories in the 9th century led to their
settlement in the north of the country, but the tide of war ebbed and flowed until the final Anglo-Saxon
victory before the Norman Conquest. Using stunning artwork, this book examines in detail three battles
between the two deadly foes: Ashdown in 871 which involved the future Alfred the Great; Maldon in 991
where an Anglo-Saxon army sought to counter a renewed Viking threat; and Stamford Bridge in 1066, in
which King Harold Godwinesson abandoned his preparations to repel the expected Norman invasion in
order to fight off Harald Hard-Counsel of Norway. Drawing upon historical accounts from both English and
Scandinavian sources and from archaeological evidence, Gareth Williams presents a detailed comparison of
the weaponry, tactics, strategies and underlying military organization of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, and
considers the developments which took place on both sides in the two centuries of Viking incursions into
Anglo-Saxon England.
Athelstan (Penguin Monarchs) - Tom Holland 2016-06-30
The formation of England occurred against the odds: an island divided into rival kingdoms, under savage
assault from Viking hordes. But, after King Alfred ensured the survival of Wessex and his son Edward
expanded it, his grandson Athelstan inherited the rule of both Mercia and Wessex, conquered Northumbria
and was hailed as Rex totius Britanniae: 'King of the whole of Britain'. Tom Holland recounts this
extraordinary story with relish and drama, transporting us back to a time of omens, raven harbingers and
blood-red battlefields. As well as giving form to the figure of Athelstan - devout, shrewd, all too aware of the
precarious nature of his power, especially in the north - he introduces the great figures of the age,
including Alfred and his daughter Aethelflaed, 'Lady of the Mercians', who brought Athelstan up at the
Mercian court. Making sense of the family rivalries and fractious conflicts of the Anglo-Saxon rulers,
Holland shows us how a royal dynasty rescued their kingdom from near-oblivion and fashioned a nation that
endures to this day.
The Norman Conquest - Marc Morris 2022-09-13
A riveting and authoritative history of the single most important event in English history: The Norman
Conquest. An upstart French duke who sets out to conquer the most powerful and unified kingdom in
Christendom. An invasion force on a scale not seen since the days of the Romans. One of the bloodiest and
most decisive battles ever fought. This new history explains why the Norman Conquest was the most
significant cultural and military episode in English history. Assessing the original evidence at every turn,
Marc Morris goes beyond the familiar outline to explain why England was at once so powerful and yet so
vulnerable to William the Conqueror’s attack. Morris writes with passion, verve, and scrupulous concern for

Edward the Elder - Michael John Key 2019-03-15
The first biography of Alfred the Great's son, the forgotten king who was crucial to uniting England.
King Cnut and the Viking Conquest of England 1016 - W. B. Bartlett 2016-10-15
The first ever full biography of England's Viking king and how he conquered England.
The Seleucid Army of Antiochus the Great - Jean Charl Du Plessis 2022-04-30
*The Seleucid Empire was a superpower of the Hellenistic Age, the largest and most powerful of the
Successor States, and it’s army was central to the maintenance of that power. Antiochus III campaigned,
generally successfully, from the Mediterranean to India, earning the sobriquet 'the Great'. Jean Charl Du
Plessis has produced the most in depth study available in English devoted to the troop types, weapons and
armor of Antiochus’ army. He combines the most recent historical research and latest archaeological
evidence with a strong element of reconstructive archaeology, that is the making and using of replica
equipment. Sections cover the regular, Hellenistic-style core of the army, the auxiliaries from across the
Empire and mercenaries, as well as the terror weapons of elephants and scythed chariots. Weapons and
armor considered in great detail, including, for example, useful data on the performance of slings and the
wounds they could inflict, drawing on modern testing and the author’s own experience. The army’s
performance in its many battles, sieges and campaigns is analysed and assessed.
In Search of the Dark Ages - Michael Wood 2015-05-14
This edition of Michael Wood's groundbreaking first book explores the fascinating and mysterious centuries
between the Romans and the Norman Conquest of 1066. In Search of the Dark Ages vividly conjures up
some of the most famous names in British history, such as Queen Boadicea, leader of a terrible war of
resistance against the Romans, and King Arthur, the 'once and future king', for whose riddle Wood
proposes a new and surprising solution. Here too, warts and all, are the Saxon, Viking and Norman kings
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historical accuracy. This is the definitive account for our times of an extraordinary story, indeed the pivotal
moment in the shaping of the English nation.
The Castle in the Wars of the Roses - Dan Spencer 2020-12-02
The first major study of the role of the castle in the Wars of the Roses. The Wars of the Roses is one of the
most dramatic and fascinating periods in medieval history. Much has been written about the leading
personalities, bitter dynastic rivalries, political intrigues, and the rapid change of fortune on the battlefields
of England and Wales. However, there is one aspect that has been often overlooked, the role of castles in
the conflict. Dan Spencer’s original study traces their use from the outbreak of civil war in the reign of
Henry VI in the 1450s to the triumph of Henry VII some thirty years later. Using a wide range of narrative,
architectural, financial and administrative sources, he sheds new light on the place of castles within the
conflict, demonstrating their importance as strategic and logistical centers, bases for marshaling troops,
and as fortresses Dan Spencer’s book provides a fascinating contribution to the literature on the Wars of
the Roses and to the study of siege warfare in the Middle Ages.
The Warrior Queen - Joanna Arman 2017-05-15
The story of a medieval Boudicca, Alfred the Great's daughter, and her struggle to restore her people and
reclaim their land
Medieval York - D. M. Palliser 2014
Provides a comprehensive history of what is now considered England's most famous surviving medieval
city, covering nearly a thousand years
Armies of Anglo-Saxon England 4101066 - Gabriele Esposito 2023-01-30
In the early 5th century, Germanic Angles, Saxons and Jutes crossed the North Sea in increasing numbers
and began settling among the ruins of the former Roman province of Britannia. This led to centuries of
warfare as these 'Anglo-Saxons' carved new, independent kingdoms at the point of the sword, fighting the
native Britons and each other. From the late eighth century they also had to face the threat of the Vikings,
at first as opportunistic raiders but increasingly bent on conquest. The last Viking invasion was defeated by
Harold Godwinson at Stamford Bridge but he was defeated by the Normans in that same fatal year of 1066,
ending the Anglo-Saxon Age. Gabriele Esposito gives an overview of Anglo-Saxon military history, narrating
the great campaigns, such as those of Alfred the Great of Wessex and Harold Godwinson. He discusses in
detail the composition of Anglo-Saxon forces, their tactics, weapons and equipment, detailing developments
across the period. The informative, accessible text is supported by dozens of color images showing replica
Saxon war gear in use.
Alfred's Wars - Ryan Lavelle 2012
Collection of source material and crucial interpretations, offering a comprehensive guide to Anglo-Saxon
warfare.
Danes in Wessex - Ryan Lavelle 2015-11-30
There have been many studies of the Scandinavians in Britain, but this is the first collection of essays to be
devoted solely to their engagement with Wessex. New work on the early Middle Ages, not least the
excavations of mass graves associated with the Viking Age in Dorset and Oxford, drew attention to the gaps
in our understanding of the wider impact of Scandinavians in areas of Britain not traditionally associated
with them. Here, a multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary approach to the problems of their study is
presented. While there may not have been the same degree of impact, discernible particularly in placenames and archaeology, as in those areas of Britain which had substantial influxes of Scandinavian settlers,
Wessex was a major theater of the Viking wars in the reigns of Alfred and Æthelred Unræd. Two major
topics, the Viking wars and the Danish landowning elite, figure strongly in this collection but are shown not
to be the sole reasons for the presence of Danes, or items associated with them, in Wessex.
Multidisciplinary approaches evoke Vikings and Danes not just through the written record, but through
their impact on real and imaginary landscapes and via the objects they owned or produced. The papers
raise wider questions too, such as when did aggressive Vikings morph into more acceptable Danes, and
what issues of identity were there for natives and incomers in a province whose founders were believed to
have also come from North Sea areas, if not from parts of Denmark itself? Readers can continue for
themselves aspects of these broader debates that will be stimulated by this fascinating and significant
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series of studies by both established scholars and new researchers.
The House of Godwin - Michael John Key 2022-03-15
The most powerful dynasty behind the throne of Anglo-Saxon England, shedding new light on events such
as the Battle of Hastings.
Lost Gold of the Dark Ages - Caroline Alexander 2011
Presents a history of England from the departure of Roman forces in 450 A. D. to the Norman invasion of
1066, focusing on the gold and silver artifacts of the Staffordshire Hoard found in 2009 to highlight the
events and art of the period.
The Age of Athelstan - Paul Hill 2004
In an age of evocative names like Eric Bloodaxe and Egil Skallagrimson, one name has been lost in the
mists of time: that of Athelstan, ruler of all Britain. From the first raids of the Vikings on the shores of
Britain and Ireland, the book traces the response to the threat across the Anglo-Saxon and Celtic worlds.
The rise of the kingdom of the Anglo-Saxons, and later, of the English, built from the debris of Viking
destruction, is analysed in detail and compared to the struggle for independence in Northumbria.
Knights Templar at War, 1120-1312 - Paul Hill 2018
There are many books about the Knights Templar, the medieval military order which played a key role in
the crusades against the Muslims in the Holy Land, the Iberian peninsula and elsewhere in Europe. What is
seldom explored is the military context in which they operated, and that is why Paul Hill's highly illustrated
study is so timely, for he focuses on how this military order prosecuted its wars. The order was founded as a
response to attacks on pilgrims in the Holy Land, and it was involved in countless battles and sieges, always
at the forefront of crusading warfare. This absorbing study examines why they were such an important
aspect of medieval warfare on the frontiers of Christendom for nearly two hundred years. Paul Hill shows
how they were funded and supplied, how they organized their forces on campaign and on the battlefield
and the strategies and tactics they employed in the various theaters of warfare in which they fought.
Templar leadership, command and control are examined, and sections cover their battles and campaigns,
fortifications and castles.
The Anglo-Saxons at War, 800–1066 - Paul Hill 2012-07-19
In the time of the great Anglo-Saxon kings like Alfred and Athelstan, thelred and Edmund Ironside, what
was warfare really like how were the armies organized, how and why did they fight, how were the warriors
armed and trained, and what was the Anglo-Saxon experience of war? As Paul Hill demonstrates in this
compelling new study, documentary records and the growing body of archaeological evidence allows these
questions to be answered with more authority than ever before. His broad, detailed and graphic account of
the conduct of war in the Anglo-Saxon world in the unstable, violent centuries before the Norman Conquest
will be illuminating reading for anyone who wants to learn about this key stage of medieval history.The role
of violence and war in Anglo-Saxon society is explored, in particular the parts played by the king and the
noblemen, and the means by which, in times of danger, the men of the fyrd were summoned to fight. The
controversial subject of the Anglo-Saxon use of cavalry is also explored. Land and naval warfare are central
sections of Paul Hills book, but he also covers the politics and diplomacy of warfare the conduct of
negotiations, the taking of hostages and the use of treachery.The weapons and armor of the Anglo-Saxons
are described the spears, the scramsaxes, axes, bows, swords, helmets, shields and mail that were
employed in the close-quarter fighting of the day. Among the most valuable sections of the study are those
dealing, in vivid detail, with actual experience of battle and siege with the brutal reality of combat as it is
revealed by campaigns against the Danes, in the battles of Ashdown, Maldon and Stamford Bridge, and
sieges at Reading and Rochester.
Vikings - W. B. Bartlett 2019-11-15
A comprehensive new history of the infamous Vikings. Those men and women raided and traded their way
into history whilst at the same time helping to build new nations in Scandinavia and beyond.
Armies of the Dark Ages - Ian Heath 2015-03-23
Armies of the Dark Ages spans the period from 600 AD to 1066 and describes Byzantine, Sub-Roman,
Pictish, Irish, Visigothic, Lombard, Merovingian, Carolingian, Ottonian, Viking, Russian, Slav, Avar, Khazar,
Magyar, Bulgar, Pecheneg, Ghuzz, Alan, Armenian, Sassanid, Arab, Andalusian, Near Eastern, Saxon,
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Norman, Italian and Spanish armies. It examines tactics and strategy, organisation and formations as well
as providing a detailed guide to the dress and equipment of the armies of the period. Comprehensive
illustrations complement the text and the result is a wealth of information for anyone interested in the
warfare of the time. Long out of print, the book has been a source of inspiration to wargamers and
academic historians alike. It is reprinted here in its complete 1980 second edition with an updated
bibliography.
A Wargamer's Guide to 1066 and the Norman Conquest - Daniel Mersey 2017-03-30
This is one of the first titles in an exciting new series of guides for wargamers. Taking one of the most
pivotal and famous episodes in British military history, it gives a wargamers perspective of the dramatic
events of 1066 and the Norman conquest up to around 1070, and advice on how to recreate these on the
gaming table. Advice is given on factors to consider when choosing an appropriate set of commercially
available rules, or devising your own, to best suit the scale and style of battle you want and capture the
flavor of the period. The relevant ranges of figures and terrain pieces and buildings are also reviewed.
Analysis of the forces involved, organization, tactics and strategies will help with building your armies and
there are interesting scenarios included. Whether this is a new period for you, or you are looking to refresh
your existing interest in the period, this handy guide is sure to hold much if interest for you.
Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms - Claire Breay 2018-10-18
The Anglo-Saxon period stretches from the arrival of Germanic groups on British shores in the early 5th
century to the Norman Conquest of 1066. During these centuries, the English language was used and
written down for the first time, pagan populations were converted to Christianity, and the foundations of
the kingdom of England were laid. This richly illustrated new book - which accompanies a landmark British
Library exhibition - presents Anglo-Saxon England as the home of a highly sophisticated artistic and
political culture, deeply connected with its continental neighbours. Leading specialists in early medieval
history, literature and culture engage with the unique, original evidence from which we can piece together
the story of the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, examining outstanding and beautiful objects such as highlights
from the Staffordshire hoard and the Sutton Hoo burial. At the heart of the book is the British Library's
outstanding collection of Anglo-Saxon manuscripts, the richest source of evidence about Old English
language and literature, including Beowulf and other poetry; the Lindisfarne Gospels, one of Britain's
greatest artistic and religious treasures; the St Cuthbert Gospel, the earliest intact European book; and
historical manuscripts such as Bede's Ecclesiastical History and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. These national
treasures are discussed alongside other, internationally important literary and historical manuscripts held
in major collections in Britain and Europe. This book, and the exhibition it accompanies, chart a fascinating
and dynamic period in early medieval history, and will bring to life our understanding of these formative
centuries.
In Search of Alfred the Great - Edoardo Albert 2014-08-15
The fascinating story of one of England’s most famous monarchs, Alfred the Great, from his birth to the
discovery of a piece of his pelvis in a cardboard box in a museum in Winchester
Early Medieval Britain - Pam J. Crabtree 2018-06-07
Traces the development of towns in Britain from late Roman times to the end of the Anglo-Saxon period
using archaeological data.
The Kingdom of the Anglo-Saxons: The Wars of King Alfred 865-899 - Paul Hill 2022-05-30
In this compelling military and political history of the Anglo-Saxon kingdom, Paul Hill explores England's
birth amidst the devastation and fury of the Danish invasions of the ninth century. He provides insight into
the English response to the new challenges of warfare in these years of turbulence and danger.Alfred the
Great, youngest son of King Æthelwulf, took control of the last surviving Anglo-Saxon kingdom, bringing
Wessex and the 'English' parts of Mercia together into a new 'Kingdom of the Anglo-Saxons'. This is a story
of betrayal and of vengeance, of turncoat oath-breakers and loyal commanders, of battles fought and won
against the odds.But above all, this is the story of how England came into being.Warfare in Alfred's England
changed from attritional set-piece battles to a grander strategic concern. This is explored, demonstrating
how defense-in-depth fortification networks were built across the resurgent kingdom in the wake of Alfred's
victory at Edington in 878. The arrival of new Danish armies into England in the 890s would lead to
the-anglo-saxons-at-war-800-1066

campaigns quite unlike those of the Great Heathen Army of the previous generation.This is a human, as
well as a military story: how a king demonstrated his right to rule was important. Alfred sought to secure
the succession on his son Edward, who led his own forces as a young man in the 890s. But not everybody
was happy in Alfred's England. Despite the ever-present threat from the Danes, the greatest challenge
facing Alfred arose from his own kin, centered deep in the heart of ancient Wessex. Alfred knew very well
that his was not the only branch of the family who claimed a right to rule.
Kings and Kingdoms of Early Anglo-Saxon England - Barbara Yorke 2002-11
Kings and Kingdoms of Early Anglo-Saxon England provides a unique survey of the six major Anglo-Saxon
kingdoms and their royal families, examining the most recent research in this field.
English/British Naval History to 1815 - Eugene L. Rasor 2004
Delivers a comprehensive historiographical and bibliographical survey of academic and printed materials
on the maritime and naval history of England and Great Britain from its earliest times to 1815.
1066 and All that - Walter Carruthers Sellar 1997-03-01
Fortifications in Wessex c. 800–1066 - Ryan Lavelle 2012-10-20
The defence of the 9th-century kingdom of Wessex under King Alfred against the 'Great Viking Army' is one
of the major military achievements of Early Medieval history. While the guerrilla warfare in the Somerset
marshes and the battle of Edington are characteristic of Alfred's military abilities, his definitive physical
achievement was a series of some 30 well-structured fortifications (known as burhs) across the kingdom.
Many of these fortifications survive to this day and some were even reinforced to stand up to German tanks
in the expected invasion of 1940. This title describes their beginnings in the turbulent early years of
Alfred's reign as well as their subsequent development and use.
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle - Rev. James Ingram
The Knights Templar at War, 1120–1312 - Paul Hill 2018-01-30
A look at the famed medieval Catholic order, with an emphasis on military history—includes numerous
illustrations. There are many books about the Knights Templar, the medieval military order which played a
key role in the crusades against the Muslims in the Holy Land, the Iberian peninsula, and elsewhere in
Europe. What is seldom explored is the military context in which they operated. This book focuses on how
this military order prosecuted its wars. The order was founded as a response to attacks on pilgrims in the
Holy Land, and it was involved in countless battles and sieges, always at the forefront of crusading warfare.
This absorbing study examines why they were such an important aspect of medieval warfare on the
frontiers of Christendom for nearly two hundred years. The author shows how they were funded and
supplied, how they organized their forces on campaign and on the battlefield, and the strategies and tactics
they employed in the various theaters of warfare in which they fought. Templar leadership and command
and control are examined, and sections cover their battles and campaigns, fortifications, and castles.
The Fortress Kingdom - Paul Hill 2022-10-30
In this the second part of his four-volume military and political history of the Anglo-Saxon kingdom, Paul
Hill follows the careers of Æthelflæd, Alfred the Great's eldest daughter, and Edward the Elder, Alfred's
eldest son, as they campaigned to expand their rule after Alfred's death. They faced, as Alfred had done, the
full force of Danish hostility during the early years of the tenth century, a period of unrelenting turbulence
and open warfare. But through their military strength, in particular their strategy of fortress building, they
retained their hold on the kingdom and conquered lands which had been under Danish lords for
generations.Æthelflæd's forces captured Derby and Leicester by both force and diplomacy. Edward's power
was always immense. How each of them used forts (burhs) to hold territory, is explored. Fortifications
across central England became key. These included Bridgnorth, Tamworth, Stafford, Warwick, Chirbury
and Runcorn (Æthelflæd) and also Hertford, Witham, Buckingham, Bedford and Maldon (Edward), to name
a few.Paul Hill's absorbing narrative incorporates the latest theories and evidence for the military
organization and capabilities of the Anglo-Saxons and their Danish adversaries. His book gives the reader a
detailed and dramatic insight into a very sophisticated Anglo-Saxon kingdom.
The Norman Commanders - Paul Hill 2015-06-30
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Robert Guiscard, William the Conqueror, Roger I of Sicily and Bohemond Prince of Antioch are just four of
the exceptional Norman commanders who not only led their armies to victory in battle but also, through
military force, created their own kingdoms in the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Their single-minded and
aggressive leadership, and the organization, discipline and fighting qualities of their armies, marked them
out from their Viking forebears and from many of the armed forces that stood against them. Their brilliant
careers, and those of Robert Curthose, William Rufus, Richard I of Capua and Henry I of England, are the
subject of Paul Hill's latest study of medieval warfare.In a narrative packed with detail and insight, and with
a wide-ranging understanding of the fighting methods and military ethos of the period, he traces the course
of their conquests, focusing on them as individual commanders and on their achievements on the
battlefield. The military context of their campaigns, and the conditions of warfare in France and England, in
southern Italy and Sicily, and in the Near East, are vividly described, as are their decisive operations and
sieges among them Hastings, Brmule, Tinchebrai, Civitate, Misilmeri, Dyrrhachium and the Siege of
Antioch.There is no doubt that the Normans' success in war depended upon the leadership qualities and
military capabilities of the commanders as well as the special strengths of the armies they led. Paul Hill's
accessible and authoritative account offers a fascinating portrait of these masters of warfare.
The Maginot Line - J. E. Kaufmann 2011-01-01
"The Maginot Line, the complex system of strongpoints constructed between the world wars by the French
to protect against attack from Germany, is one of the most famous, extensive and controversial defensive
schemes in all military history. It stretched from Belgium to Switzerland, and from Switzerland to the
Mediterranean, and it represented the most advanced and ambitious system of static defenses of its time.
Much of this historic line -- with its fortresses, artillery positions, barbed-wire networks, casemates,
concrete bunkers -- has survived and can be visited today ... The strategic thinking that gave rise to this
enormous feat of military engineering is described, as is the planning, design, and construction of the line -and its operational history. Each of the key sites is described in detail, and visitor information and plans are
provided"--Jacket.
Never Greater Slaughter - Michael Livingston 2021-05-13
'No one has done more than Michael Livingston to revive memories of the battle, and you could not hope
for a better guide.' BERNARD CORNWELL Bestselling author of The Last Kingdom series Late in AD 937,
four armies met in a place called Brunanburh. On one side stood the shield-wall of the expanding kingdom
of the Anglo-Saxons. On the other side stood a remarkable alliance of rival kings – at least two from across
the sea – who'd come together to destroy them once and for all. The stakes were no less than the survival of
the dream that would become England. The armies were massive. The violence, when it began, was enough
to shock a violent age. Brunanburh may not today have the fame of Hastings, Crécy or Agincourt, but those
later battles, fought for England, would not exist were it not for the blood spilled this day. Generations later
it was still called, quite simply, the 'great battle'. But for centuries, its location has been lost. Today, an
extraordinary effort, uniting enthusiasts, historians, archaeologists, linguists, and other researchers –
amateurs and professionals, experienced and inexperienced alike – may well have found the site of the longlost battle of Brunanburh, over a thousand years after its bloodied fields witnessed history. This
groundbreaking new book tells the story of this remarkable discovery and delves into why and how the
battle happened. Most importantly, though, it is about the men who fought and died at Brunanburh, and
how much this forgotten struggle can tell us about who we are and how we relate to our past.
The Anglo-Saxon Fenland - Susan Oosthuizen 2017-06-30
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Archaeologies and histories of the fens of eastern England, continue to suggest, explicitly or by implication,
that the early medieval fenland was dominated by the activities of north-west European colonists in a
largely empty landscape. Using existing and new evidence and arguments, this new interdisciplinary history
of the Anglo-Saxon fenland offers another interpretation. The fen islands and the silt fens show a degree of
occupation unexpected a few decades ago. Dense Romano-British settlement appears to have been followed
by consistent early medieval occupation on every island in the peat fens and across the silt fens, despite the
impact of climatic change. The inhabitants of the region were organised within territorial groups in a
complicated, almost certainly dynamic, hierarchy of subordinate and dominant polities, principalities and
kingdoms. Their prosperous livelihoods were based on careful collective control, exploitation and
management of the vast natural water-meadows on which their herds of cattle grazed. This was a society
whose origins could be found in prehistoric Britain, and which had evolved through the period of Roman
control and into the post-imperial decades and centuries that followed. The rich and complex history of the
development of the region shows, it is argued, a traditional social order evolving, adapting and innovating
in response to changing times.
The Viking Wars of Alfred the Great - Paul Hill 2008-09-18
In the spring of 878 at the Battle of Edington the tide of English history turned. Alfred's decisive defeat of
Guthrum the Dane freed much of the south and west of England from Danish control and brought to a halt
Guthrum's assault on Alfred's Wessex. The battle was the culmination of a long period of preparation by
Alfred in the wilderness - a victory snatched from the jaws of catastrophic defeat. As such, this momentous
turning point around which an entire nation's future pivoted, has given rise to legends and misconceptions
that persist to the present day. Paul Hill, in this stimulating and meticulously researched study, brings
together the evidence of the medieval chronicles and the latest historical and archaeological research to
follow the struggle as it swung across southern England in the ninth century. He dispels the myths that
have grown up around this critical period in English history, and he looks at Alfred's war against the
Vikings with modern eyes.
The Anglo-Saxons at War - PAUL. HILL 2022-12-31
In the time of the great Anglo-Saxon kings like Alfred and Athelstan, Â®thelred and Edmund Ironside, what
was warfare really like Ã how were the armies organized, how and why did they fight, how were the
warriors armed and trained, and what was the Anglo-Saxon experience of war? As Paul Hill demonstrates in
this compelling new study, documentary records and the growing body of archaeological evidence allows
these questions to be answered with more authority than ever before. His broad, detailed and graphic
account of the conduct of war in the Anglo-Saxon world in the unstable, violent centuries before the
Norman Conquest will be illuminating reading for anyone who wants to learn about this key stage of
medieval history. The role of violence and war in Anglo-Saxon society is explored, in particular the parts
played by the king and the noblemen, and the means by which, in times of danger, the men of the fyrd were
summoned to fight. The controversial subject of the Anglo-Saxon use of cavalry is also explored. Land and
naval warfare are central sections of Paul HillÃ*s book, but he also covers the politics and diplomacy of
warfare Ã the conduct of negotiations, the taking of hostages and the use of treachery. The weapons and
armour of the Anglo-Saxons are described Ã the spears, the scramsaxes, axes, bows, swords, helmets,
shields and mail that were employed in the close-quarter fighting of the day. Among the most valuable
sections of the study are those dealing, in vivid detail, with actual experience of battle and siege Ã with the
brutal reality of combat as it is revealed by campaigns against the Danes, in the battles of Ashdown, Maldon
and Stamford Bridge, and sieges at Reading and Rochester.
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