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New Approaches to Greek and Roman
Warfare - Lee L. Brice 2020-02-11
Uses new methodologies, evidence, and topics to
better understand ancient warfare and its place
in culture and history New Approaches to Greek
and Roman Warfare brings together essays from
specialists in ancient history who employ
contemporary tools and approaches to reveal
new evidence and increase knowledge of ancient
militaries and warfare. In-depth yet highly
readable, this volume covers the most recent
trends for understanding warfare, militaries,
soldiers, non-combatants, and their roles in
ancient cultures. Chronologically-organized
chapters explore new methodologies, evidence,
and topics while offering fresh and original
perspectives on recent documentary and
archaeological discoveries. Covering the time
period from Archaic Greece to the Late Roman
Empire, the text asks questions of both new and
re-examined old evidence and discusses the
everyday military life of soldiers and veterans.

Chapters address unique topics such as
neurophysiological explanations for why some
soldiers panic and others do not in the same
battle, Greek society’s handling of combat
trauma in returning veterans, the moral aspects
and human elements of ancient sieges, medical
care in the late Roman Empire, and the personal
experience of military servicemembers and their
families. Each chapter is self-contained to allow
readers to explore topics in any order they
prefer. This book: Features case studies that
examine psychological components of military
service such as morale, panic, recovery, and
trauma Offers discussions of the economics of
paying for warfare in the Greek and Roman
worlds and why Roman soldiers mutinied Covers
examining human remains of ancient conflict,
including interesting photos Discusses the role
of women in families and as victims and
addresses issues related to women and war
Places discussions in the broader context of new
wave military history and includes complete
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bibliographies and further reading suggestions
Providing new material and topical focus, New
Approaches to Greek and Roman Warfare is an
ideal text for Greek History or Roman History
courses, particularly those focusing on ancient
warfare, as well as scholars and general readers
with interest in the ancient militaries.
Ancient Taxation - Jonathan Valk 2021-08-24
A collection of studies that explores the
extractive systems of eleven ancient states and
societies from across the ancient world Ancient
Taxation is a collection of studies that explores
the extractive systems of eleven ancient states
and societies from across the ancient world,
ranging from Bronze Age China to Anglo-Saxon
Britain. The contributors discuss the inherent
challenges of taxation in predominantly agropastoral societies, including basic tax strategy
(e.g., taxing goods vs. labor, in-kind vs. money
taxes, etc.); the mechanics of assessment and
collection; and the politics of negotiating the
cooperation of social, economic, and political
élites and other important social groups. In
assembling a broad range of studies, this book
sheds new light on the commonalities and
differences between ancient taxation systems,
and so on the broader fiscal and institutional
practices of antiquity. It also provides new
impetus for further comparative research into
extractive practices across ancient societies and
between antiquity and recent historical periods.
The book will be of interest to those studying
ancient social and economic history, the history
of social organization, and the history of ancient
Greece and Rome, Egypt, the Ancient Near East,
or ancient China.
Quantifying the Roman Economy - Alan Bowman
2009-06-25
This collection of essays is the first volume in a
new series, Oxford Studies on the Roman
Economy. Edited by the series editors, it focuses
on the economic performance of the Roman
empire, analysing the extent to which Roman
political domination of the Mediterranean and
north-west Europe created the conditions for the
integration of agriculture, production, trade, and
commerce across the regions of the empire.
Using the evidence of both documents and
archaeology, the contributors suggest how we
can derive a quantified account of economic
growth and contraction in the period of the

empire's greatest extent and prosperity.
The Way and the Word - Geoffrey Ernest
Richard Lloyd 2002-01-01
The rich civilizations of ancient China and
Greece built sciences of comparable
sophistication-each based on different
foundations of concept, method, and
organization. In this engrossing book, two worldrenowned scholars compare the cosmology,
science, and medicine of China and Greece
between 400 B.C. and A.D. 200, casting new
light not only on the two civilizations but also on
the evolving character of science. Sir Geoffrey
Lloyd and Nathan Sivin investigate the
differences between the thinkers in the two
civilizations: what motivated them, how they
understood the cosmos and the human body,
how they were educated, how they made a
living, and whom they argued with and why. The
authors' new method integrally compares social,
political, and intellectual patterns and
connections, demonstrating how all affected and
were affected by ideas about cosmology and the
physical world. They relate conceptual
differences in China and Greece to the diverse
ways that intellectuals in the two civilizations
earned their living, interacted with fellow
inquirers, and were involved with structures of
authority. By A.D. 200 the distinctive scientific
strengths of both China and Greece showed
equal potential for theory and practice. Lloyd
and Sivin argue that modern science evolved not
out of the Greek tradition alone but from the
strengths of China, Greece, India, Islam, and
other civilizations, which converged first in the
Muslim world and then in Renaissance Europe.
Ancient Worlds - Michael Scott 2016-11-01
"As panoramic as it is learned, this is ancient
history for our globalized world." Tom Holland,
author of Dynasty and Rubicon Twenty-fivehundred years ago, civilizations around the
world entered a revolutionary new era that
overturned old order and laid the foundation for
our world today. In the face of massive social
changes across three continents, radical new
forms of government emerged; mighty wars
were fought over trade, religion, and ideology;
and new faiths were ruthlessly employed to unify
vast empires. The histories of Rome and China,
Greece and India-the stories of Constantine and
Confucius, Qin Shi Huangdi and Hannibal-are
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here revealed to be interconnected incidents in
the midst of a greater drama. In Ancient Worlds,
historian Michael Scott presents a gripping
narrative of this unique age in human
civilization, showing how diverse societies
responded to similar pressures and how they
influenced one another: through conquest and
conversion, through trade in people, goods, and
ideas. An ambitious reinvention of our grandest
histories, Ancient Worlds reveals new truths
about our common human heritage. "A bold and
imaginative page-turner that challenges ideas
about the world of antiquity." Peter Frankopan,
author of The Silk Roads
Ancient Egypt and Early China - Anthony J
Barbieri-Low 2021-06-17
Although they existed more than a millennium
apart, the great civilizations of New Kingdom
Egypt (ca. 1548-1086 BCE) and Han dynasty
China (206 BCE-220 CE) shared intriguing
similarities. Both were centered around major,
flood-prone rivers--the Nile and the Yellow River-and established complex hydraulic systems to
manage their power. Both spread their
territories across vast empires that were
controlled through warfare and diplomacy and
underwent periods of radical reform led by
charismatic rulers--the "heretic king" Akhenaten
and the vilified reformer Wang Mang. Universal
justice was dispensed through courts, and each
empire was administered by bureaucracies
staffed by highly trained scribes who held
special status. Egypt and China each developed
elaborate conceptions of an afterlife world and
created games of fate that facilitated access to
these realms. This groundbreaking volume offers
an innovative comparison of these two
civilizations. Through a combination of textual,
art historical, and archaeological analyses,
Ancient Egypt and Early China reveals shared
structural traits of each civilization as well as
distinctive features.
Heaven Is Empty - Filippo Marsili 2018-11-01
Offers a new perspective on the relationship
between religion and the creation of the first
Chinese empires. Heaven Is Empty offers a new
comparative perspective on the role of the
sacred in the formation of China’s early empires
(221 BCE–9 CE) and shows how the unification
of the Central States was possible without a
unitary and universalistic conception of religion.

The cohesive function of the ancient
Mediterranean cult of the divinized ruler was
crucial for the legitimization of Rome’s empire
across geographical and social boundaries.
Eventually reelaborated in Christian terms, it
came to embody the timelessness and
universality of Western conceptions of legitimate
authority, while representing an analytical
template for studying other ancient empires.
Filippo Marsili challenges such approaches in
his examination of the reign of Emperor Wu of
the Han (141–87 BCE). Wu purposely drew from
regional traditions and tried to gain the support
of local communities through his patronage of
local cults. He was interested in rituals that
envisioned the monarch as a military leader, who
directly controlled the land and its resources, as
a means for legitimizing radical administrative
and economic centralization. In reconstructing
this imperial model, Marsili reinterprets
fragmentary official accounts in light of material
evidence and noncanonical and recently
excavated texts. In bringing to life the courts,
battlefields, markets, shrines, and pleasure
quarters of early imperial China, Heaven Is
Empty provides a postmodern and postcolonial
reassessment of “religion” before the arrival of
Buddhism and challenges the application of
Greco-Roman and Abrahamic systemic,
identitary, and exclusionary notions of the
“sacred” to the analysis of pre-Christian and
non-Western realities. Filippo Marsili is
Associate Professor of History at Saint Louis
University.
Rome and China - Walter Scheidel 2009-02-05
Acknowledgments. List of maps, figures, and
tables. Notes on contributors. Chronology.
Maps. Introduction, Walter Scheidel. 1. From the
"Great Convergence" to the "First Great
Divergence:" Roman and Qin Han State
Formation and its Aftermath, Walter Scheidel. 2.
War, State Formation, and the Evolution of
Military Institutions in Ancient China and Rome,
Nathan Rosenstein. 3. Law and Punishment in
the Formation of Empire, Karen Turner. 4.
Eunuchs, Women, and Imperial Courts, Maria
Dettenhofer. 5. Commanding and Consuming the
World: Empire, Tribute, and Trade in Roman and
Chine.
Ancient Greece and China Compared - G. E. R.
Lloyd 2018-01-11
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Ancient Greece and China Compared is a
pioneering, methodologically sophisticated set of
studies, bringing together scholars who all share
the conviction that the sustained critical
comparison and contrast between ancient
societies can bring to light significant aspects of
each that would be missed by focusing on just
one of them. The topics tackled include key
issues in philosophy and religion, in art and
literature, in mathematics and the life sciences
(including gender studies), in agriculture, city
planning and institutions. The volume also
analyses how to go about the task of comparing,
including finding viable comparanda and
avoiding the trap of interpreting one culture in
terms appropriate only to another. The book is
set to provide a model for future collaborative
and interdisciplinary work exploring what is
common between ancient civilisations, what is
distinctive of particular ones, and what may help
to account for the latter.
State Power in Ancient China and Rome - Walter
Scheidel 2015
The Chinese and the Romans created the largest
empires of the ancient world. Separated by
thousands of miles of steppe, mountains and sea,
these powerful states developed independently
and with very limited awareness of each other's
existence. This parallel process of state
formation served as a massive natural
experiment in social evolution that provides
unique insight into the complexities of historical
causation. Comparisons between the two
empires shed new light on the factors that led to
particular outcomes and help us understand
similarities and differences in ancient state
formation. The explicitly comparative
perspective adopted in this volume opens up a
dialogue between scholars from different areas
of specialization, encouraging them to address
big questions about the nature of imperial rule.
In a series of interlocking case studies, leading
experts of early China and the ancient
Mediterranean explore the relationship between
rulers and elite groups, the organization and
funding of government, and the ways in which
urban development reflected the interplay
between state power and communal civic
institutions.0Bureaucratization, famously
associated with Qin and Han China but long less
prominent in the Roman world, receives special

attention as an index of the ambitions and
capabilities of kings and emperors. The volume
concludes with a look at the preconditions for
the emergence of divine rulership. Taken
together, these pioneering contributions lay the
foundations for a systematic comparative history
of early empires.
The Establishment of the Han Empire and
Imperial China - Grant Hardy 2005
Examines the Han empire from political,
geographical, material, and cultural
perspectives.
Receptions of Greek and Roman Antiquity in
East Asia - 2019-01-04
Receptions of Greek and Roman Antiquity in
East Asia broadens the scope of the Western
Classical tradition by offering pioneering
insights (of leading scholars from Europe, East
Asia, and North America) into East Asian
receptions of Greco-Roman Antiquity.
Conceiving the Empire - Fritz-Heiner
Mutschler 2008-11-13
The essays in Conceiving the Empire explore the
mental images, ideas, and symbolical
representations of `empire' which developed in
the two most powerful political entities of
antiquity: China and Rome. While the central
focus is on historiography, other related fields
are also explored: geography and cartography,
epigraphy, art and architecture, and, more
generally, political thought and the history of
ideas. Written by a collaborative team of experts
in Sinology and Classical Studies, the volume
focuses the attention of the emerging discipline
of East-West cross-cultural studies on an
essential feature of the ancient Mediterranean
and Chinese worlds: the emergence of `empire'
and the enduring influence of the `imperial'
order.
Plague and the End of Antiquity - Lester K. Little
2007
In this volume, 12 scholars from various
disciplines - have produced a comprehensive
account of the pandemic's origins, spread, and
mortality, as well as its economic, social,
political, and religious effects.
Landscape and Space - Jaś Elsner 2022
Landscape has been a key theme in world
archaeology and trans-cultural art history over
the last half century, particularly in the study of
painting in art history and in all questions of
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human intervention and the placement of
monuments in the natural world within
archaeology. However, the representation of
landscape has been rather less addressed in the
scholarship of the archaeologically-accessed
visual cultures of the ancient world. The kinds of
reliefs, objects, and paintings discussed here
have a significant purchase on matters
concerned with landscape and space in the
visual sphere, but were discovered within
archaeological contexts and by means of
excavation. Through case studies focused on the
invention of wilderness imagery in ancient
China, the relation of monuments to landscape
in ancient Greece, the place of landscape
painting in Mesoamerican Maya art, and the
construction of sacred landscape across Eurasia
between Stonehenge and the Silk Road via
Pompeii, this book emphasises the importance of
thinking about models of landscape in ancient
art, as well as the value of comparative
approaches in underlining core aspects of the
topic. Notably, it explores questions of space,
both actual and conceptual, including how space
is configured through form and representation.
Making Ancient Cities - Andrew T. Creekmore,
III 2014-04-28
This volume investigates how the structure and
use of space developed and changed in cities,
and examines the role of different societal
groups in shaping urbanism. Culturally and
chronologically diverse case studies provide a
basis to examine recent theoretical and
methodological shifts in the archaeology of
ancient cities. The book's primary goal is to
examine how ancient cities were made by the
people who lived in them. The authors argue
that there is a mutually constituting relationship
between urban form and the actions and
interactions of a plurality of individuals, groups,
and institutions, each with their own motivations
and identities. Space is therefore socially
produced as these agents operate in multiple
spheres.
The Roman Empire in Context - Johann P.
Arnason 2010-12-23
Through a series of original essays by leading
international scholars, The Roman Empire in
Context: Historical and Comparative
Perspectives offers a comparative historical
analysis of the Roman empire’s role and

achievement and, more broadly, establishes
Rome’s significance within comparative studies.
Fills a gap in comparative historical analysis of
the Roman empire’s role and achievement
Features contributions from more than a dozen
distinguished scholars from around the world
Explores the relevance of important
comparativist themes of state, empire, and
civilization to ancient Rome
Empires in World History - Jane Burbank
2021-05-11
How empires have used diversity to shape the
world order for more than two millennia
Empires—vast states of territories and peoples
united by force and ambition—have dominated
the political landscape for more than two
millennia. Empires in World History departs
from conventional European and nation-centered
perspectives to take a remarkable look at how
empires relied on diversity to shape the global
order. Beginning with ancient Rome and China
and continuing across Asia, Europe, the
Americas, and Africa, Jane Burbank and
Frederick Cooper examine empires' conquests,
rivalries, and strategies of domination—with an
emphasis on how empires accommodated,
created, and manipulated differences among
populations. Burbank and Cooper examine Rome
and China from the third century BCE, empires
that sustained state power for centuries. They
delve into the militant monotheism of Byzantium,
the Islamic Caliphates, and the short-lived
Carolingians, as well as the pragmatically
tolerant rule of the Mongols and Ottomans, who
combined religious protection with the politics of
loyalty. Burbank and Cooper discuss the
influence of empire on capitalism and popular
sovereignty, the limitations and instability of
Europe's colonial projects, Russia's repertoire of
exploitation and differentiation, as well as the
"empire of liberty"—devised by American
revolutionaries and later extended across a
continent and beyond. With its investigation into
the relationship between diversity and imperial
states, Empires in World History offers a fresh
approach to understanding the impact of
empires on the past and present.
Early China - Li Feng 2013-12-30
A critical new interpretation of the early history
of Chinese civilization based on the most recent
scholarship and archaeological discoveries.
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Ghosts and Religious Life in Early China Muzhou Pu 2022
"For modern people, ghost stories are no more
than thrilling entertainment. For those living in
antiquity, ghosts were far more serious beings,
as they could affect the life and death of people
and cause endless fear and anxiety. How did
ancient societies imagine what ghosts looked
like, what they could do, and how people could
deal with them? From the vantage point of
modernity, what can we learn about an obscure,
but no less important aspect of an ancient
culture? In this volume, Mu-chou Poo explores
the ghosts of ancient China, the ideas that they
nurtured, and their role in its culture. His study
provides fascinating insights into the interaction
between the idea of ghosts and religious
activities, literary imagination, and social life
devoted to them. Comparing Chinese ghosts
with those of ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia,
Greece, and Rome, Poo also offers a wider
perspective on the role of ghosts in human
history. Mu-Chou Poo is Professor of History at
the Chinese University of Hong Kong. He is the
author of Wine and Wine Offering in the Religion
of Ancient Egypt (2014), In search of Personal
Welfare: A View of Ancient Chinese Religion,
and Daily Life in Ancient China (1998)"-To Become a God - Michael J. Puett 2020-10-26
Evidence from Shang oracle bones to memorials
submitted to Western Han emperors attests to a
long-lasting debate in early China over the
proper relationship between humans and gods.
One pole of the debate saw the human and
divine realms as separate and agonistic and
encouraged divination to determine the will of
the gods and sacrifices to appease and influence
them. The opposite pole saw the two realms as
related and claimed that humans could achieve
divinity and thus control the cosmos. This wideranging book reconstructs this debate and
places within their contemporary contexts the
rival claims concerning the nature of the cosmos
and the spirits, the proper demarcation between
the human and the divine realms, and the types
of power that humans and spirits can exercise. It
is often claimed that the worldview of early
China was unproblematically monistic and that
hence China had avoided the tensions between
gods and humans found in the West. By treating
the issues of cosmology, sacrifice, and self-

divinization in a historical and comparative
framework that attends to the contemporary
significance of specific arguments, Michael J.
Puett shows that the basic cosmological
assumptions of ancient China were the subject of
far more debate than is generally thought.
The Dragon and the Eagle - Sunny Y. Auyang
2014-03-15
This stimulating, uniquely organized, and
wonderfully readable comparison of ancient
Rome and China offers provocative insights to
students and general readers of world history.
The book's narrative is clear, completely jargonfree, strikingly independent, and addresses the
complete cycles of two world empires. The topics
explored include nation formation, state
building, empire building, arts of government,
strategies of superpowers, and decline and fall.
Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late
Antiquity - Nicola Di Cosmo 2018-04-26
Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late
Antiquity offers an integrated picture of Rome,
China, Iran, and the Steppes during a formative
period of world history. In the half millennium
between 250 and 750 CE, settled empires
underwent deep structural changes, while
various nomadic peoples of the steppes (Huns,
Avars, Turks, and others) experienced significant
interactions and movements that changed their
societies, cultures, and economies. This was a
transformational era, a time when Roman,
Persian, and Chinese monarchs were mutually
aware of court practices, and when Christians
and Buddhists criss-crossed the Eurasian lands
together with merchants and armies. It was a
time of greater circulation of ideas as well as
material goods. This volume provides a
conceptual frame for locating these
developments in the same space and time.
Without arguing for uniformity, it illuminates the
interconnections and networks that tied
countless local cultural expressions to farreaching inter-regional ones.
Rome, China, and the Barbarians - Randolph B.
Ford 2020-04-23
This book addresses a largely untouched
historical problem: the fourth to fifth centuries
AD witnessed remarkably similar patterns of
foreign invasion, conquest, and political
fragmentation in Rome and China. Yet while the
Western Roman Empire was never

rome-and-china-comparative-perspectives-on-ancient-world-empires-comparative-perspectives-on-ancient-world-empires-oxford-studies-in-early-empires

6/9

Downloaded from
wedgefitting.clevelandgolf.com on by
guest

reestablished, China was reunified at the end of
the sixth century. Following a comparative
discussion of earlier historiographical and
ethnographic traditions in the classical GrecoRoman and Chinese worlds, the book turns to
the late antique/early medieval period, when the
Western Roman Empire 'fell' and China was
reconstituted as a united empire after centuries
of foreign conquest and political division.
Analyzing the discourse of ethnic identity in the
historical texts of this later period, with original
translations by the author, the book explores the
extent to which notions of Self and Other, of
'barbarian' and 'civilized', help us understand
both the transformation of the Roman world as
well as the restoration of a unified imperial
China.
Rome, China, and the Barbarians - Randolph B.
Ford 2020-04-23
An exploration of ethnological thought in
Greece, Rome, and China and its articulation
during 'barbarian' invasion and conquest.
Eurasian Empires in Antiquity and the Early
Middle Ages - Hyun Jin Kim 2017-10-05
A comparative and interdisciplinary study of
ancient and medieval Eurasian empires using
historical, philological and archaeological
evidence.
The Family in Italy from Antiquity to the
Present - David I. Kertzer 1991-01-01
Provides historical and anthropological
perspectives on the Western family, focusing on
family life in Italy from the Roman Empire to the
present. Topics covered include marriage,
divorce, matchmaking, inheritance, sexual
mores, celibacy, adoption and property rights.
The Limits of Universal Rule - Yuri Pines
2021-01-21
All major continental empires proclaimed their
desire to rule 'the entire world', investing
considerable human and material resources in
expanding their territory. Each, however,
eventually had to stop expansion and come to
terms with a shift to defensive strategy. This
volume explores the factors that facilitated
Eurasian empires' expansion and contraction:
from ideology to ecology, economic and military
considerations to changing composition of the
imperial elites. Built around a common set of
questions, a team of leading specialists
systematically compare a broad set of Eurasian

empires - from Achaemenid Iran, the Romans,
Qin and Han China, via the Caliphate, the
Byzantines and the Mongols to the Ottomans,
Safavids, Mughals, Russians, and Ming and Qing
China. The result is a state-of-the art analysis of
the major imperial enterprises in Eurasian
history from antiquity to the early modern that
discerns both commonalities and differences in
the empires' spatial trajectories.
The Single Life in the Roman and Later
Roman World - Sabine R. Huebner 2019-02-14
Explores single men and women in the Roman
world, their ways of life and their reasons for
remaining unmarried.
Are We Rome? - Cullen Murphy 2008-05-05
What went wrong in imperial Rome, and how we
can avoid it: “If you want to understand where
America stands in the world today, read this.”
—Thomas E. Ricks The rise and fall of ancient
Rome has been on American minds since the
beginning of our republic. Depending on who’s
doing the talking, the history of Rome serves as
either a triumphal call to action—or a dire
warning of imminent collapse. In this
“provocative and lively” book, Cullen Murphy
points out that today we focus less on the Roman
Republic than on the empire that took its place,
and reveals a wide array of similarities between
the two societies (The New York Times). Looking
at the blinkered, insular culture of our capitals;
the debilitating effect of bribery in public life;
the paradoxical issue of borders; and the
weakening of the body politic through various
forms of privatization, Murphy persuasively
argues that we most resemble Rome in the
burgeoning corruption of our government and in
our arrogant ignorance of the world
outside—two things that must be changed if we
are to avoid Rome’s fate. “Are We Rome? is just
about a perfect book. . . . I wish every politician
would spend an evening with this book.” —James
Fallows
Escape from Rome - Walter Scheidel 2021-03-16
The gripping story of how the end of the Roman
Empire was the beginning of the modern world
The fall of the Roman Empire has long been
considered one of the greatest disasters in
history. But in this groundbreaking book, Walter
Scheidel argues that Rome's dramatic collapse
was actually the best thing that ever happened,
clearing the path for Europe's economic rise and
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the creation of the modern age. Ranging across
the entire premodern world, Escape from Rome
offers new answers to some of the biggest
questions in history: Why did the Roman Empire
appear? Why did nothing like it ever return to
Europe? And, above all, why did Europeans
come to dominate the world? In an absorbing
narrative that begins with ancient Rome but
stretches far beyond it, from Byzantium to China
and from Genghis Khan to Napoleon, Scheidel
shows how the demise of Rome and the enduring
failure of empire-building on European soil
launched an economic transformation that
changed the continent and ultimately the world.
Heaven Is Empty - Filippo Marsili 2018-11-01
Offers a new perspective on the relationship
between religion and the creation of the first
Chinese empires. Heaven Is Empty offers a new
comparative perspective on the role of the
sacred in the formation of Chinas early empires
(221 BCE9 CE) and shows how the unification
of the Central States was possible without a
unitary and universalistic conception of religion.
The cohesive function of the ancient
Mediterranean cult of the divinized ruler was
crucial for the legitimization of Romes empire
across geographical and social boundaries.
Eventually reelaborated in Christian terms, it
came to embody the timelessness and
universality of Western conceptions of legitimate
authority, while representing an analytical
template for studying other ancient empires.
Filippo Marsili challenges such approaches in
his examination of the reign of Emperor Wu of
the Han (14187 BCE). Wu purposely drew from
regional traditions and tried to gain the support
of local communities through his patronage of
local cults. He was interested in rituals that
envisioned the monarch as a military leader, who
directly controlled the land and its resources, as
a means for legitimizing radical administrative
and economic centralization. In reconstructing
this imperial model, Marsilire interprets
fragmentary official accounts in light of material
evidence and noncanonical and recently
excavated texts. In bringing to life the courts,
battlefields, markets, shrines, and pleasure
quarters of early imperial China, Heaven Is
Empty provides a postmodern and postcolonial
reassessment of religion before the arrival of
Buddhism and challenges the application of

Greco-Roman and Abrahamic systemic,
identitary, and exclusionary notions of the
sacred to the analysis of pre-Christian and
non-Western realities. Heaven Is Empty is a
tour de force. It reveals Marsilis bold vision of
early Chinese religion and his deft use of critical
theory. The book will inspire scholars of early
China for generations to come.  Miranda
Brown, author of The Politics of Mourning in
Early China and The Art of Medicine in Early
China: The Ancient and Medieval Origins of a
Modern Archive
The Heavens and the Earth: Graeco-Roman,
Ancient Chinese, and Mediaeval Islamic
Images of the World - Vittorio Cotesta
2021-08-16
Vittorio Cotesta’s The Heavens and the Earth
deals with the images of the world peculiar to
the Graeco-Roman, Ancient Chinese and
Medieval Islamic civilisations, each with its own
way of conceiving the universe, life, death,
society, power, humanity and its destiny, while
aspired by a shared universal form of life.
Rulers and Ruled in Ancient Greece, Rome, and
China - Hans Beck 2021-02-04
A comparative study of the ancient
Mediterranean and Han China, seen through the
lens of political culture.
Justinian's Flea - William Rosen 2007
Weaving together evolutionary microbiology,
economics, military strategy, ecology, and
ancient and modern medicine, author Rosen tells
of history's first pandemic--a plague seven
centuries before the Black Death that killed tens
of millions, devastated th
Balance - Glenn Hubbard 2013-05-21
In this groundbreaking book, two economists
explain why economic imbalances cause civil
collapse—and why America could be next. From
the Ming Dynasty to Ottoman Turkey to Imperial
Spain, the Great Powers of the world emerged as
the greatest economic, political, and military
forces of their time—only to collapse into rubble
and memory. What is at the root of their
demise—and how can America stop this pattern
from happening again? A quarter century after
Paul Kennedy's Rise and Fall of the Great
Powers, Glenn Hubbard and Tim Kane present a
bold, sweeping account of why powerful nations
and civilizations break down under the heavy
burden of economic imbalance. Introducing a
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profound new measure of economic power,
Balance traces the triumphs and mistakes of
imperial Britain, the paradox of superstate
California, the long collapse of Rome, and the
limits of the Japanese model of growth. Most
importantly, Hubbard and Kane compare the
twenty-first century United States to the empires
of old and challenge Americans to address the
real problems of our country’s dysfunctional
fiscal imbalance. Without a new economics and
politics of balance, they show the inevitable
demise ahead.
Trade, Commerce, and the State in the Roman
World - Andrew Wilson 2018
In this volume, papers by leading Roman
historians and archaeologists discuss trade
within the Roman Empire and beyond its
frontiers between c.100 BC and AD 350, and the
role of the state in shaping the institutional
framework for trade. Documentary, historical
and archaeological evidence forms the basis of a
novel interdisciplinary approach
Death and Burial in the Roman World - J. M. C.
Toynbee 1996-10-31
The most comprehensive book on Roman burial
practices—now available in paperback Never
before available in paperback, J. M. C. Toynbee's
study is the most comprehensive book on Roman
burial practices. Ranging throughout the Roman
world from Rome to Pompeii, Britain to
Jerusalem—Toynbee's book examines funeral
practices from a wide variety of perspectives.
First, Toynbee examines Roman beliefs about
death and the afterlife, revealing that few
Romans believed in the Elysian Fields of poetic
invention. She then describes the rituals
associated with burial and mourning:
commemorative meals at the gravesite were
common, with some tombs having built-in
kitchens and rooms where family could stay
overnight. Toynbee also includes descriptions of
the layout and finances of cemeteries, the tomb

types of both the rich and poor, and the types of
grave markers and monuments as well as tomb
furnishings.
Disability in Antiquity - Christian Laes
2016-10-04
This volume is a major contribution to the field
of disability history in the ancient world.
Contributions from leading international
scholars examine deformity and disability from a
variety of historical, sociological and theoretical
perspectives, as represented in various media.
The volume is not confined to a narrow view of
‘antiquity’ but includes a large number of pieces
on ancient western Asia that provide a broad
and comparative view of the topic and enable
scholars to see this important topic in the round.
Disability in Antiquity is the first
multidisciplinary volume to truly map out and
explore the topic of disability in the ancient
world and create new avenues of thought and
research.
Eurasian Empires in Antiquity and the Early
Middle Ages - Hyun Jin Kim 2017-10-05
The great empires of the vast Eurasian continent
have captured the imagination of many. Aweinspiring names such as ancient Rome, Han and
Tang China, Persia, Assyria, the Huns, the
Kushans and the Franks have been the subject of
countless scholarly books and works of
literature. However, very rarely, if at all, have
these vast pre-industrial empires been studied
holistically from a comparative, interdisciplinary
and above all Eurasian perspective. This
collection of studies examines the history,
literature and archaeology of these empires and
others thus far treated separately as a single
inter-connected subject of inquiry. It highlights
in particular the critical role of Inner Asian
empires and peoples in facilitating contacts and
exchange across the Eurasian continent in
antiquity and the early Middle Ages.
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